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]()0se from surrounding sin and set him 

on the path that leads toward Godliness; 

power, through the service of those who 

oTasp and use it, to lift the social life of 

w, community to a higher moral level. 
Nod and soil—the seed of the Gospel of 
Chnst, intended directly and personally 
f, them: the hard and stony soil which 
tii, seed cannot penetrate, the thorny 
v, re the young shoot cannot live, the 
L 1 soil that bears fruit, some thirty, 

sixty, some a hundred fold. 

This was our message to the audience 
unohana. They heard us with a re¬ 
fill, thoughtful attention, and at the 

-e of the meeting silently retired, 
aki San went to the bath intending 

to mingle with the men and learn what 
kind of conversation these addresses 
would inspire. He returned soon and re¬ 
ported that no one had entered the bath 
after the meeting. This was contrary to 
all his previous experience. 

Next day, in the bright sunlight, we 
climbed a little way up the hill on the 
opposite bank of the stream and looked 
toward the inn. It was a long low build¬ 
ing at the foot of the snow-covered 
mountain, to the right a torii and a long 
flight of stone steps leading to a little 
shrine, in front a bridge spanning the 
stream. We watched our host at the 
head of a little group of villagers crossing 
the bridge, and shot the whole scene with 
the Filmo. 

* or land of Tributes to Dr. Robert Elliott Speer at His Fortieth 
Anniversary as Secretary, November 2, 1931, 

by His Fellow Secretaries 
By Allen R. Bartholomew 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 

I :s a high honor and a real pleasure t 
ng to you, my dear Dr. Speer, th 
ings of the Boards of Foreign Mi; 

s of North America—a host of you 
m' ardent friends. I wish to thank thi 

Board of Foreign Missions, i 
uiHKe presence we are assembled, for ir 
otN o me to come from Pennsylvania, th 

. ^tate of Dr. Speer, and to join i 
A Hand chorus of praise filling thi 

o1^oom- Let me remind yoi 
w . and a h that our good and faithfi 
f.m hails from a most illustrior 

' Dy m the Keystone State. 

Dr. Canon Gould was kind enough to 
tell me, “We all shall envy you the privi¬ 
lege of conveying to those present the gen¬ 
eral sense of Dr. Speer’s worth and serv¬ 
ice,’’ and then he paid this tribute, “I 
know of no man, of our day and genera¬ 
tion, who by his endowments of tongue 
and pen has conferred greater benefits 
upon the Church at large.” 

Dr. Patton has well said, “I do not envy 
you your task if you are to condense 
in one brief address all the interest¬ 
ing things that will be said by Dr. Speer’s 
many friends of the various Boards. Still 
less do I envy Dr. Speer the necessity of 
hearing all those things said. My first 
meeting was at Boston when Speer was 
comparatively young. As the audience 
went out under the spell of his vibrant 
voice a lady remarked, ‘What must it be 
to be the mother of such a man!’ That 
was a question just one woman could 
answer, and perhaps not she.” 

In order that I might partly qualify for 
this unusual occasion, I wrote to a coterie 
of Secretaries asking them to send me 
their estimate of Dr. Speer, as a friend 
of the Boards and as a leader in the work 
of Foreign Missions. I hope the forty 
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Secretaries will bear in mind that the ex¬ 
tracts from their letters do not represent 
all they have said or would like to say. 

T he reply of Miss Lyon greatly pleased 
me, “As for your label given him, ‘a 
friend of the Boards,’ what could I say 
on the subject when he is the husband of 
the Mrs. Speer who has been President of 
the particular Board I served for 16 
years ?” 

Knowing a weakness among some men 
for fulsome praise, Dr. Wood served this 
warning, “In order to tell the truth about 
Robert Speer, one would have to draw 
upon all the superlatives at his command. 
I realize that you will exercise suitable 
restraint. As a leader in the work of 
Foreign Missions, Speer, to my mind, is 
the outstanding figure in the world today 
.and has been for these many years. His 
power as a speaker, his vigor as a writer, 
his clearness as a thinker have been inval¬ 
uable to other Boards.” 

Dr. de Schweinitz, out of a long and 
rich fellowship, confesses, “It is mani¬ 
festly impossible to say in a few words 
what Dr. Robert E. Speer has been to the 
entire Foreign Mission enterprise and 
what an inspiration he has been to all 
Mission Boards and their Executive 
Officers. What his friendship and fellow¬ 
ship have been to me personally I cannot 

■easily describe.” 
It was rather a startling revelation to 

me that Dr. Speer, as Secretary of the 
Board, is one year older than the historic 
Foreign Missions Conference. As such 
Dr. Barton very deservedly entitles him, 
“the Dean of all Secretaries of all the 
Boards and in many ways. Time and 
honors and responsibilities seem to make 
no inroads upon his versatility or put 
check upon his activities. Of course, we 
have made up our minds to the fact that 
Dr. Speer will have no successor.. Secre¬ 
taries will follow him but they will never 
succeed him in his noble record of his 
achievements, in his many spheres of dis¬ 
tinguished activities.” . 

“In the early organization of the For¬ 
eign Missions Conference he took an 
active part,” says Dr. Warnshuis. . “He 
was one of the outstanding leaders in the 
World Conference in Edinburgh in 1910, 
in the Conferences for Latin America at 

I anama, and Montevideo, and Havana, 
and at the L.onference in Jerusalem. 
Under his leadership and with his support 
and his influence the Presbyterian Church 
participates in more union institutions on 
the mission field than any other mission 
board in the world.” 

Dr. Diffendorfer declares, “His long 
and rich experience, his own deep devo¬ 
tion to the cause of Christ throughout the 
world and his courageous advocacy of the 
cause of Foreign Missions have consti¬ 
tuted in him an inspiring example to us 
all.” 

Knowing Dr. Drach as I do, it was no 
surprise to me to have him break out in 
saying, “Dr. Robert E. Speer is the 
primus inter pares, the first among equals, 
the man to whom we confidently turn for 
a definition of a policy for the solution of 
a problem in the common missionary en¬ 
deavor. He has a heart of brotherly 
love.” 

“The two words,” says Dr. Chamber- 
lain, a bosom friend, “that always come to 
my mind in connection with this servant 
of the Church and servant of God are 
‘strength’ and ‘power,’ the strength that 
he has gathered through these years of 
rare and rich experience and the increas¬ 
ing power which he is exercising by rea¬ 
son of it.” 

It is the judgment of Dr. Armstrong 
that, “The name of Dr. Robert E. Speer 
is known better than any other among the 
friends of missions throughout the entire 
Christian Church. We all love him for 
his personal qualities and leadership as we 
look up to him in matters of missionary 
policy and apologetics.” 

The venerable Dr. North says, “For 
over 40 years, many of them in rather 
close fellowship with him, he has been to 
me in a high sense, strength and comfort. 
Of course it is his personality which 
counts most.” And the son, Dr. Eric 
North, adds, “To all of us will occur the 
depths of his rootage in vital faith in 
Christ, his readiness to listen, his remark¬ 
able capacity for being ahead of his work 
and his sense of humor.” 

“One hesitates to say anything concern¬ 
ing Dr. Speer,” so writes the wise brother, 
Rev. Mr. Bonsack. “I can only offer my 
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testimony to his wonderful contribution 
to the cause of Missions.” 

Dr. Cram says, “Missionary Secretaries 
of all Boards desire to have his final judg¬ 
ment on all questions. His clear insight 
of all missionary problems and tasks 
coupled with years of administrative ex¬ 
perience makes him perhaps the most 
valued leader in the field of applied 
missions.” 

Jesse R. Wilson insists, “Clarity of 
judgment, keenness of insight, depth of 
conception and capacity for sustained and 
unaltered endeavor seem to mark him to 
an almost incomparable degree. Surely 
no one is so Christo-centric in his every 
thought, ideal, and aspiration.” 

In gleaning from the sheaf of letters 
in my possession, I am led to believe that 
one of the greatest influences in the life 
of Dr. Speer has been his contact with 
the youth of the land. 

“It was largely under his influence that 
1 volunteered for Foreign service thirty- 
six years ago,” says Dr. Corey, “and he 
has been one of my greatest inspirations 
ever since.” 

Dr. Colton confesses, “The debt I owe 
Robert E. Speer dates back to student 
'Dys and my earliest service as a Y. M. 

A. student secretary.” 

'1 ‘ FaJ Campbell bears this significant 
nte: “It is the most unusual thing in 

' world, I think, to see a man who lives 
1 1 to what he believes. Dr. Speer has 

bodied for me this absolute sincerity 
I integrity, and I am delighted at the 

privilege of saying so.” 
Afr. Franklin D. Cogswell reminds us 

01 the thoughtfulness of Dr. Speer. “How 
eagerly he has always sought to help 
^ " is, especially the young people just 

Jjnng Christian service, to come into 
, with the spirits of all times whose 

joks have eternal messages. I shall never 
florget how he sent me off to India.” 

eh,/' tieglTer„writes> “From my college 
Pr-esp^u- 1 firSt beard him down to the 

chalD ’ hlS ?reat life has been both a 
my and inspiration to the best in 
I 
Eollmansa^-testimony is borne by Dr¬ 
at NnrtUfi i /S- mil?lstrY came t0 me first 

my min?stryd”m ^ formative years of 

“The whole missionary world is to be 
congratulated on having had the leader¬ 
ship of such a man,” says Dr. Fulton, 
“He stands almost without a peer,” 
writes Dr. Stillwell. “He has surely been 
one of God’s choice gifts,” says Dr, 
Glover. “He is to me one of the mis¬ 
sionary heroes of this present day and 
age,” writes Dr. Goetsch. “We all know 
him and love him for his own and for 
his work’s sake,” writes Dr. Grant, of 
Canada. “I regard him as the greatest 
missionary in America today,” is the ver¬ 
dict of Dr. Haddaway. Miss Cobb pays 
this beautiful tribute, “While we acknowl¬ 
edge his ‘Missionary Leadership’ and re¬ 
joice in his power both in ‘Prayer and 
Missions,’ we recognize in him also the 
Marks of a Man,’ and delight to present 

to him as a titled gentleman our testi¬ 
monies of appreciation and affectionate 
esteem in this memorial of a true life.” 

Other Secretaries write in similar 
strain. “Dr. Speer has been, and thank 
God, still is, one of our foremost apostles 
of international good-will.”—Rev. Mr. 
Heebner.” 

“I esteem him very highly as our mis¬ 
sionary ‘Great-Heart.’ ”—Dr. Beets. 

“Somehow we never think of him as a 
denominational executive. He truly be¬ 
longs to us all.”—Dr. Hopkins. 

“I know of no man,” says Leslie B.. 
AIoss, who is more beloved and more 
deeply respected throughout the whole 
body of Christian Churches in this coun¬ 
try and through the missionary body 
scattered in the various countries in the 

■ world than is Dr. Speer.” 
“Under the guidance of Dr. Speer and 

his colleagues, the Board of Foreign Mis¬ 
sions of the Presbyterian Church has con¬ 
tinued to occupy the leading place among 
the world’s Foreign Missionary Societies, 
both in the cultivation of the home church 
and in the administration of the work in 
the fields. I think you and I are too near 
to Dr. Speer to get his measure in true 
perspective.” No doubt Dr. Anderson 
feels that distance lends enchantment to- 
the view.” 

As a lay-preacher and scholarly inter¬ 
preter of the word of God,” Dr. Wolf 
believes, he ranks very high among those 
to whom is given to interpret the Scrip- 
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tures. His Christianity stood the test of 
the great world war.” 

FrT ^ R^ious Society of Friends, 
• rouf^.^lss Rhoades, comes this greet- 

Hls outstanding qualities are his 
ability to combine strong conviction with 
a genial sympathy with fellow-workers of 
widely varying opinions. His delightful 
sense of humor helps in this.” 

Just to think of his being 40 years in 
™at very responsible position!” exclaims 
Mrs. Campbell. “Praying that the Mas¬ 
ter whom he loves and serves so well may 

■continue him for 40 years more as a 
Secretary.” 

From the Presbyterian Church in the 
South, Dr. James I. Vance sent this felici¬ 
tation : “By the Churches of Christen¬ 
dom, Dr. Speer is regarded as our fore¬ 
most missionary seer and statesman. His 
life has been invaluable to the mission¬ 
ary enterprise and long after he has gone 
to his reward his name will cast a spell 
•over the hosts who press on to crown 
Christ King.” 

“Without a moment’s hesitation,” Dr. 
Endicott declares, “I would say that I 
believe Dr. Speer is the most gifted, most 
trusted, most useful, and best loved mis¬ 
sionary Secretary in the world today.” 
Among the other fine things this gifted 
brother said, “I am glad to know that you 
have been selected to represent your 
brethren on the anniversary occasion, next 
Monday.” 

“Who can measure the value of such 
a personality as Robert E. Speer’s?” 
writes Dr. Franklin. “His influence is 
beyond all estimate. All denominations 
join the Presbyterians in gratitude for 
his many years of service since all of us 
claim him and he belongs to Christen¬ 
dom.” 

The Executive Committee of my own 
Board of Foreign Missions has voted that 
I extend to you. Dr. Speer, our heartiest 
congratulations and well wishes, as well 
as to the great Board whom you so ably 
and faithfully represent. 

Dear Friends: Forty years as the peer¬ 
less Secretary of the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. A.! Why should we celebrate 
this memorable occasion ? What is the 
constraining motive? Is there any spe¬ 
cial significance in the number, forty? 

Yes, there is a rich meaning to it. 
. R E more significant than a silver an¬ 

niversary, or a golden jubilee, or a 
diamond celebration. If you will open 
your Bible you will be surprised to find 
how frequently reference is made to this 
sacred number. So far as I can recall, 
this period always alludes to times of 
trial, trouble and temptation. Where is 
the faithful, courageous, forward-look- 
ing Secretary who has not experienced 
this ? The flood was 40 days upon the 
earth. The children of Israel had to 
wander 40 years in the wilderness. Moses 
interceded 40 days for his people. The 
Ninevites proclaimed a fast for 40 days. 
Ezekiel must bear for 40 days the trans¬ 
gression of Judaea. Our Lord spent 
40 days in the wilderness. He was 40 
hours in the sepulchre. “He showed him¬ 
self alive after his passion appearing unto 
the disciples by the space of 40 days and 
speaking the things of the Kingdom of 
God.” 

This devoted servant of Christ who has 
been a Secretary of a Board of Foreign 
Missions need not be told of the many 
trials, anxieties and sorrows that have cast 
their shadows athwart his pathway. These 
are the usual disciplines for the ennobling 
of the soul, and no one can escape them 
who would live the noblest, act the truest 
and serve the best. The Saviour’s fast of 
40 days and 40 nights in the wilderness of 
Judaea, like every act of His sacrificial 
life, should remind us that the bitter ex¬ 
periences of life, be they individual or 
collective, are the only way to lasting 
renown and eternal glory. 

After the flood came deliverance; after 
the wilderness-wanderings of the chosen 
people of Israel, they were given the 
Land of Canaan for their inheritance; 
after the temptation of Jesus came the 
ministry of angels; after'the rest in the 
tomb, we hear the women proclaim: “He 
is risen as He said”; after He tarried with 
His disciples for 40 days on the earth 
He went back to the Father’s throne in 
Heaven. 

And may we not hope that after these 
40 years of faithful toil for the Master 
in the spread of the Gospel in all the 
world, there may come into the big heart 
of this dear brother an abundance of joy 

and peace in the Holy Spirit? The Lord 
grant it. 
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A “family gathering” injelebration 
Ae fortieth anniversary of Dr Rob- 

° t E Speer as a secretary of the 
Board of Foreign Missions, was held 
B Monday afternoon, November 2, in 
T Assembly Room of 156 Fifth Ave- 
tl£ Although his legion of friends 
wanted ‘‘to hire Madison Square Gar- 
T n ” and let the secretaries of all the 
Protestant Foreign Mission Boards in 
the United States and Canada speak, 
h,s was as much of an observance as 
Robert,” as most of the speakers 

affectionately called him, would per¬ 
mit And all preparations for a costly 
St were likewise “tabooed, Dr. and 
Mrs Speer calling attention to the 
fact that most of the official family 
at 156” are making weekly donations 
from ’their salaries to the recently 
created "sacrificial Fund” for mission¬ 
aries However, a large, beautifully 
done-up box of tubes of lilies of the 
valley were presented to Dr. Speer for 
his garden at his summer home at 
Lakeville., Conn., that being his favor¬ 
ite flower. 

Many prominent persons were in at¬ 
tendance. Some half dozen former mod- I 
erators of the General Assembly were 
present, together with virtually all the 
leading officials of the Boards. Dr. 
-peer sat modestly in an “amen” seat | 
among his brethren. Mrs. Speer, who 
is president of the National Board of 
the Y.W.C.A., was also present. 

Dr. Erdman presided, and there were 
five speakers: Dr. J. Ross Stevenson, 
president of Princeton Seminary, and 
one of the oldest members of the Board 
pi point of service; Dr. Arthur J. I 
Brown, secretary-emeritus of the Board; [ 
Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew, secretary 

< the Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Reformed Church in the United 
States; John R. Mott, secretary of the 
International Missionary Union; Dr. 
Mudge, moderator of the 1931 Assembly, ! 

ho was the room-mate of Dr. Speer 
n the seminary. 

Dr. Speer himself was the last 
, eaker. As usual, he gave all the glory 

to others. He said that his friends were 
the loveliest people in the whole 

world.” A reception to Dr. and Mrs. 
Speer followed._ 

'V* fU 
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Dr. Robert Elliot Speer s Forty Years of Service 
Dr. Robert Elliot Speer is completing 40 years in the service 

of the Board of Foreign Missions of our church and the event 

will be celebrated at a banquet in New York on Nov. 2, with 

many distinguished men gathered to honor him. This honor, 

however, will not be confined to New York or other cities in 

the country where similar banquets will be given to him, nor to 

this country, for it will extend to many leading cities in Europe 

and Asia and practically to all the countries in the world. He 

has literally a worldwide reputation and is probably the best 

known Presbyterian in the world today, and everywhere hon¬ 

ors will be paid and congratulations extended to him for his 

long and able services as a world leader in the work of foreign 

missions. It is a comparatively small thing to mention that he 

was Moderator of our General Assembly in 1927, and the fur¬ 

ther facts that he has received more honorary degrees from 

colleges and universities in this country and in Scotland than 

he could carry around with him, for if they were all appended 

to his name they would trail on the ground. He has made four 

or five missionary tours to the Far East and to South Amer¬ 

ica, and has also written about 25 books, some of them large 

and important volumes. How he has managed to crowd all this 

work into these 40 years is beyond our understanding, and all 

of his work in these various fields has been of the highest 

grade. He is also a masterful orator and can sway an audience 

as by a magic wand. Yet in spite of all his D.D.’s and LL.D.’s 

he is not a minister but only an elder in our church and so is 

to be classed along with the women in this office and when he 

preaches in the pulpit as he frequently does he fills the office 

of preacher only as any capable woman elder can do. High 

above all these attainments and services stands the character 

of Robert E. Speer, read and known of all men, for his up¬ 

standing integrity and fine Christian spirit and beautiful mod¬ 

esty, for he is so modest that he blushes at any praise like a 

young girl. He is so unconscious of himself that he shrinks 

from honor or praise and he had to be run down and caught 

and corralled and carried up to the Moderator’s chair when 

elected to that position. He is truly a living gospel, the kind 

that the church lives by and that keeps the gospel alive and 

saves the world. Never has he doubted the cause and ultimate 

triumph of foreign missions in these days when some others 

are speaking softly if not faintly on the subject. The whole 

Presbyterian church and all other Protestant churches and 

many Roman Catholics will join in doing him honor and will 

pray that many more years of fruitful service may be granted 
unto him. 

thought to the hereafter. But when the years increased and 

he began to think of the natural end of this stage of life, he 

turned his thoughts to the great question. He then reached the 

independent conclusion that individual life continues through 

the change which we call death. He felt there was a central 

organizing core of life that went on and on. That was his con¬ 

clusion. We talked of it many times together.” We do not sus¬ 

pend our faith in immortality on any man’s opinion, however 

great he was, for we have a more sure word of prophecy than 

this, and yet it comforts us to know that EEe greatest men do 

generally hold to this faith. Rev. Dr. Howe, a Methodist pastor 

in Orange, who is the pastor of Mrs. Edison and was a confi¬ 

dential friend of Mr. Edison, has revealed one of his last say¬ 

ings as he neared the end and aroused from his stupor and 

smiled and said, “It is beautiful over there.” Again we do not 

put too much value upon such sayings, and yet it may have \ 

been, as the great man drew near the border where the master 

of sound passed into silence and the lamplighter of the world 

passed into the greater light beyond, the dawning in his soul of : 

a light that never was on sea or land. When asked what he 

would do in the world hereafter he answered, “Keep on ex¬ 

perimenting”; which is a true Christian conception of the life 
eternal. 
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1931 

Robert Speer, the for- 

A Church tieth anniversary of 
Lay whose service in the 

Statesman. Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions was 

celebrated yesterday, is a layman, 

though the University of Edinburgh 

after the great world missionary con¬ 
ference held in Scotland in 1910, con¬ 

ferred upon him the honorary degree 

of Doctor of Divinity. He is a grad¬ 
uate of the Princeton Theological 

Seminary but entered immediately 
upon the work to which he has given 

these forty years, and was not or¬ 
dained as a minister. 

Nevertheless, he has been one of 

the men most sought by the pulpits 
of the world. Though he has served 
as Moderator of the General Assem¬ 

bly of his own church, he is widely 
known for his ardent support of inter¬ 
church work and/or his leadership 

in missions* Ha baa lived sa ta th# 
meaning of his name in the language 
of the sturdy race that gave him to 

America—"to inquire,” "to search 
out”—for he has circumnavigated the 
earth in becoming acquainted with 
the peoples who make un the human 
race. 

Mr. Speer has a rare gift of speech 
and has been able to inspire and lead 

as well as investigate. His written 
word has also been used in thou¬ 
sands of churches. It has been said 
that no man living has more friends 
in India, China and Japan and in¬ 
deed in all parts of the world. And 

prophet though he is, he is not with¬ 
out honor in his own country. 

1 



DR. SPEER HONORED 
FOR MISSION WORK 

Presbyterian Foreign Board 

Celebrates His Fortieth Year 

as Its Secretary. 

BIG RALLY WAS PLANNED 

But Church Leader Would Not Per¬ 

mit Madison Square Garden Meeting 

or Presentation of Costly Gift*. 

Dr. Mudge~aTso'praised Dr. Speer 
for his four years’ service as presi¬ 
dent of the Federal • Council of 
Churches of Christ in America and 
for the year he served as moderator 
of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

“I cannot think of a single for¬ 
ward movement for the last ten 
years in the Protestant Church in 
which Dr. Speer has not had a 
share,” said Dr. Mudge. ‘‘In the 
name of the Presbyterian Church I 
express to you her gratitude for your 
forty years of devoted service.” 

The meeting closed with prayer by 
the Rev. Dr. Frank Mason North, 
long secretary of the Methodist 
Board of Foreign Missions. 
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Dr. Robert E. Speer was eulogized 
at a reception yesterday afternoon in 
celebration of his forty years as sec¬ 
retary of the Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions. The meeting was 
held at the Presbyterian Building, 
158 Fifth Avenue. 

Most of the principal leaders of the 
denomination were present. All of 
the speakers referred to Dr. Speer as 
perhaps the greatest living leader in 
Protestant foreign mission work. 
Several speakers also paid tribute to 
Mrs. Speer, who is president of the 
National Board of the Y. W. C. A. 

The chairman was the Rev. Dr. 
Charles R. Erdman, president of the 
Board of Foreign Missions. 

Dr. Speer responded after a tribute 
by the Rev. Dr. Lewis Seymour 
Mudge, Moderator of the General 
Assembly and Permanent Stated 
Clerk of the Assembly. Dr. Mudge 
was a roommate of Dr. Speer at 
Princeton Seminary. 

The other speakers were the Rev. 
Dr. J. Ross Stevenson, president of 

I Princeton Seminary, and one of the 
I oldest members of the board in 
point of service; the Rev. Dr. Ar¬ 
thur J. Brown, now retired, but who 

. for thirty-four years was a co- 
! secretary with Dr. Speer; Dr. John 
R. Mott, general secretary of the 
International Missionary Council and 
retired secretary of the interna¬ 
tional committee of the Y. M. C. A., 
who has been a life-long friend of 
Dr. Speer; the Rev. Dr. Allen R. 
Bartholomew, general secretary of 
fhe Reformed Church in the United 
States, who was chosen to speak as 
the senior secretary in point of ser¬ 
vice of the sixty Foreign Mission 
Boards in the United States and 
Canada. 

Dr. Erdman announced that the 
tnends of Dr. Speer had wanted ‘‘to 
hire Madison Square Garden and let 
au of the secretaries of the denomi¬ 
national foreign mission boards in 
Arnehica speak,” but as Dr. Speer 
would not consent, Dr. Bartholomew 
had brought greetings from fellow 
secretaries. 

Dr. Bartholomew read excerpts 
irorn the messages and at the close 

e handed over the letters, in a 

Speerd Mack leather Portfolio, to Dr. 

Dr. Erdman presented to Dr. 
a i r, ih the name of his associates, 
nf box contining bulbs of lilies 
n„ valley, the favorite flower of 
,, 'kPher- It was learned afterward 
„ . Speer would not permit a 
of because all the members 

toe board were giving a part of 
c- . r salaries each week to a ‘‘sacri- 

• ,laI fund,” recently established to 
th foreign missionaries because of 
ne slump. Due to the depression, 

t "as said donations from Presby- 
,’ah Churches throughout the 

country had declined. 
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Advance Men of Religion 
fpEN GENERATIONS of college men have 

listened to two men who for these forty years 

have had more contacts with their kind than any 

men of their time, both of whom are relinquishing 

part of their strenuous work. These man are 

Robert E. Speer and John R. Mott. * 

hileeacirdeserves special mention by him-' 

lelf, the coincidence of their retirements naturally 

draws attention to their comradeship for four 
decades in the promotion of the Christian religion 

ind couples them at this time. Mr. Speer is re- 

,/signing from the secretaryship of the Presbyter- 
tnm'-Boar^ of Foreign Missions which 
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occupied for forty years, and Mr. Mott announces 

his forthcoming resignation from the position of 

general secretary of the International Committee 
of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 

Coinciding as have been the periods of their 

respective services in point of years, also coincid¬ 
ing are the areas of their influence. World vision 

came to them about thirty years before it came to 

the rest of the country. Both these men, potent in 

influence in American colleges, were equally po¬ 

tent in almost all colleges in every civilized 

country in the world where they pointed out the; 

universality of the Christian religion and the es-! •• 
sential brotherhood of man.* Each was as much 

at home in Madras or Hong Kong as he was in' 

New York or San Francisco. Each carried the', 
same message. 

“Bob” Speer was a hard-hitting football player;: 
for Princeton in the late eighties, and he long 

remained a heroic figure. It became a tradition' 

that the had renounced fortune and a career of 

wealth to promote Christianity, and certain it is 

that no man ever held the attention of college 

men for so many years over so wide an area. 

Mott, “discovered” working in a lumber yard by a 

western clergyman, came through Cornell with a 
key. M ith practically any career at his command, 

he chose to become Christian counsellor for thous¬ 
ands of college young men. 

Advance men for western religious culture, 
these two went boldly forth. The forty years of 

their service have had a civilizing effect around 

the world. In China, in India, in Japan, in the 

United States, in almost every country the impact 
of these two men has been felt. They were 

among the first who personified what Theodore 

Roosevelt delighted to call “muscular Christian¬ 
ity.” It assuredly has been a virile interpreta¬ 
tion which they have carried. 
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A Missionary Statesman Honored 

= 

THE fortieth anniversary of the 
work of Dr. Robert E. Speer 

= .Wlth th« Presbyterian Board of 
= Missions was celebrated 
= Monday afternoon, at the Presby- 
: terian headquarters, 156 Fifth ave- 
\ nue, New York. Dr. Arthur J. Brown 
; secretary emeritus of the board in 
; the principal address of the after¬ 

noon, said: 

I , “N° other living man has more 
deeply influenced modern mission¬ 
ary thought and activity than Dr. 

•*. Every year, except during 
his visits to the foreign field, he has 
addressed thousands of students in 
colleges, universities, seminaries and 
summer conferences, so that a whole 
generation has grown up with his 
impress upon it. In every field, mis- 
sionanes have read his books and 
heard his voice and been helped and 
cheered by his letters.” 

I>r. Speer was called to the Presby¬ 
terian Foreign Board in 1891, before 
graduating from Princeton Theologi¬ 
cal Seminary, and has never 'been 
ordained. He is one of the outstand¬ 
ing leaders in the religious thought 
and life of the church, not only in 
the United States, but throughout 
the world. The honorary degree of 
doctor of divinity was conferred upon 
him by the University of Edinburgh 
in 1910 at the time of the world 
missionary conference in Edinburgh 
It was, however, only after the re- 

Robert E. Speer, I). D. 

this honor. In 1927 in San Francisco 
Calif., he was elected moderator of 
the Presbyterian General Assembly, 
the highest honorary office in that 
denomination. 

The writings of Dr u- 

1““uc mm ail outstanding mission¬ 

ary statesman. Perhaps no man liv¬ 
ing has more friends in India, China 
and Japan, and other parts of the 
world, than he. His writings in- 
chide more than twenty volumes. 

i • -Speer has made many mission¬ 
ary journeys. In 1896 he visited 
Persia, India. China, Korea and 
Japan, and in 1899 went to South 
America. In 1915 he went to Siam, 
as well as China and the Philip- 
pines, and in 1921 journeyed again 

irough India and Persia. In 1925 
he visited Latin America. In 1926 
he returned to China and Japan. In 
19 9 he was a delegate to the Inter¬ 
national Missionary Conference held 
on the slopes of the MouoJ of Olives 

nntSi?e.v.°f Jerusalem. Practically’ 
all of the out-of-the-way mission sta¬ 
tions of the Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions in sixteen countries 

hand StUdied by him at flrst 

Although a denominational secre¬ 
tary, Dr. Speer has been a great 
worker for inter-church causes. Sev- 
eia jears ago he was elected presi- 
dent of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America, and 
oi four years afforded excellent 
eadership to that great organiza¬ 

tion. Dunng the war period he was 
a member of the Advisory Commit¬ 
tee on Religious and Moral Activi- i 
ties of the Army and Navy, one of 1 
his responsibilities being the selec- i 
tion and preparation of literature 1 
which the Y. M. C. A. distributed, = 
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Fortieth Anniversary 

N NOVEMBER 1, Robert E. 

Speer completes his fortieth 

year of service with the Board 

jf Foreign Missions of the Presbyte¬ 

rian Church in the U. S. A. In these 

[rears he has traveled much and has 

lade wide contacts, always in the 

[interest of the great missions enter¬ 

prise. He has become a world figui’e, 

.a !a?’-visioned seer who has not lost the 

[common touch. As senior secretary of 

[the Board, Dr. Speer is looked to, both 

|from the mission field and at the home 

)ase, for discerning and aggressive 

[leadership. In a day when time looms 

so large that eternity seems to have 

pen forgotten, he is one who has not 

[lost perspective. He throws the light 

|oi eternity on the tasks of every day. 

S. F. M. 

He kindles me, when I grow sluggish 

or indifferent, to a positive and ag¬ 

gressive antagonism to evil within and 

without. 
He gives me confidence in the truth 

and so helps me to rest, no matter what 

happens in the world, because I know 

that God and the truth must prevail. 

He counterbalances, as I cannot, the 

variable circumstances and unequal 

conditions of life, and takes care of the 

excesses that are beyond me. 

in an s X10% inch wall card may be se- 
<■ur.nl from the Association Press |47 Madi¬ 
son Avenue. New York City, at •>1)H p<i 
dozen on cardboard ; or at oO cents per dozen 
on heavy paper.) 

‘: 

Vhat Jesus Does for Me” 

By Robert E. Speer 

■■ T E SHOWS me the possibility 

and duty of a man as to his 

character and his service. 

In the effort to attain this for my- 

jsek, He does for me what I know I 

Icannot do for myself, and what I have 

| never found any friend, however dear, 

afle to do for me. 

lie gives me a clearer moral vision 

ar"' the courage to try to live by that 
| vision. 

He gives me the desire to work in 

e world as intensely as he worked. 

Robert E. Speer, D.D. 

He gives me grace and strength to 

try, at least, things that I know are 

impossible, and to attempt, first of all, 

the things that are hardest to be done. 

He helps me to refuse to do good 

when I know that something better 

can be done. 

He helps me to keep on when I have 

to, even though I know I cannot. 

He saves me from the fret and kill¬ 

ing of pride and vanity, and helps me 

to cease to care for the things that 

make people sick. 

He helps me to keep the central 

things clear and not to be fogged and 

broken down by the accessories and 

secondary things. 

He gives me a new and inward liv¬ 

ing principle. 

He reveals my difference from the 

God I see in Him as sin; and forgives 

it and deals with it and all that it in¬ 

volves by His Cross. 

Lastly, I believe that He is Himself 

the principle of life and that there is 

another personality that would not be 

there if it had not been for Him and 

if it were not for Him to-day. 

(From address given by Dr. Speer at the 
Sixth Annual Sniritual Emphasis Conference 
of the Y. M. C. A.s, Chicago, October 19. 
1930. Copies of this, attractively made up 

Ik Km OjAji ,4*. J_ >r 

a-tr<r<—4 tltL 
A Great Missionary Secretary 

THE name of Dr. Robert E. 

Speer is known better than 

any other among the friends of 

missions throughout the entire 

Christian Church. He is the 

most beloved as well as the most 

trusted and influential mission¬ 

ary secretary in the world 

to-day. It is a great privilege 

for the writer to pay tribute to 

such a great servant of Christ 

and outstanding leader in the 

cause of world-wide Christianity. Multitudes of 

students during the closing years of last century 

and the beginning of this century were definitely led 

to dedicate their lives to service for Christ in foreign 

fields through Dr. Speer’s addresses. The under¬ 

signed is one of those who owes more than he can 

express to the influence of Dr. Speer’s life and public 

work. Throughout the twenty-five years that I have 

been in secretarial service I have looked with admira¬ 

tion upon Dr. Speer as one of the sanest, most devoted 

and efficient Christian leaders in North America. He 

is easily the foremost missionary secretary of the 

Mission Boards and Societies of North America and 

Europe. His books, which have been produced in 

amazing quantity, have stimulated us all to higher 

ideals and to harder work. One can only hope that 

God will spare him in health and strength for another 

score of years that he may continue to contribute so 

helpfully and through so many lines of activity to the 

life of the Christian Church and especially to its task 

of world wide evangelization. We all love him for 

his personal qualities and leadership as we look up 

to him for guidance in matters of missionary policy 

and apologetics. A. E. A. 
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eer Crowned 
With Extraordinary Honors 

, j Dr. Robert E. Speer has completed 
forty years’ work with the Presby- 

| terian Board of Foreign Missions in 
Mew York. He was called to this ser- 

FORTY YEARS ON. 

mm vice in 1891, before graduating from 
iPrinceton Theological Seminary, and 
h*« never been ordained. He is one 
of the outstanding leaders in the re- 
liglous thought and life of the church. 
;not only in the Unhited States, but 
throughout the world. The honorary 
degree of doctor of divinity was con- 
ferred upon him by the University 

4 of Edinburgh in 1910 at the time of 
;;; the world missionary conference in 

■ Edinburgh. In 1927 in San Francisco, 
i Calif., he was elected moderator of the 

Presbyterian General Assembly, the 
highest honorary office in that denom- 

| ination. 
The writings of Dr. Speer have made 

him an outstanding missionary states- 
: man. Perhaps no man living has more 

,r friends in India, China and Japan, 
and other parts of the world, than 
he. His writings include more than 
twenty volumes. 

Fractically all of the out-of-the-way 
mission stations of the Presbyerian 
Board of Foreign Missions in sixteen 

!! countries have been studied by him 
; at first hand. 

Although a denominational secre- 
-Jj tarv. Dr. Speer, has been a great 

worker for inter-church causes. Sev- 
i;i eral years ago he was elected presi- 

,$j dent of the Federal Council of 
Hi Churches of Christ in America, and 
:j for four years afforded excellent 
j leadership to that great organization. 

DR. ROBERT E. SPEER, 

whose fortieth anniversary as foreign 
missions leader is being celebrated. 

He has many friends in Canada. 

We close this month’s “Press Digest” by 

j writmS a few words of tribute to a man who 
has done more than perhaps any other Ameri- 

\ can church leader for missions, for coopera¬ 

tion m Kingdom work, and for suggestions to 
meet crises in missions. We refer to Dr 

Robert E. Speer. Nov. 2, 1931, a garland of 

1 tributes was presented to him at his fortieth 
| anniversary as secretary of missions of his 

J church the Northern Presbyterian. Our Dr. 
.j Warnshuis paid him tribute by calling him 

f “one of the outstanding leaders in the World 

J Conferences in Edinburgh in 1910, in the 
Conferences for Latin America at Panama, 

A Montevideo, and Havana, and at the Confer- 

ence Jerusalem.” “The two words,” said 
B Dr. Chamberlain of the R. C. A., “that always 
.. ——mi —... 

| come to my mind in connection with V 
| servant of the Church and servant of Gv J 

J are “strength” and “power”—the strengi I 

I that he has gathered through these years oi 

| rare and rich experience, and the increasing 
jj power which he is exercising by reason of it.” 

j Dr. J. I. Vance of the Presb. Church, South, 

I spoke of Dr. Speer “as our foremost mis- 
1 sionary seer and statesman,” while Dr. Bar- 

I tholomew of the Reformed Church, U. S., 

| himself a seasoned veteran and in charge of 

1 gathering the “garland” above named, added 
I his own tribute and that of his Board to the 

j words of appreciation voiced by tongue and 
| pen. We are sure that all who know this “Great 

9 Heart” of the missionary forces agree with 
I what the “New Outlook” of the Canadian 

9 Church printed about him—coming from Dr. 
I Armstrong’s pen: 

“Dr. Speer is one of the sanest, most de¬ 
voted and efficient Christian leaders in North 

America. He is easily the foremost missionary 

secretary of the Mission Boards and Societies 

of North America and Europe. His books, 

which have been produced in amazing quan- 

y tity, have stimulated us all to higher ideals 

and to harder work. One can only hope that 

God will spare him in health and strength for 

another score of years that he may continue 

to contribute so helpfully and through so 

many lines of activity to the life of the Chris¬ 

tian Church and especially to its task of 

world-wide evangelization. We all love him 

3 for his personal qualities and leadership as 

| we look up to him for guidance in matters of I missionary policy and apologetics.’ 
DIGEST EDITOR. 



A LOVABLE CHRISTIAN STATESMAN 
■ The recent celebration of the 40th anniversary of Dr. 
I Robert E. Speer, as secretary of the Presbyterian Board 
J of Foreign Missions, was notable for many reasons. Our 

own beloved Dr. Bartholomew was chosen to speak as the 
senior secretary in point of service of the sixty Foreign 
Mission Boards in the United States and Canada. The 
tributes to Dr Speer were given with unusual warmth and 
sincerity It is certainly difficult to think of any forward 
movement in the Church of Christ in recent years in 
which this man of God has not had a noble shaie. There- 

is no Christian worker anywhere, who does not feel under ( 
[deep obligations to Robert E. Speer. As long ago as the j 
college days of the writer, Dr. Speer and John R. Mott i 
were already the most inspiring young leaders of the 
Church in the eyes of the Christian youth of America. j> 
And in the generation that is past, what man can measure \ 
the extent of the influence of such a consecrated layman? ■ 
As a preacher and public speaker Dr. Speer has ranked | 
as one of the most eloquent in the land. Much might be 
said of his presidency of the Federal Council of the I 
C hurches and his outstanding service in a hundred sacred j 
trusts committed to his hands. But most of all we would ! 
exalt his Christian spirit, which has caused so many to I 
think of him as pre-eminently a warm-hearted friend and | 
a brother beloved, whose beautiful life and labors of love fi 

| made him a blessing to us all. 
Under the title “A Church Lay Statesman,” the New | 

York Times has this fine editorial appreciation: “Robert 
Speer is a layman, though the University of Edinburgh j 
after the great world missionary conference, held in Scot¬ 
land in 1910, conferred upon him the honorary degree of 1 
Doctor of Divinity. He is a graduate of the Princeton i 
Theological Seminary, but entered immediately upon the I 
work to which he has given these forty years, and was not | 
ordained as a minister. Nevertheless, he has been one of p 
the men most sought by the pulpits of the world. Though 1 
he has served as Moderator of the General Assembly of [j 
his own Church, he is widely known for his ardent sup- | 
port of inter-Church work and for his leadership in mis- ! 
sions. He has lived up to the meaning of his name in the | ; 
language of the sturdy race that gave him to America—‘to 9 
inquire , ‘to search out’—for he has circumnavigated the 1 
earth in becoming acquainted with the peoples who make J 
up the human race. Mr. Speer has a rare gift of speech | 
and has been able to inspire and lead as well as investigate, [b 
His written word has also been used in thousands of f 
Churches. It has been said that no man living has more!' 
fTends in India, China and Japan, and indeed in all parts!;: 
of the world. And prophet though he is, he is not without; 

pionor in his own country.” 

s~ 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS AND; 
DR. SPEER 

The Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. cele¬ 
brated on November 2, 1931, the fortieth; 
anniversary of the election of Robert El-! 
liott Speer, D.D., the Board’s senior sec¬ 
retary. A meeting with appropriate ad-; 
dresses and a social hour were held in the 
Assembly room of the Board, 156 Fifth 
avenue, New York City, at three o’clock. 
The Rev. Arthur J. Brown, D.D., secre¬ 
tary emeritus of the Board, delivered the 
principal address. 

Regarding Dr. Speer, Dr. Brown said, 
“No other living man has more deeply in¬ 
fluenced modern missionary thought and 
activity. Every year, except during his 
visits to the foreign field, he has addressed 
thousands of students in colleges, univer¬ 
sities, seminaries and summer confer- 

IS 
-i'KA '■ 

fc-ViMk jjt-.' ■ £ 

CM 
IBi 

ences, so that a whole generation has 
grown up with his impress upon it. In 
obedience to the Board’s request, I am 
preparing a Centennial History of Pres¬ 
byterian Foreign Missions, and in many 
lands I have found the trail of Dr. Speer. 
In every field, missionaries have read his 
books and heard his voice and been helped 
and cheered by his letters.” 

Dr. Speer was called to the Board in 
1891, before graduation from Princeton 
Theological Seminary, and has never 
been ordained. Although a layman, he de¬ 
veloped into one of the outstanding lead¬ 
ers in the religious thought and life of 
the church, not only in the United States, 

I but throughout the world. The honorary 
j degree of Doctor of Divinity was con- 
1 ferred upon him in 1910 at the time of 
j the world missionary conference in Edin- 
I burgh, but it was only after the repeated 

urging of his friends that he could be 
prevailed upon to accept this honor. In 
1927 he, wa selected Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

The writings of Dr. Speer have made 
him the outstanding missionary states¬ 
man in the world today. Perhaps no man 
living has more friends in India, China 
and Japan, and in other parts of the 
world than he. Through the careful hus¬ 
banding of every moment of his time, he 
has been able to write more than twenty 
volumes. 

Dr. Speer has made many missionary 
journeys. In 1896 he visited Persia, India, 
China, Korea and Japan, and in 1899 went 
to South America. In 1915 he went to 
Siam, as well as China and the Philip¬ 
pines, and in 1921 journeyed again 
through India and Persia. In 1925 he vis¬ 
ited Latin America. In 1926 he visited 
China and Japan. He was a delegate to 
the International Missionary Conference 
held on the slopes of the Mount of Olives, 
outside of Jerusalem, in 1928. Practically 
all of the out-of-the-way mission stations 
of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions in sixteen countries have been 
studied by him at first hand. 

Although a denominational secretary, 
Dr. Speer has been a great worker for 
inter-church causes. Several years ago he 
was elected president of the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America, 
and for four years afforded excellent 
leadership to this great organization, giv¬ 
ing himself tirelessly to the prosecution 
of its ends. During the war period he was 
a member of the Advisory Committee on 
Religious and Moral Activities of the 
army and navy, one of his responsibilities 
being the selection and preparation of lit¬ 
erature which the Young Men’s Christian 
Association distributed widely. 
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It is a high honor and a real pleasure to bring to you, my dear Dr. 
Sneer the greetings of the Boards of Foreign Missions of North America- a host 
Of your most ardent friends. I wish to thank this great Board of Foreign Missions, 
in whose oresence we are assembled, for inviting me to come from Pennsylvania the 
natal state of Dr. Speer, and to join in the grand chorus of praise filling this 
Assembly Room. Let'me remind you, one and all, that our good and faithful Secre¬ 

tary hails from a most illustrious family in tne Keystone State. 

Dr. Canon Gould was kind enough to tell me, "We all shall envy you the 

privilege of conveying to^hose present the general «« of -^^g^ion, 

whcT^by'his^ndo.vjments of tongue and pen has conferred greater benefits upon the Church 

at large.” 

Dr Patton has well said, "I do not envy you your task if you are to condense 
in one brief-address all interesting things that^will ^^^Spee^s many_ 

fsrst szssrJsr-w £* - s sr. xsrs,r.isr~~ 
one woman could answer, and perhaps not she. 

in order that I might partly qualify for this unusual occasion, I wrote to 

a coterie of Secretaries asking them to send “ £ I ho^e the fortj 

do not represent 

all they have said or would like to say. 

„ ea-jsr-asMSisvasa.Jas warning, in oraei x _0„-|i7P that vou will exercise suitable 
n qiiTYPrlfltives at his command. I realize max. +ho 

leader in the 

to other Boards.” 

~ a- Qphweinitz, out of a long and rich fellowship confesses, ” Tt is j 
pqIBIp to sav in a few words what Dr. Robert E. Speer has been to t,.e 

festly unpossi . n°pnterprise and what an inspiration he has been to all Miss 
entire Foreign Mission enterori h friendship and fellowship have be 
Boards and their Executive J^jbe." 
me personally I cannot eas ilj ,   ,—,- — trMlTtTTIBnBllBMFi18 



It was rather a startling revelation to me that Dr. Speer, as Secretary 

of the Board, is one year older than the historic Foreign Missions Conference. 
4s such Dr. Barton very deservedly entitles him, ’’the Dean of all Secretaries of 
all the Boards and in many ways. Time and honors and responsibilities seem to 
make no inroads upon his versatility or put check upon his activities. Of course 
we have made up our minds to the fact that Dr. Speer will have no successor. 
Secretaries will follow him but they will never succeed him in his noble record 

of his achievements, in his many spheres of distinguished activities.” 

njn the early organization of the Foreign Missions Conference he took 

an active part," says Dr. Earnshuis. "He was one of the outstanding leaders in 
the World Conference in Edinburgh in 1910, in the Conferences for Lntin America at 

Panama, and Montevideo, and Havana, and at the Conference in Jerusalem. Under 
his leadership and with his support and his influence the Presbyterian Church parti¬ 
cipates in more union institutions on the mission field than any other mission board 

in the world.” 

Dr. Diffendorfer declares, ”His long and rich experience, his ov/n deep 

devotion to the cause of Christ throughout the world and his courageous advocacy 
of the cause of Foreign Missions have constituted in him an inspiring example to us 
all »' 

Knowing Dr. Drach as I do, it was no surprise to me to have him break out 
in saying, "Dr. Robert E. Speer is the primus inter pares, the first among equals, 

the man to whom we confidently turn for a definition of a policy for the solution 
of a problem in the common missionary endeavor. He has a heart of brotherly love.” 

"The two words,” says Dr. Chamberlain, a bosom friend, ’’that always come 
to my mind in connection with this servant of the Church and servant of God are 
’strength' and 'power', the strength that he has gathered through these years of 
rare and rich experience and the increasing power which he is exercising by reason 
of it." 

It is the judgment of Dr. Armstrong that, "The name of Dr. Robert E. Speer 
is known better than any other among the friends of missions throughout the entire 
Christian church. We all love him for his personal qualities and leadership as we 
look up to him in matters of missionary policy and apologetics.” 

The venerable Dr. North says, "For over 40 years, many of them in rather 
close fellowship with him, he has been to me in a high sense, strength and comfort. 
Of course it is his personality which counts most." And the son. Dr. Eric North, 
adds, ’’To all of us will occur the depths of his rootage in vital faith in Christ, 

nis readiness to listen, his remarkable capacity for being ahead of his work and his 
sense of humor." 

"One hesitates to say anything concerning Dr. Speer," so writes the wise 
brother, Rev. Mr. Bonsack. "I can only offer my testimony to his wonderful contri¬ 
bution to the cause of Missions." 

^r* Cram says, "Missionary Secretaries of all Boards desire to have his 
inal judgment on all questions. His clear insight of all missionary problems and 
riSivs coupled with years of administrative experience makes him perhaps the most 

valued leader in the field of applied missions." 
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Jesse R. Wilson insists, "Clarity of judgment, keenness of insight, 

depth of conception and capacity for sustained and unaltered endeavor seem to mark 

him to an almost incomparable degree. Surely no one is so Christo-centric in 

his every thought, ideal, and aspiration." 

In gleaning from the sheaf of letters in my possession, I am led to be¬ 

lieve that one of the greatest influences in the life of Dr. Speer has been his 

contact with the youth of the land. 

"It was largely under his influence that I volunteered for Foreign service 

thirty—six years ago," says Dr. (Jorey, "and he has been one of my greatest inspira¬ 

tions ever since." 

Dr. Colton confesses, "The debt I owe Robert E. Speer dates back to stu¬ 

dent days and my earliest service as a Y. M. C. A. student secretary." 

Mr. Fay Campbell bears this significant tribute: "It is t ie most unusual 

thing in the world, I think, to see a man who lives up to what he believes. Dr. 
Speer has embodied for me this absolute sincerity and integrity, and I am deligated 

at the privilege of saying so." 

Mr. Franklin D. Cogswell reminds us of the thoughtfulness of Dr. Speer. 

"How eagerly he has always sought to help others, especially the young people^just 
entering Christian service to come into touch with the spirits of all times wnose 

books have eternal messages. I shall never forget how he sent me of- to In - ia. 

Dr. Ziegler writes, "From my college days when I first heard him down to 

the present, his great life has been both a challenge and inspiration to the best 

in my life." 

The same testimony is borne by Dr. Bollman, "His ministry came to me 

first at Northfield in the formative years of my ministry." 

"The whole missionary world is to be congratulated on having had the leader- 

shin of such a man, " says Dr. Fulton. "He stands almost without a peer," writes Dr. 
Stillwell "He has surely been one of God's choice gifts," says Dr. lover. "He 
is to me one of the missionary heroes of this present day and age," writes Dr. Goetsch. 

nWe all know him and love him for his own and for his work's -eke," writes Dr. Grant 
Canada "I regard him as the greatest missionary in America today," is the ver¬ 

dict of Dr. Haddaway. Miss Cobb pays this beautiful tribute, "While we acknowledge 

his 'Missionary Leadership' and rejoice in his power both in 'Prayer and Missions 

we recoinize in him also the 'Marks of a Man', and delight to present to him as a 
titled gentleman our testimonies of appreciation and affectionate esteem in this 

memorial of a true life." 

Other Secretaries write in similar strain. "Dr. Speer has been, and thank 

God still is, one of our foremost apostles of international good-will." - Rev. Mr. 

Heebner. 

"I esteem him very highly as our missionary 'Great-Heart'". - Dr. Beets. 

"Somehow we never think of him as a denominational executive. He truly 

belongs to us all." - Dr. Hopkins. 
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"I know of no man,” says Leslie B. Moss, ’’who is more beloved and more 
deeply respected throughout the whole body of Christian Churches in this country 
and through the missionary body scattered in the various countries in the world 
than is Dr. Speer.” 

’’Under the guidance of Dr. Speer and his colleagues, the Board of For¬ 
eign Missions of the Presbyterian Church has continued to occupy the leading place 
among the world's Foreign Missionary Societies, both in the cultivation of the 
home church and in the administration of the work in the fields. I think you and 
I are too near to Dr. Speer to get his measure in true perspective.” No doubt 
Dr. Anderson feels that ’’distance lends enchantment to the view-.” 

”As a lay-preacher and scholarly interpreter of the word of God,” Dr. 
Wolf "believes he ranks very high among those to whom is given to interpret the 
scriptures. His Christianity stood the test of the great world war.” 

From the Religious Society of Friends, through Miss Rhoades, comes this 
greeting, ”His outstanding qualities are his ability to combine strong conviction 
with a genial sympathy with fellow workers of widely varying opinions. His de¬ 
lightful sense of humor helps in this.” 

"Just to think of his being 40 years in that very responsible position!” 
exclaims Mrs. Campbell. "Praying that the Master whom he loves and serves so 
well may continue him for 40 years more as a Secretary." 

From the Presbyterian Church in the South, Dr. James I. Vance sent this 
felicitation: "By the Churches of Christendom, Dr. Speer is regarded as our fore¬ 
most missionary seer and statesman. His life has been invaluable to the missionary 
enterprise and long after he has gone to his reward his name will cast a spell 
over the hosts who press on to crown Christ King." 

’’Without a moment’s hesitation,” Dr. Endicott declares, "I would say 
that I believe Dr. Speer is the most gifted, most trusted, most useful, and best 
loved missionary Secretary in the world today." Among the other fine things this 
gifted brother said, "I am glad to know that you have been selected to represent 
your brethren on the anniversary occasion, next Monday." 

"Who can measure the value of such a personality as Robert E. Speer's? ” 
writes Dr. Franklin. "His influence is beyond all estimate. All denominations 
join the Presbyterians in gratitude for his many years of service since all of us 
claim him and he belongs to Christendom." 

The Executive Committee of my own Board of Foreign Missions has voted 
that I extend to you. Dr. Speer, our heartiest congratulations and well wishes, 
as well as to the great Board whom you so ably and faithfully represent. 

, Ee^J^ienda: Forty years as the peerless Secretary of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.! Why should we 
celebrate this memorable occasion? What is the constraining motive? Is there 
any special significance in the number, forty? Yes, there is a rich meaning to it. 

It is more significant than a silver anniversary, or a golden jubilee 
a iamond celebration. If you will open your Bible you will be surprised to 
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find how frequently reference is made to this s&cred number.^ 1 ° * _ 
call this period always alludes to ties of trial, trouble and temptat o . _ 
is the faithful, courageous, forward-looking Secretary who has no^ exoerie 

The flood was 40 days upon the earth. The children of Israe naa o I;. inevites 
vears in the wilderness. Moses interceded 40 days for his °e , * " . f 
proclaimed a fast for 40 days. Ezekiel must bear for 40 the transgress on^f 

Judaea. Our Lord spent 40 days in the wilderness. He was 4^.^e^n^e^ 
"He showed himself alive after his passion appearing unto the disciple, y 
of 40 days and speaking the things of the Kingdom of uoa." 

This devoted servant of Christ v/ho has been a Secretary of a .°[ ^ cast 
eign Missions need not be told of the many trials, anxieties ana^orrow^ ermobling 
their shadows athwart his pathway. These are the usual disciplines for tne eimobl - g 

of the soul, and no one can escaqe them who wo ^ ^ “ights ^ the wilderness 

5*422 K.*SS, 
periences of life, be they individual or collective, are the only .ay to xa 

and eternal glory. 

After the flood ca.e deliverance; after 

zs tztomb’ 
riScipLf?o” ^ron^he Sth! L^ntbacb to Le Father-. throne in Heaven. 

And may vre not hope that after these 40 years of faithful toil for the I 

Master in the spread of the Gospel in ali ithe ^""^“pirit? The 
heart of this dear brother an abundance of joy and peace m me no y i 1 

Lord grant it. 



X COUNT my thirty-four years of 

fellowship with him in service among 

the high privileges of my life. 

No other living man has more 

deeply influenced modern missionary 

thought and activity. Every year, 

except during his visits to the foreign 

field, he has addressed thousands of 
students in colleges, universities, se¬ 

minaries and summer conferences so 
that a whole generation has grown 

up with his impress upon it. In obe¬ 

dience to the Board’s request, I am 

preparing a Centennial History of 

Presbyterian Foreign Missions, and 
in many lands I have found the trail 

of Dr. Speer. In every field mission¬ 

aries have read his books and heard 

his voice and been helped and cheer- 
od by his letters. 

Never has there been a time when 

such leadership was so urgently 

needed. When I entered the Secre¬ 

tary’s office thirty-six years ago, 

there was a sub-conscious feeling 

that American Christians were 
reaching down from a superior 

height to help inferior peoples. Now, 

we have le'arned that non-Christian 

peoples have qualities that are 
worthy of our respect. Americans 

know that Japan is a world power 

with statesmen equal in ability to the 

best statesmen in the West; that the 

Christian soldier, President Chiang 

Kai-Shek, is leading China through 

difficulties as great as those that 

confronted George Washington in 
«ur own country; that the Hindu Ta¬ 

gore was awarded the Nobel Prize as 

one of the world’s outstanding lead- 

€rs thought; that by common con¬ 
sent the most remarkable personality 

Robert E. Speer 
Leader for 40 Years 

Remarks of Secretary Emeritus Arthur J. Brown 

on Dr. Sp eer's Fortieth Anniversary as Secretary 

of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, 
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in the world today is the East Indian 

Gandhi; and that the foremost evan¬ 

gelist of this generation is the Ja¬ 

panese Kagawa. 

And many Americans are saying: 

“Why should we send missionaries 

to such peoples, especially as our 

newspapers are daily describing po¬ 

litical corruption and commercial 

greed in our own country and Presi¬ 

dent Hoover has said that America 

is the most lawless of civilized na¬ 

tions.” Asia, wrenched from its emi¬ 

nent moorings, tempest tossed and 

drifting toward the breakers, is say¬ 

ing that Christian civilization is a 

broken, discredited thing and that 

the Orient has nothing to learn from 

the Occident. 

Meantime, the faith of many at 

home is shaken, and they are chal¬ 

lenging, not so much missionary 

methods as the adequacy of Christi¬ 

anity itself as a solution of the 

world’s problems. They are asking 

whether we have any religion to give 

to other peoples that is worth the 

effort and money that are being ex¬ 

pended? Schools and hospitals were 

the chief features in the missionary 

enterprise in which they were inter¬ 

ested, and now they hear that Asiat¬ 

ic governments are developing their 

own educational and medical services 

on a scale which we cannot possibly 
equal. 

This, by the way, may well remind 

us that education and physical heal¬ 

ing were never our real objectives, 

but that they were means to attain 

it, necessary, beneficent, but after 

all means and not ends. It is a spir¬ 

itual change that the missionary en¬ 

terprise exists for, and that is need¬ 

ed now not less but more. Greek 

art, literature and philosophy were 

highly developed when Christ came. 

The modern world counts Plato the 

profoundest of thinkers. The princi¬ 

ples of Roman law are still the basis 

of British and American legislation. 

Judaism had a far better code of 

morals than any non-Christian reli¬ 

gion with which we are dealing to¬ 

day; yet our Lord commanded his 

disciples to go into all the world and 

preach his gospel to every creature, 

and St. Paul centered his evangelis¬ 

tic efforts on the most cultivated cit¬ 

ies of the ancient world, Rome, Cor¬ 

inth and Ephesus. The missionary 

enterprise today may wisely stress 

its fundamental purpose of making 

Jesus Christ intelligently known and 

his principles definitely accepted. 

N OW the significance of this anni¬ 

versary of Dr. Speer’s secretaryship 

lies in the fact that at such a time 

the missionary cause abroad and the 

Church at home call for the leader¬ 

ship of men like him, men of clear 

vision, of unfaltering faith, or states¬ 

menlike plans and of catholic spirit. 

Our generation needs to be remind¬ 

ed, as General Smuts recently said 

in his address as President of the 

British Association for the Advance¬ 

ment of Science, that “the world 

consists not only of electrons and ra¬ 

diations but also of souls and aspira¬ 

tions.” Said that great Chinese 

Christian Chang Po-ling, “To be 

sure, it is a dis- [Turn to page 680] 
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They Honor Dr. Speer 
On His 40th Anniversary With the Board 

United Presbyterian 
Dr. SPEER is known to United 

Presbyterians first as a Christian 

and then as a missionary leader. 

Probably no man of this genera¬ 

tion has rendered a greater service 

to the cause of foreign missions 

than he has. Being a keen student, 

not only of the Gospel of Christ but 

also of the science of missions, he 

has been able through the period of 

his service to apply with accuracy 

to the administration of the cause 

in his Church the principles of world 

evangelization as stated by Christ. 

Those of us who have been asso¬ 

ciated with him in this service and 

have enjoyed his fellowship and prof-f 

ited from it, shall continue to hope 

and pray that he may serve the 

Church for many years more as 

friend and counselor to the servants 

of Christ in every land. 
-W. B. Anderson, 

Corresponding Secretary, 
Board of Foreign Missions 

Wj 
Northern Baptist 

ty HO CAN measure the value of 

such a personality as Robert E. 

Speer? His influence is beyond all 

estimate. Few voices in the history 

of the Christian Church have made 

such an effective appeal, as his for 

the prompt evangelization of the 

world. The clarity of his faith and 

his passion have inspired multitudes 

and have helped thousands to conse¬ 

crate their lives to highest objectives. 

A rare mental apprehension and a 

deep spiritual discernment are 

blended in him as in few men of our 

day. While he is a notably able ad¬ 

ministrator, his spiritual qualities 

have never been blurred by his at¬ 

tention to burdensome practical 

questions. Among us he has been 

a “censer bearer of the Lord, and 

throughout the earth the aroma of 

his soul is sweetening the lives of 

those who know him. Best of all, the 

Eternal Christ has obviously been in 

control of him and has manifested 

himself in the life of Robert E. 

Speer. —James H. Franklin, 
Foreign Secretary, American 

Baptist Foreign Mission Society 

Reformed 
The FULFILLMENT of forty 

years of service to the Presbyterian 

Church, and more particularly to the 

great missionary work of that 

Church, is indeed worthy of especial 

remembrance. In the case of Dr. Speer 

his service has been so far reaching, 

and his influence so wide, that the 

Church Universal holds him in high 

and grateful regard. The Reformed 

Church in America, a member of the 

great Presbyterian family, and its 

Board of Foreign Missions, com¬ 

memorating this year the completion 

of a century of organized life, cher¬ 

ish a peculiar sense of possession 

as to the service and leadership of 

Dr. Speer. All of our ministry, and 

especially our missionaries, regard 

him with deep and affectionate and 

grateful esteem. 
_Wm. I. Chamberlain, 

Corresponding Secretary, 
Board of Foreign Missions 

our Divine Lord. Again, he has 

brought to the cause of foreign mis¬ 

sions not only an acute but a spa¬ 

cious and comprehending mind. He 

has studied with patience every 

aspect of the foreign missionary en¬ 

terprise and has made all his breth¬ 

ren his debtors by the fullness of his 

knowledge and the ripeness of his 

wisdom. Lastly, with all his fine 

gifts, there is no man among us who 

possesses more winsomeness and rich 

brotherliness than does our great 

friend. 

United Church ot 
Canada 

ITHOUT a moment’s hesita¬ 

tion I would say that I believe Dr. 

Speer is the most gifted, most 

trusted, most useful and best loved 

foreign missionary secretary in the 

world today. I believe the foreign 

missionary secretaries would not 

only agree to this but would demand 

such recognition for our great leadei. 

Moreover, we all know why we love 

and respect him so sincerely and 

deeply. In the first place, he is one 

of the outstanding Christians of the 

world. No man of our generation 

has been more consistently and deep¬ 

ly loyal to our Lord than he. If ever 

there is even a shade of intolerance 

manifested by our friend, it is only 

when he senses a tendency to rendei 

something less than full honor to 

—James Endicott, 
Secretary, Board of Foreign Missions 

* * * 

Congregational- 

Christian 
THERE HAS been a very real rela¬ 

tionship between the two Boards 

which has been strengthened and 

elevated by the personality of Dr. 

Speer. The Board of Foreign Mis¬ 

sions of the Presbyterian Church in 

the U. S. A. has from its inception 

been bound by the closest ties to the 

American Board, and the American 

Board has now no truer friend than 

Secretary Robert E. Speer. Eager 

in cooperation, understanding with 

sympathy our perplexities, particu¬ 

larly in Moslem lands, ready but 

never presuming with counsel, al¬ 

ways radiating the calm confidence 

of a firm faith he helps to hold us 

steady in these days of sudden 

change. —Ernest W. Riggs, 
Secretary, American Board of 

Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
* * * 

United Lutheran 
0 UR BOARD and our Church have 

considered Dr. Speer the wisest 

leader in missions that we have had 

during the last half centui>. His 

understanding relative to all ques¬ 

tions has been greatly admired by us 

and we have trusted absolutely in 

his approach to the entire missionary 

enterprise. His motives and spirit 

have been our inspiration; and many 

times, when the Lutheran Church 
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DR. ROBERT £. SPEER 

Mr. President, you dear and lifelong friends who have been 

sneaking with such over-generous love, and all of you good friends 

who are here today, I don’t need to say that this is an awfully ap¬ 

palling occasion for me, with emphasis on the ”p&llH. I entareatd 

my associates in the Executive Council to postpone any celebration 

of this sort for six years when Dr* McAfee and I would be retiring 

together and at which time somebody said that Dr. Schell had. also 

threatened to quit. It seemed to me that that would be the occasion 

when the three of us might go dcwNA in Bone red burial blent” and the 

rest of ycu might then indulge in obsequies to an unlimited extent. 

Eut they were possessed by an immediate mortuary infatuation complex, 

and were unwilling to wait. So we are gathered here nor and I have 

& feeling ofAshame being all alone the cause of all this. If 

there had been two or three more I think re could have pulled through, 

but this is an awful ordeal for one poor individual who doesn’t take 

himself very seriously, or anybody else for that matter, snd who tries 

to realize just what true proportions and honest measurements really 

are. 

One finds it really very hard to appreciate why so much 

should be made of one’s hanging on for forty yearsi It would seem 

to indicate a rant of ambition and initiative - just to stay on-j any¬ 

body can do that’ I do think, however, that it is a virtu® that 

we have to emphasize in missionary enterprise today when we have so 

much of”short term service to see whether you like it or not.” 



I read recently an interesting interview in which iiurry-Up \oct, 

the emeritus coach of the University of Michigan eleven, as asked 

what nationality in his experience made the best kind of football 

layers. ^Polish” he replied, "because a Pole is & man *ho if 

you mill put him anywhere will stay there until he is killed. u~ 

on second thought,” he added, "I think the Scotch Irish are eien 

better, for if you put a ^cotch Irishman anywhere he will stay un¬ 

til the other man is killed.” This is the type of iron persistence 

the missionary enterprise^allfi^for and is calling for today. 

You would not rant any long speech fro me this aft moon, 

especially after the presentation of this ’’bridal reath". 

thought it was a wedding cake. Now I find that you an* oat it 

at ell, much less the fruit that comes out of it’ I could mike 

a long end serious speech. I could draw up a balance sheet oi 

forty years with credits and debits. I did that at t x one 

of the yea* when I was Moderator but I found the debit item an 

unpopular subject. For ay own good I draw up a balance sheet 

every day with an unsparing hand as to the items on the debit siae 

of the account .but here I mill fJA.sk only of bright things. 

T"h a Incomes into one*s mind in all the love good •i-.l 

of this gathering is that when these friends have been escribing 

these forty years they haverin'‘reality holding up the ideals which 

,f6 are all trying to realize but fail though we long to drew nearer 

. next 
to them. "I^ ubat comes into one*s mindAas he. looks at this gathering 

of love end goodwill and ther back over the years is the long way 

ahead that we have come in these forty years. An intimacy of affec- 

of relationships characterize u4 no? which 
t-ion and a tenderness 



I don't think rere present in the same sense or degree forty years 

u?o. There is a kindliness of feeling on the field far in sdvan e 

of what we knew then. Those the days of powerful personalities 

that slashed in a great many of our Missions. Perhaps the harmony 

today is due in part to the disappearance of these esceptional types 

aac to the lifting of the whole average but 1 t"kt*vK. that at home 

and inAralecions abrord there is t closeness of affection and personal 

friendship in advan -e of what we knew forty years ago. 

Second, there has been a great increase in the effectiveness 

of the work* in strength of administration, avoidance of waste motions, 

clarity of vision, and will to adapt means to the ends. This is true 

too at home and abroad. I remember Mr* Rankin, former treasurer 

of the Board, who represented the old regime. Ha core a capacious 

slouch hat^' it was siid,'{and5 very often when a large check cap® in 

he would terk it away in the lining of that slouch hat* Towards the 

end of the year if the receipts seemed to be lagging he would take 

something out from the lining or his hat but as like as not the checks 

would be allowed to stay there untll^neut year if they were not needed 

y. to balance the hooks. Nobody carries checks in hats toe a; 

l ft 
la tho-8 days xielc* balance* piled ap^fei# accumulations through long 

periods of years made come of the missions almost independent agencies* 

could not happen today, '4k are all members of one body and w® 

suffer or rejoice together. 

I can 360 what gain there has been in clarifying the question 

£t a 

of anas and Ideals. There were some, men who put brains into the 

missionary under taklng|» Bufus And ere on and Dr. llipwood were two out- 

standing minds Aorf missionary problems but"many diet not see mission policy 

, , -rk*3~ 
very clearly. You hear people sayAthe central ideals are not as clear today 



* X think the central ideals and problems and issuer a-* anch 

jleamr today than they were forty years ago. s?* ciiflcul.Ae« cnrtainl, 

have arisen and sc have to face fresh end heavy liabilities that recent year 

have uncovered, but on the other head there are new opportunities, »e* 

Bet#* new resources* 35 
<_ certainly there is a far elder intelligence esc, noro fae« J interns 

in the work of foreign nl-ions now than forty years ago and X do not see ^ 

that the criticise rite -blob re ere familiar today w on-- £»\em 

WM 

than t?ci*o th©n» 

I read an address by one of our good missionary 1 ead&rS not long 

in Which ho deplored the lack of nissM interest in the Church *** 

and contrasted it with the old days ‘when every M» «as interested i 

. i « t r?o not. rememoor these days x G0 ^ ^ 
®issionary enterprise 1 -° 

h riRvs Th's-ro i«? sufficient indifference anu ignorance 
there ever were each dsyfc* iJ;3U 

i Vi» afraid of it and 's© will not be sfrsj-d 
and opposition now but we need not be etr«io 

f it* 

In looking out beyond the Church across the world one realises 

v nrih that is the sane there is much also that represents 
hat while Chare is much that n cne a**.. 

m. jj cforent Darts of the old world vfsie 
, total and fiundsmental change, the different pares 

, fk„ *1,,* vou could travel around the whole world 
(0 iadlfX©3r®a^ to one another tna j 

, „ have a world so closely inter-kilt and 
aaoat without u passport. Son we h-ve a 

„0 self-conscious and independently concerned that you can hardly cross a 

3ingie national boundary without credentials. Old superstitious are gone 

»t there is tee danger teat with teen the view of human rife as related 

invisible power which is the foundation of .11 religion nay be undermiuec -Iso. 

i_li 

_ fw rb-riatian world are now penetrating 
ie (X^Vk -Chris tian forces of the non-bhrut 



the^orld that used to be called Christian and a^Christian forces in 

that nominally Christian world are diffusing themselves through the rhole of 

,onkind. The battle is the same that it has always been but it is now 

unmistakably a world struggle. one who shirks his share in it as a 

,orld struggle is disqualifying himself for the conflict in any single nation.- 

But laying all these tilings aside what one thinks of/\today is 

the blessed associations of these forty years. W older brother, who -as a 

lawyer here in Hew Tork, active in Democratic politics, a newspaper man, a 

Gibraltar of personal integrity, who saved the city millions of dollars as 

corporation ccuhsol in connection with land acquisition for the ne^r water 

system in the Catskills, and whose associations grew out of these relatioa- 

chii r? spoke to me enviously once of the difference between hi a friendships 

and mine. Indeed work like this has for forty years thrown one into 

association with the best and mo3t unselfish, the most ample-minded and 

Christian spirited men and women throughout the world - the very best in 

every race in every land. X think of the older missionaries I know in¬ 

timately and loved: Hepburn, Guido Verbsck, David Thompson, end William 

labrie of Japan, Hevius and Martin and Mateer and Kerr, with whom I took a 

loTx: interior journey in China; and Labarse end Coc-hran and Holmes oi Persia; 

Chaaborl&in and Lane of Brazil: and McGilllv&ry and Alison and Dunlap of S am* 

/\.nc I rejoice to think of the friendship of men of other nations^ of losing 

fellowship with them and long continued correspondences- ttaeahlaa Uemura, 

Kajinos’/uke Ibuka, and Reispii Minaai of Japan; .Chatterji ana^Masoji of India; 

Kasha Mooahe Dooman and Mirza Saeed Khan of Persia; Arcadio Morelis of Mexico 

and Alvaro Eeis and Eduardo Pereria and Srasiao Braga of Brazil and 

of Chile. 

'''■"The friendship of these men has been worth all that these forty years 

have involved. 



ifhum one looks about an the faces of the good and groat non whose 

portraits hasg an the Wills of this room, I think of our four Presidents of the 

Board ^hoia £ have known and .hose portrait! ts are here* Dr* Bells* Dr, Paxton* 

Dr, Alexander* Sir James Swing. Dr, Welle I net hen I w s a boy in college and 

went to apeak at a missionary mooting in Lakewood* H, J.* where I saw his shov*- 

sshito head and b:ard* and whore he came up after the meeting rlth the benignity 

and affection that warm characteristic of him 'and tho friendehip began dial lasted 

through life, Aad I think of some of the ordained men* members of the Do rd, ,iho 

are gemot Will Richards, John Patterson and Dr, Booth* who was one 01 the best 

informed men in this country on affairs in Africa. And the gr at layman of the 
ba* 

Board Come back to one's mind* beginning with William T, Booth and £ar«^Iinriley, 

Mr, Booth was chairman of the committee \hich nominated me as secretary oi the 

Bo/o-d, And Mr. Warner Van Worden and Dr. Joseph Kerr wore the other sembvS# 

And there were Henry Id© and D. I?. McWilliams, Vice-Presidents of the Board* and 

Darwin R* James, and my dear unci© William Stiger* mr chairr.^a of the finance 

committee. And I dare not trust myself to sp-mk of fries© shi] s here in the 

offices with Dr. U Linwood, Dr. Gillespie, Woodruff Halsey, Stanley fhite, William 

jDulles* Charles Hand* and the dear friends who are h re still. Ana ttomm tn- re 

have been the woman in the old Woman's Boards* and then in the united Woman's 

Board, and throughout the Missions, the ablest and nobl st morion that one could find 

cm earth. 

But there is too much to say, and one met not be too serious in its 

saying. Our business is to forget the past, to start out from here upon new 

days. If I ware to take myself seriously* I would be putting it all in some lin-s 

of Whittier'S which I learned long ago as a lad* 

Let tho thick curtain fall 
I bettor kiio • than all 
How little I have gained 
How vast tiic unattainod 

Others shall sing the song 
Others shall ri$it the wrong 
Finish what I begin 
And all I fail of •rl® 



7-z, 
that sat tor I or they 
Mine or another's clay 
So the right word be said 
And life the sweeter made 

Ring bells in unreared steeples 
The joy of unborn peoples 
Sc*und trumpets far off blown 
lour triumph is my own 

Only not taking our selves &■ riously but with the careless read 

resolved courage of the new day's dawn we are going to start off now - all of 

new deeds, new struggles and, thank God, new victories* us - for new times. 



John Wilson Wood, D.C.L. 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

The Rev. A. B. Parson 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

SECRETARY FOR LATIN AMERICA 

. Vaughan, M.D., medical adviser 

(150 Fifth Avenue, New York) 

CABLE ADDRESS! “FENALONG NEW YORK” 
DES: MISSIONS, WESTERN UNION AND BENTLEY 

The National Council 
PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Church Missions House 
281 FOURTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Telephone: GRamercy 5-3012 

DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

October 16, 19 31. 

Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D., 
1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

Corporate Title 

THE DOMESTIC & FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

« 

The Spirit of Missions 
ONE DOLLAR A YEAR 

A 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO 

Lewis B. Franklin, treasurer 

IN REPLY TO THIS LETTBR, 

PLEASE REFER TO ITS DATB 

I have received your letter of October 

13th concerning the Fortieth Anniversary of Dr. Robert 

E. Speer. 

II mm 

In order to tell the truth about Robert Speer 

one would have to draw upon all the superlatives at his command. 

However, as superlatives sometimes defeat their own ends no 

matter how accurate they may be, I realize that you will exercise 

suitable restraint. 

As a friend of all mission boards other than 

those of his own Communion, Speer has ever been staunch, 

appreciative, sympathetic and most unselfish in time and strength. 

He has gl^^^bott in thinking through missionary problems and 

in accepting invitations to speak on behalf of the work of other 

boards. You must feel as I do, that Speer belongs not to the 

Presbyterians alone, but to the whole Christian Church, especially 

in its missionary operations. His power as a speaker, his vigor 

as a writer, his clearness as a thinker have been invaluable 

to other boards. 

As a leader in the work of foreign missions, Speer 



Dr. Bartholomew - 2 - 

to my mind, is the out-standing figure in the world today and 

has been for these many years. What I have said above in 

connection with his relation to the boards, applies in part to 

his leadership in the work of foreign missions. Speer is 

always sane in his gpproach to difficult .questions. He never 

takes himself seriously. He never gives you the impression that 

he thinks he is an oracle. On the contrary, with humility and 

humanness, with keeness of intellect and depth of spiritual 

purpose , he goes to the heart of every question and every 

situation. Many times you have seen him as I have, in a 

conference, clear away a mass of sentimentalism on the one hand 

or loose thinking on the other, and p©int out With almost 

invariably unerring accuracy, the real elements to be taken into 

cons ideration. 

His devotion to the cause, his ability to see 

cl arly and to think straight, his power to express himself, his 

marvelous memory, his sympathy with all forward movements, his 

absolute squareness and integrity, his balance and sanity, his 

reverence for human nature, his reliance upon God - all these 

and other qualities combine to put Robert Speer in a class by 

himself and to make him the out-standing leader in foreign mission 

enterprise of the past forty years. 

Sincerely yours, 

1WW: MK 



THE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED BRETHREN 

FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL 

THE TREASURER’S OFFICE: 
DIRECTORS: 

The Rev. S. H. Gapp, Ph.D., D.D., (1925) 
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The Rev. J. E. Weinland, D.D., (1930), 

Vice-President; 
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President; 

Vice-President; AMONG THE HEATHEN 
Eugene A. Rau, (1894) 
Fred B. Hartmann, (1921) 
John E. Leibfried, (1922) 
Frank H. Martin, (1922) 
T. Seward Titlow, (1925) 

(The incorporated missionary society of the Moravian Church in America) 

The oldest incorporated Protestant Foreign Missionary Society 

in the United States 

Incorporated by the Act of the Legislature of Pennsylvania 
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BETHLEHEM 831 

Treasurer of Missions: 

PAUL de SCHWEINITZ, D.D., (1898) 
ocnwein.rz, u.u.v Wednesday, February 27th, 1788. 

October 14th, 1931* 

:y dear Dr. Bartholomew: - 

I am somewhat puzzled to know how to 

comply with your request of the 13^ inst* 

But I have tried to reduce to writing some of my impressions 

of Dr, 3peer, altho I do not know just v/hat use you can make of 

them 

It certainly will be a memorable occasion on November 2nd 

and I wish you much joy and blessing in it. 

Very cordially yours. 



It is manifestly impossible to say in a few words what Dr. 

Robert E. Speer has been^/ to the entire Foreign Missionary 

enterprise, and what an inspiration he has been to all Mission Boards 

and their executive officers. His grasp of missionary problems makes 

him easily one of the outstanding missionary statemen of this 

epoch. His convincing manner of presenting the missionary principles 

almost compels assent. His winsome method of presenting these 

truths makes an almost irresistible appeal. Hisjsound schlarship 

and his marvellously wide readingjgive3 him a tremendous influence 

in all missionary circles. 

Above all his unswerving loyalty to our Lord Jesus Christjawalcens 

a confidence in all who labor with him. Kis faith in this blessed 

Lord makes it possible for him to present an optimistic message 

even in these days of perplexity and strain and stress, mis is 

not a shallow optimism, but one based upon the experience of the 

upholding strength of a living Lord, and thus he insj)ires others 

with new courage and confidence. 

What his frienship and fellowship ha^been to me personally 

I can not easily describe. It has been a great privilege to 

have been associated with him in a small way and to have shared in 

his winning companionship. 

PAUL DE SCHWBI1TITZ, 
Treasurer of Moravian Missions. 

Bethlehem, Pa., 
October 14th, 1931* 
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19 3 1. 

The Reverend 
Allen R.Bartholomew,D.D. 

Board of Foreign Missions, 
Schaff Building, 
1505 Race St. 
Philadelphia,Pa. 

Dear Dr. Bartholomew:- 

I am leaving the City tomorrow morning and can only 
„.a a hurried reply to your letter. Neither you, nor your hearers, 
on November Ind!wi11 Judge, I trust, my estimate and apprec¬ 
iation of Dr.Robert Elliott Speer by the necessary brevity of 

this letter. 

We shall all envy you the privilege of conveying to 
those present11 the genera/sense of Dr.Speer's worth and service 

T have known Dr.Speer, more or less intimately, for about 

twenty-five years andean • ^ constable degree 

s 
gfEtSS ^^t^l^fflh^S^ufkith in general, and to 

that of Christian missions in particular. 

Hjg 

I know of no man, of our day and generation, who by his 
* n-r tongue and pen has conferred greater benefits upon 

the°Churoh at Jarge? ^d in whose personality and spirit a 
iarger nmber of fdmirers and well-wishers consider it a 
privilege to enjoy a sense of possession. -. 

■ . ■ - ■ .1ST " 

■ 
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May the abundant benefits conferred upon others, 
through Dr.Speer's forty years of service, he "twice blessed , and 
returning rest in richest measure upon himself, equipping 

still greater service, and filling his mind and so 
with all Joy and peaces for the years that remain. 

SGr— Cr 

Believe me/, 

Yours very faithfnll 

General Sec 

f - 1 ■ H B ' 
"The Love of Christ Constraineth Us 

19 
\r 

United Christian Missionary Society 

rEPHEN J. COREY, PRESIDENT 

J. CAHILL, First Vice-President 
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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN M ISSIONARY SOCIETY 

Board of Church Extension 

CHRISTIAN WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS 

Foreign Christian Missionary Society 

National Benevolent Association 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

October 28,1931 

Dr. A. R. Bartholomew, 
1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

I have your letter concerning the fortieth 
anniversary of the election of Dr. Robert E. Speer as 
secretary of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions. I 
wish I might be present at this anniversary of my dear 
friend in the work. Dr. Robert E. Speer. It was largely 
under his influence that I volunteered for foreign service 
thirty-six years ago, and he has been one of my greatest 
inspirations ever since. Dr. Speer is the personal embodi¬ 
ment of the foreign missionary enterprise. By his great 
ability, his untiring energy, his masterful leadership, and 
his grasp of the world mission of Christianity, he has 
challenged a great host of leaders in all lands. His 
aggressive books and his spiritual leadership have deepened 
the Christian life of many thousands. 

I cherish his personal friendship greatly 
and wish him many more years of service in this great cause 
which is dearer to him than life. 

Sincerely 

&BHI 

yours, 



Foreign Committee 

WA LTE R W.HEA 

Treasurer 

OF THE 

NATIONAL COUNCILS OF THE YOUNG MENS CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND CANADA 

Corporate Titles of the Constituent Bodies 

For the American Council: General Board of the Young Men's Christian Associations 

For the Canadian Council: The National Council of You ng Men's Christian Associations of Canada 

General Office - 347 MADISON AVENUE,NEW YORK 

E .T. COLTON, Executive Secretary Cable Address FORSE/V) 
Code: MISSIONS 

October 22, 1921. 

Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D. 
Room 210 Schaff Building, 
1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa* 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

Returning to my correspondence from quite an extender* 
absence I have before me your request of October 12th. 

The d^bt I ov;e Robert E. Speer dates back to student 
days and my’earliest service as a Y.M.C.A. student secretary. 
The indebtedness grows bigger with the years, for both as a m 
and great Board administrator he has poured out on all o. u. 
the abounding richness of his life as a Christian whose gra 
ever overflowed and refreshed the dry places in the hearts of 
men and women across the worlc. 

You have a great life to ’which to witness on November 
2nd, and 1 am sure you will fulfill the high mission. 

Yours sincerely. 

E. T. Colton 



Si 
( Intmission, New York 

Cablegrams. | Inmisco, London 
Codes { 

Missions 
China Inland Mission 

„ ( New York: Caledonia 9137 
Telephone: J London: Sloane 1425 

National Missionary Council of Australia 
Societe Belge de Missions Protestantes au Congo 
National Christian Council of China 
Conseil Protestant du Congo 
Dansk Missionsraad 
Deutscher Evangelischer Missionsbund 
Societe des Missions Evangeliques de Paris 
Conference of Missionary Societies in Great 

Britain and Ireland 

Composed of the following Organizations 

National Christian Council of India, Burma, and 
Ceylon 

National Christian Council of Japan 
Korean National Christian Council 
Committee on Cooperation in Latin America 
Near East Christian Council 
Commissie van Advies (The Netherlands) 
Netherlands India 
National Missionary Council of New Zealand 
Norsk Missionsraad 

Foreign Missions Conference of North America 
(United States and Canada) 

National Christian Council of the Philippine 

Islands * 
National Christian Council of Siam 
Missionary Societies of South Africa 
Suomen Lahetysneuvosto 
Svenska Missionsradet 
Association of Missionary Societies in Switzer¬ 

land 

Chairman: John R. Mott, 230 Park Avenue, New York City 

Secretaries: J. H. Oldham; William Paton, 2 Eaton Gate, London, S.W. 1 

A. L. Warnshuis, 419 Fourth Ave., New York City 

October 15, 1951, 

Dr* A* R. Bartholomew, 
1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa* 

Dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

I am very glad to learn that you are going to speak on behalf of 
all the foreign missionary boards at the Fortieth Anniversary of Dr. Speer’s 
services as Secretary of the Presbyterian Board, Your letter reaches me at 
a time when I am very much crowded and unable to give any thought to your 
question* I assume that you are writing this way to a number of other board 
secretaries and that you will be abundantly supplied with much good material 
for your address. I can only give you a few brief hints of some of the things 
that might be sAid. 

From our special point of view and with particular reference to the 
development of cooperation between the boards, we have always looked upon Dr. 
Speer as one of our best friends, strong in counsel and able in leadership. 
Of course he was directly concerned in the early organization of the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America. He was one of the outstanding leaders 
in the World Conference in Edinburgh in 1910. He was again the leader in or¬ 
ganizing the Conferences for Latin America, at Panama and Montevideo and Havana, 
and has from the beginning been the Chairman on the Committee on Cooperation in 
I^tin America, AgAin, he was one of the leaders at Jerusalem and he has been 
active continuously in many ways in all of the developments of cooperative plans. 
Under his leadership, and with the support of his influence, the Presbyterian 
Board participates in more union institutions on the mission field than any 
other mission board in the world. 

I surely do not need to tell you anything about Dr. Speer’s splendid 
leadership in the whole missionary marement with his strong evangelistic purpose 
and his wise counsel. 

With cordial greetings, I am 

alw/mhs 

Yours very sincerely. 



URCH 

iv, N.V. 

October 16, 1931 

Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew 
1505 Race Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew, 

Js'rom my first glimpse of Robert L. Speer as a 
speaker at a Student Conference at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, 
when I was a college student thirty years ago, down to the 
present day as I am intimately associated with him in admin¬ 
istrative and cooperative relationships in the missionary 
enterprise, he has been a continual inspiration.to me per¬ 
sonally and a wise counselor on matters of missionary a^n” 
istration. We have marveled at the orderliness of his min 
and his ability to give adequate attention x,o a great vane y 
nf matters His long and rich experience, his own deep devo¬ 
tion" to the cause of Christ throughout the world, and his 
courageous advocacy of the cause of foreign missions have con- 
stituted in him an inspiring example to us all. 

Through you, we congratulate the Presbyterian 
rhn-roh and its Board of Foreign Missions and the entire 
Christian world on his forty years of experience as a Secretary 

of the Board of Foreign Missions. 

ABG 



YALE UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 

DWIGHT HALL 

NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 

October 30, 1931. 

Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew, 
1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Doctor Bartholomew; 
» 

Your letter of October 13th came at a time when I could not think 
straight, even about such an important thing as the message it contained. 
We have just dedicated new quarters for our Christian Association here 
at Yale, and the major celebration came on Friday night last. During 
the past six weeks I have simply neglected everything that did not relate 
to this one task. I hope you will forgive me. 

In answering your request that I say something about Dr• Speer, 
I think I can best do it by referring to a little talk I gave some years 
ago to theological students here in New England. At that time I said 
there were three men who had influenced me most profoundly in ray religious 
thinking as an undergraduate. The three were Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, 
Dr. Richard Roberts of Toronto, and Dr. Robert E. Speer. From Coffin I 
got the most help in my conception of what God is like. From Roberts 
I got a new insight as to the ethical significance of Jesus; and from 
Dr. Speer I caught a vision of what absolute and uncompromising devotion 
to Christ could mean in a life. 

I still feel exactly that way about Dr. Speer. I have seen him in 
connection with our Student Volunteer work very often during the last 
fifteen years, and I watched him at work at Jerusalem. Largely through 
his influence the missionary enterprise has come to be my major interest 
in life. It is the most unusual thing in the world, I think, to see a man 
who lives up to what he believes. It is what the world needs most at the 
present time. Dr. Speer has embodied for me this absolute sincerity and 
integrity, and I am delighted at the privilege of saying so. 

Please believe that the only reason for this delay has been that all 
ny mail not directly bearing on the Dedication of Dwight Hall was held 
aside until that big event was over. 
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TREASURER 

»; ?1 

BIBLE HOUSE “A/ ASTOR PLACE CABLE ADD> 

‘biblehouse ne 

liwlp® 1 
telephone 

ST UVVESANT 9- 

oct. 17. 1931. 

Rov. Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D.» 
Board of Foreign Missions 
Reformed Church in the United States, 

1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Penn. 

Bear Dr. Bartholomews 

The writing of an estimate of 

Dr. Speer requires more *h« ^ "tLt^eserve 
„ords than / £» /or t^allt i^ ^ #f 

his devotion, th. rounded versions of *e 

his scorn of cant. ratinrly endeavors to 
r9al facts which he ^ /netraUnglyj ^ ^ ^ of 

find, aid the impress! - - f ith in Christ, 
the depth of hisrrootage in vital tait 

But some might not add his readiness 

to listen, his rem,r^lefcapacity ^.e 

his work, and his sense r am giad to help in so 
you have already thought of Out 1 

good a cause. 

Faithfully yours 



National Board 

of the 

Young Womens Christian Associations 

of the United States of America 

Cable Address 

Emissarius, New \ork 

600 Lexington Avenue 

New York, N. Y. 

Telephone 

Plaza 3 - 4700 

October 27, 1931 

Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D. 
Room 310 Schaff Building 
1505 Race Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

This is a very belated reply to your request of October 12 but 
I have been aghast at even trying to state in a few words anything adequate to 
express my estimate of Dr. Speer. Even now I would much prefer to have you 
take what I say and if you use it at all couch it in your own words because I 
am not gifted with facility of expression and it will poorly convey what should 

be said 

These are the adjectives I think of when I try to describe even 
to myself Dr. Speer’s significant service for missions: long - continuous - 
consistent — unwearying — scholarly — reassuring. The last one named is one 
that should be emphasized for how many times I have seen a meeting get into a 
certain spirit of doubt or hesitancy or discouragement or confusion and have 
heard a few words from Dr« Speer resolve that atmosphere to one of reassurance 
and constructive outlook. He has to an unusual degree the art of synthesis, 
taking what everyone has said in a discussion and expressing the consensus of 
opinion on a high level instead of emphasizing the differences in the points 
of view brought out in the discussion. As for your label given him,”a friend 
of the boards”, what could 1 not say on that subject when he is the husband of 
the Mrs. Speer who has been president of the particular board I serve for six¬ 
teen years 1 UShy he is not only our friend but our collective helpmeetl 

I wish you happiness on the auspicious occasion 

Sincer^1 Tr 

Sarah S. Lyon 
Executive 

SSL«EK 



The Board 

Otho Winger • • president 

NORTH MANCHESTER. INDIANA 

J. J. Yoder ■ vice-president 

MC PH ERSON. KANSAS 

H. H. NYE • HUNTINGDON. PA. 

Levi Garst • • salem. va. 

J. B. EMMERT • LA VERNE. CAl. 

J. K. Miller • cedar rapids ia. 

L. C. MOOMAVK • ROANOKE. VA. 

Elgin. Jinivois 
22 SOUTH STATE ST. 

CABLE ADDRESS 

BRETHREN’ 

Oct. 16, 1931. 

The Office 

Chas. D. Bonsack 
GENERAL SECRETARY 

H. Spenser Minnich 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

M. R. ZlGLER 
HOME MISSION SECRETARY 

CLYDE M. CULP 
TREASURER 

Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D. D., 
Room 310 Schaff Bldg., 
1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

We are glad that you will be present at the Fortieth 

nniversary of the election of Ur. Robert nlli p 
<£nilr secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres 
oemor , TT q , t know of no one who will be byterian Church in the U. S^ A I than yourself 
able to refer to Dr. ->peer - . . co-operative cause 
out of your long years of relationship in the co o_ 
of Christian missions by the American .,oarc . 

One hesitates to say anything his^tlengtiDoutstanding 
SO v/ell known, so keenly ’ ld mean very little. I can 
that any of our per sonal ^ionswuld ,t0 his 

only offer, ao on cause of Christian missions. Re has 
wonderful contribution a f his penetrating mind, his 
given forty years of the and devoted Christian char- 

S - -stleth 

Lorffill^ye^uHLryears oAurther usefulness for our common 

cause. 

Trusting you will have a blessed and profitable fellowship 
together, anfasfuSng you of our best wishes therefore, I am 

Most cordially years, 



Board of Missions 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH 

W.G.CHAM, General Secretary 

lOCTOHS'BUILDISG 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

October 21, 1931. 

Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew, 

Schaff Building, 
1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

Replying to your communication of October 13th I am herewith 
handiig you our estimate of Dr. Robert E. Speer as a Foreign 
Secretary and Christian statesman: 

While Dr. Speer has been a Secretary of the Board of Foreign 
Fissions of the Presbyterian Church, u. S; a., he has also , in 

a peculiar sense, been an honorary secretary of all Boards of 
Foreign Fissions. 

I,is clear insight of all missionary problems and tasks coupled 
• ith years of administrative experience make him perhaps the 
most valued leader in the field of applied missions. 

Lissionary secretaries of all Boards desire to have his final 
judgment on all questions. Do less does the rank and file of the 
Protestant churches look eagerly to his leadership and listen 
carefully to his pronouncements. The Secretaries of the Board 
of Fissions of the L. E, Ghurch, South, felicitate Dr. Speer 
and his Board upon this hapoy occasion. 

-Cost sincerely yours 

General Secretary. 

VfGC/S 



STUDENT VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT 

419 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

of the General Secretary 

October 22, 1931 

Dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

I„ response to your 
least a hurriedly written word concerning ur. P 

No man has ever 
completely under the sway of J^Chr ^ christo. 
Dr. Robert E. Speer, purely ^ aSpiration. 
centric, in his every than these words 
Nothing is more characteristic of him in 

which he so often quotes: 

•c«.« i -rsrs.® “s,“m“ '°u' 
* 5s.»"»«-"%a'X!r» as*. 

throt sorrow and thro* sinning 
"Yea thro® life, death, * sufficed: 

He shall suffice me for he haths ^ 

CbI"christ E hfginS^ofthe end is Christ,- 

The result of this de™tio“ ' 
ly colored and strengthens every^ . clarity of judgment, 

seems to have been 30 ^ 7t COnviction, and capacity for sus- 
keenness of insight, d®P seem to mark him to an almost in- 
tained and unaltering stuijent Volunteer Movement through 
comparable degree, *“J£e f ud d look to hlm as a never 

the years we have counsel. 
failing source of mspiraxiou ~ 

I shall feel greatly honored if this helps you any at all in 

framing an estimate of Dr. Speer. 

Sincerely, 
r~ 

Dp. Allen R. Bartholomew, 
Board of Foreign Missions, 

Reformed Church in the U.S., 

1505 Race Street, 
Reformed unurczi iu —-’ J 

,h ar* 



REV. HENRY E. COBB. D.D.. 

WM. I. CHAMBERLAIN. PH. D. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

POTTER. L. H. D 

ASSOCIATE SECRETARY 

WILLIAM J. VAN KERSEN. D. D. 

DI9TRICT SECRETARY 

HOLLAND. MICH. 

THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 

25 East 22nd Street 

New York 

CABLE ADDRESS: SYNODICAL. NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: ALGONQUIN 2151 

presid! 

REV. T. H. MACKENZIE. D. D. 

CHAIRMAN EXEC. CO 

F. M. POTTER. L. H. D. 

TREASURER 

October 15, 1951 

The Revd.A.R. Bartholomew, D.D., 

1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Dr.Bartholomew: 

Your note of October 12th has just reached me. 

affe has its privileges as well as its burdens. In this case 

L^r^^f/oro^ is: 
mutual friend of us all, Dr. Speer. 

The two words that always come to my mind in connection with 

this servant of the churches and servant of God are strength and power, 
the strength that he has gathered through these years of rare and rich 
experience and the increasing power which he is exercising y reason o i 

I confess your final appeal as to "help at a time of need" does 

not so much impress me because we all know of your own rich resources o 

insight and sympathy. 

Yours very cordially, 



Cornelius h. Patton 

888 ASYLUM AVENUE 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

Oct. 18th, 1931. 

Dear Dr, Bartholomew, 

I do not envy you your task if you are to con' ense 
in one brief address all the interesting things that 
will he ssfo hy Dr. Speer's many friends of the various 

•— “ do i envy Dr. Speer the necessity 
things said. However, the occa- 
and I am glad y~u are to repre- 

hoards. 'btill less 
of hearing,al1 those 
si on is aworth;y6ne 
sent us all.. , 

I hope you will make clear that Dr. opeer oe- 
longs to the entire fellowship of foreign hoards al- 
most as much as heroes to his own denominational board. 
Whether we think of him as the scholarly interpreter 
of the history and nhilosonhy of missions, as the cnam- 
pion of the cause in the face of the current uncer¬ 
tainty, douht and opposition, or as the adviser of in¬ 
dividual missionaries and missionary administrators, 
it is plain that the hoards one and all will claim him 
as their own. This can he said of him as it can of 
no other man in the fellowship.of the foreign work. 

I presume the general Christian public will think 
of Dr. Speer in terms of his eloquence on the p-at-orm, 
as the outstanding figure of our time in the prssenta- 
tion of the broader aspects of the Gospel d Christ. 
I find myself thinking of him primarily m his power 
of analysis, when confronting a complicated proolem 
of wolicy or administration, his genius for enetrat- 
ing to ?he heart of the matter, of offering solutions 
which may appear to he the result of intuition, 
which in reality are the outcome of a balancea an 
reasoning mind. How much we have owe- to him in this 
reslmTonl” those who-/have sat at his side year after 
year in the meetings 6f Reference and Counsel can tell. 
Th^t brain of his has been a mighuy factor in the mak 
ing of cooperative missionary history during these 

r°rtyButaiSwant toisay that most of all I think of Dr. 
Sneer as a man of Wist, one through whom the.spirit 
of the Master a radience as kindly as it is per-_ 
Trasire I tftink all who meet him end all who tear -im 
f«i d&n to him as a brother and friend.My first diredT 
knowledge of Dr. Speer came in connection with a meet- 
ing in Park Street Church, Boston, which he addie- - - 
some thirtv years ago. I forget the nature o f the 
meeting; hut it was enough that it was addressed by 
Hobert^K. Speer, then comparatively young. ^ . 

went out under the spell of his vibrant voice, 
unman aU U. 1 0 ^ i O ^. 

a lady remarked, "imat must it he^to^the^ 

a man?’1 That was e. , , __1 g ^ thank God there are 

SHHtudesPeofpeoTetiSnllm;nyBlandstwho can say 

Sas meant to he the “ ^ a man< 

mother of such 
an- 

what it 

friend of such 

Fraternally yours, 

(j) 



-IAIRMAN 

REV. W. T. G. BROWN. D.D. 

ECRETARtES 

REV. JAMES END1COTT, D.D.. LL.D. 

REV. A. E. ARMSTRONG, D.D. 

REV. JESSE H. ARNUP. D.D. 

(Elutrclj of Canaha 
of foreign ^fissions 

299 QUEEN ST. WEST 

TORONTO 2, CANADA 

Cable Addresses: 

WESLEYANA. TORONTO 

BUTEROS, TORONTO 

Oct. 16, 1931. 

Bav. Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D., 
Room 310 Schaff Bldg., 

1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia, Pa., 

U.S.A. 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew, 

I have your letter of Oct. 13th 
and I am very glad to send you the enclosed though I am much 
dissatisfied with it for it does not at all adequately ex¬ 
press my regard for and esteem of our dear friend Dr. Speer. 
I hope you can find adjectives and phrases for the interesting 
occasion of Rov. 2nd which will much more fittingly indicate 
to the gathering what his brethren in the Mission Boards of 
this continent think of him. 

I am hoping to be present on that 
occasion but it is just possible something may intervene to 

prevent. 

You were kind enough to enclose a 
8tamped,addressed envelope but I am returning it because long 
ago a political party in this country failed to win its way to 
power on the issue of reciprocity with the United States and 
so we have no interchange of postal facilities between your 
country and ours. 

Y/ith best wishes, I am 

* 



MRS. J. HALSM1TH 

SPECIAL SUPPORT SEC- 

Dayton. Oh io 

Oct. 17, 1931. 

Dr. A. L, Bartholomew, 
15th & Race Sts. , 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

In reply to your request of October 13, 
t am sending you the following expression of appreciation of 
the unusual leadership which Dr. Robert E. Speer has given 
to the foreign missionary work of the Church. 

It is a joy to share in this way the fortieth 
anniversary of Dr. Robert E. Speer's elevation to the 
Secretaryship of the foreign mission ffork of e 
Presbyterian Church. He has always seemed to me as 
"a man sent from God" to guide the destinies of the 
foreign enterprise of the Kingdom. From my college 
days .when X first heard him, down to the present, his 
great life has been both a challenge and inspiration 

to the best in my life. 

The church and the whole missionary enter¬ 
prise is greatly indebted to him for his statesman¬ 
like leadership during these forty years. It is 
difficult to imagine what the work would be like had 
Robert Speer not been with us to lead on ana show the 

way. 

His life, his books and his messages have 
helped to make the path of faith clear to multitudes. 
He has so exalted Christ that Christ has become real 
and the Christian way practical to men. They see and 
believe because they have seen the Life in him. 

I love and appreciate him both because of 
what he has meant to me and to the cause* 

Sincerely yours. 

etary. 
SGZ:e s 



OFFICERS: 

president 

bishop m. t. maze, d, d. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

bishop g. e. epp, d. d. 

MRS. j. s. STAMM 

HONORARY secretary 

REV. B. H. NIEBEL, D. D. 

executive secretary 

REV. WILLIAM L. BOLLMAN, D. D. 

FIELD SECRETARY 

REV. C. H. STAUFFACHER. D. D. 

THE 
Missionary Society 

OFFICE 

OF THB 

<!i 

OF THE 

Evangelical Church * 

executive 

SECRETARY-TREASURER 

REV. WILIAM L. BOLLMAN, D.D. 

1900 SUPERIOR AVE. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

Cleveland, Ohio, U. S. A. 
1900 superior avenue 

CABLE CODE "EVANGEL” 

PHONE PROSPECT 2968 

October 27th, 1931# 

Dear Dr# Bartholomew: - 

The Missionary Society of the Evangelical Church responds 
nieas^eTo your invitation of recent date, and joins with 

her sisters in Kingdom enterprises, in conveying, through you, °ur 
moat hearty congratulations to our friend and co-laborer, Dr.Robert 

Speer, the Senior Secretary of the Presbyterian Board o. Foreign 
Missions in the United States of America, on the completion ox forty 
years of distinguished service rendered to the cause of Christian 

Missions• 

Missionary annals are a continued serial of consecrated 
personality. This service can not be limited by geographical areas. 
The missionary on the distant station and the Executive m his dir¬ 
ectional and Inspirational activity at home - both Helpers of God , 
are vital elements in the missionary enterprise. By the wisdom of 
his counsel in the inner circles of administrative responsibility, 
bv the challenge of his public address, Dr. Speer has been privileged 
to give an unparalleled contribution to the cause of foreign missions. 

and 

The qualities of the man which have made such outstanding 
service for humanity are: the charm of a gracious personality; the 
balance of a trained intellect and a burning heart; choice diction on 
the public platform and the printed page; ability to organize the facts 
and philosophy of missions in a convincing manner; accessibility as a 
friend and counsellor; the human touch and the catholic spirit; and 
above all a humble yet unshaken loyalty to the cardinal truths of 
Christianity. All who know the man, his messages and his ministry 
will join you on this felecitous occasion with well wishes for.your 
guest of honor, and an earnest prayer for the continuance of his help¬ 
ful ministry* 

I cherish the privilege of my personal appreciation. His 
ministry came to me first via Northfield in the formative years of 
my ministry; the influence of his addresses; the association in kingdom 
enterprises, and the contagion of his devotion place upon me the debt of 
affectionate regard* 

Very sincerely yours. 

Dr.Allen R.Bartholomew, 
Room 310 Schaff Building 
1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Penna., 

r;//' ./ 
'/pis' 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer• 

WLBiMCS. 



ptmfefr ffl||urc{] of (Eattaha 

^oarh of foreign ^tsaitms 

299 QUEEN ST. WEST 

TORONTO 2, CANADA 

October 29, 1931. 

Hev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D. , 
Room 310 Schaff Building, 
1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphi a, 
Pa. 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew:- 

I am sorry that I was down at Atlanta when your letter 
reached my office, but I greatly appreciate your kind invitation 
to me to say a word regarding our beloved brother and leader,Dr. 
Robert 5. Speer, and I shall try to be at once frank and brief, 
as you would wish. 

Without a moment’s hesitation I would say that I believe 
Dr. Speer is the most gifted, most trusted, most useful and best 
loved foreign missionary secretary in the world today. I believe 
the foreign missionary secretaries would not only agree to this 
but would demand such recognition for our great leader. Moreover, 
we all know why we love and respect him so sincerely and deeply. 
In the first place, he is one of the outstanding Christians of' the 
world. Do man of our generation has been more consistently and 
deeply loyal to our Lord than he. If ever there is even a shade 
of intolerance manifested by our friend, it is only when he senses 
a tendency to render something less that full honor to our Divine 
Lord. Again, he has brought to the cause of foreign missions not 
only an acute but a spacious and comprehending mind. He has studied 
with patience every aspect of the foreign missionary enterprise and 
has made all his brethren his debtors by the fulness of his knowledge 
and the ripeness of his wisdom. Lastly, with all his fine gifts, 
there is no man among us who possesses more winsomeness and rich 
brotherliness than does our great friend. 

I am glad to know that you have been selected to repre¬ 
sent your brethren on the anniversary occasion next Monday, and 
though I shall not be there in person I shall be with you in spirit. 

Very sincerely yours, 



Presbyterian Church in the United States 

Committee on the Assembly’s Work 

POST OKFICEI502C 33© 
113 SIXTEENTH 

YT7 \ / 

;ABLE LI B ER ATE! 

EGBERT W. SMITH 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

C. DARBY FULTON 
LD AND CANDIDATE SECRETARY 

CTING EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

October 15, 1931 

Rev, Dr, Allen R, Bartholomew, 
Room 310 Schaff Building, 
1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew: - 

Your letter of October 13 to Dr. Smith in regard to the 

fortieth Anniversary of the election of Dr, Robert E, Speer as Foreign 

Mission secretary has been received in his absence. Dr. Smith sailed 

October 3 for Africa and I know it will be with real regret that he can 

not have a personal part in this tribute to Dr. Speer. But there is no 

possible way in which we could reach him and receive a message. 

However, I am turning your letter over to Dr. C. Darby 

Fulton, the acting Executive Secretary, who I am sure will see to it that 

our Board has a official part in this anniversary celebration® 

Yours very sincerely, 

Secretary to Dr. Snith. 

LW/d 

1 
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CANADA 

Rev.Allen R.Bartholomew,D.D., 
Room 310 Schaff Bldg., 

1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Dr.Bartholomew: 

In reference to your letter of October 
13th, an answer to which has been delayed Through my absence 
from the office, I am now writing a brief word about Dr.Robt. 

E.Speer. 

Dr.Speer spans my whole period of student 
and missionary service for I heard him first in Detroit o.\;^y 
bach in 1892, speaking on "The Strategy of Foreign Missions" 
I still remember him distinctly and the impression he made 
that night. He is one of the few men who have left such an 
abiding influence. 

In these later and more mature years I ha-« 
always thought of him along with Dr.John R.Mott, these two 
being great stalwarts in the Foreign Mission Cause. I have 
alwaysassociated Dr.Speer with a warm, glowing evangelism at 
the heart of which lies a great attachment and love for his 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. That warm communion with the 
Saviour has kept the fire of his missionary passion glowing and 
burning all these years with undiminished zeal. I think trut 
we owe him a great debt for the clear way in which he has kept 
Jesus6in the tery forefront as the Saviour of the world, withou 
Whom the worlds salvation is not possible. 

Then in addition no one across the years bas 
been able to state better than he the great outstanding issues 

of Foreign Missions. 

I am not going into any further details but 
shall just close by saying that my own opinion is that he stand 
almost ^without a peer in his own realm as a missionary aeereW 
and fs one who has kept the minds of the missionary world 
centred°upon uhe Cross and upon the Saviour who died on that 

Cross• 

n ) 
Cordially yours, 



rev. H. Edwin V. Andrews 

Secretary 

Rev. W. Alfred Schlichter 

T reasurer 

GUiina Jttlanb fSisBimt 
237 West School Lane. Germantown 

PHILADELPHIA. PA. 

V 

Rev. Robert H. Glover, M. D., F. R. G. S. 
Home Director for North America 

Telephone 

Germantown 9907 

Cable Address 

Inland, Philadelphia 

» 

October 23, 1931. 

Lfy dear Dr. Bartholomews 

Mr. Andrews has handed to me your letter of 
October 12th, with reference to Dr. Robert E. Speer, desiring that 
I, rather than he, give it such attention as it calls for. 

I hardly think that any expression on behalf 
of the China Inland Mission will be looked for, since the Mission’s 
relation to the Foreign Missions Conference has been more or less 
a casual one. 

May I simply take occasion to say personally 
that I have held Dr, Speer in very high esteem throughout his long 
and splendid career as a missionary statesman and administrator. 
With a multitude of others, I have admired his Christian character 
and unusual gifts, and have greatly benefited by his high example 
and invaluable writings. He has surely been one of God’s choice 
gifts not only to his particular denomination and Mission Board 
but to tiie church at large and the missionary enterprise as a 
whole. I pray that his bow may still abide in strength for many 
days. 

Believe me. 

Very sincerely yours. 

To Rev, Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D, 
1505 Race Street, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

»s 
§i |' m 
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India: Central Provinces 

St. Louis, Mo., October 16, 1931 

Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew 
1505 Race St. 
Philadelphia, Penn. 

Dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

It is exceedingly kind of you Dr. Robert 

to send you a brief word regar my intimately, I have 

profited^greatly byHhis splendid Christian leadership in the 

sphere of Foreign Missions. 

I have tee“^®plyHisPsinolrity '^as^always been“so 
did Christian personality. conviction to those who 
unquestioned and nas » ^^ alr “toobelief in the 
have come in contact with him. i t0 exert a 
absolute uniqueness of Christ tas se® uncertain as to 
steadying influence whenever me^ priViiege to attend 
the message of Christian y. Christmas Holidays 
the Student Volunteer Convention in never forget 
of 1919-1920 at DesUoines, Iowa, a whenev9r it seemed 
the service rendered there by Pf hand> Dr> Speer was 

as if the meet^nS g®ne"0f his deep and soul stirring 
brought forward to give one oi „ brought Paok that great 

messages, and he ff®ration of the real fundamentals. Phis 
meeting to a consideratio l impressed me perhaps most of 
characteristic of Dr. SP^er na sPienaid grasp of the 
all. I have.aiso marveled at hiSrSplen^ J5 inoli a in his 

missionary situation in : ne j kn0W) to accept his view 

a|Sthe°correc? estimate in every case. 

I do not know if the^bove l.»^ 

I°UtonmenoneSo?n«ieSmissionary heroes of this present age. 

With kindest regards, I an, 

Fraternally yours, 
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Presbyterian Church in Canada 

General Board of Missions 
(HOME ANI» FOBBIGN) 

CONVENER 
R. DRUMMOND. D.D. 

372 BAY STREET 

Cohnbh HICHMOND and BAY 

SECRETARY 

ANDREW S. GRANT 

TELEPHONE 

ELGIN 3171 
BOOMS 708-9 

TORONTO 2, 

October 17 th, 1931. 

Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew,D.D., 
1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., U.S.A. 

Dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of 

as s‘Kjs. a; 
I have "been talking with Dr. Arm - 

strong who was Secretary of the Foreign Mission 
the Presbyterian Church up to the time of the separatio , 
and I SSwstiud that he is writing you along these lines, 
and he is much better acquainted with Dr. Speer than I m. 

On behalf of the Board of Missions of 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada, I wish to convey through 
you to Dr. Speer our appreciation and best wishes m the 
work that still lies before him. 

Yours sincerely, 

ASG- W 



MISS ANNA F. BACON 

TREASURER 

25 EAST 22d STREET, NEW YORK CITY,.Q.G.t.Qb.eX.~26.,.19.5.1 

Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D. D., 
Schaff Building, 

1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

Thank you for honoring me with an opportunity to express appreciation of 
our friend Dr. Speer. I have not done exactly what you asked, lor I did not kno 
how, but if the following does not impress you as too foolishly fanciful, iu io 
yours to use as you will. If you think best, scrap it. 

Glancing over the long list of writings from Dr. Speer’s prolific.pen, I 
have made this discovery: that of all his well-phrased titles the man himseli is 
the epitome. What Robert E. Speer has been and is speaks even louder than what 

he says. 

Some of us remember the ardent youth who, taking as his ideal "The Man 
Christ Jesus" early began to ask "A Young Man's Question" concerning ''Christ and 
Life". In the young man was "The Stuff of Manhood", for he early recognized that 
"The Principles of Jesus" are "The Things That Make a Man". "Seeking the Mine of 
Christ" the young man heard "'what Constitutes a Missionary Call" and became one 
of the humble^"Servants of the King", approving himself to his Master as one oi th 

"Men Who Were Found Faithful". 

Like "The Man Paul" he has known "How to Speak Effectively Without Notes" 
and his pronouncements on "Some Living Issues" have repeatedly stirred us to lay 
hold of "The Unfinished Task of Foreign Missions" with new vision of "The Hew 
OoDortunityof the Christian Church". He has challenged us to give unfaltering 
alleelanee^to "The Deity of Christ" and to make direct dynamic contact between 
"The°Gospel and the Hew^forld". "Are Foreign Missions Done For?" Hot while 
DrT Speer is numbered among the "Great Leaders in the World Movement". 

While we acknowledge his "Missionary Leadership" and rejoice in his power 
both ifipra^er aS Missions" we recognize in him also the "Marks of a Man ana 
delight to present to him as a titled gentleman our testimony of appreciation «nd 

affectionate esteem in this "Memorial of a True Life’. 

Cordially yours, 
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EV. GEO. H. MILLER, D.D. LL. D. 

PRESIDENT 
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MRS. W. B. G11 

ASSISTANT RECORDIN 

3406 ELGIN AVE.. BA 

Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D. 
Room 310 Schaff Building 
1505 Race Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

Yours of the 13th instant came this morning. 
I note what you say about the Fortieth Anniversary of 
Dr. Robert Elliott Speer, the missionary secretary. 

I take great pleasure in saying concerning 
Dr. Speer that he is a class all by himself. I regard him 
as the greatest missionary in America today. I believe he 
sees more clearly the missionary problem from all angles 
than any other man. The Presbyterian Church honors itself 
in continuing him as their Senior Secretary. I congratu¬ 
late both him and the church on his long years of service, 
and for the great good he has accomplished. 

I am very fond of Dr. Speer. I know him 
well. You may use these words any way you deem fit. 

Very truly yours, 

Jk 
GWH/EM 

■■ 
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Mrs. Herbert B. Shearer 

l 
October-14—1931 

Dear Dr* Bartholomew:- 

It is with pleasure that I write this brief 

testimony concerning the services that Dr. Bobert Elliott Soeer 

has rendered to the cause of foreign Missions , during and beyond this 

last generation. 

His name has been vitally associated with all foreign Mission 

Movements carried on by all of our American Boards, and foreign Boards 

as well. As an author of Mission Books, as an organizer of Mission 

Conferences, as an informed ana stimulating speaker , as a traveller 

in Mission Danas, and advisor of missionaries on the field. Dr. Speer 

has been , and thank God, still is one of our ioremost apostles of 

international good-will; and statesmen of the Kingdom of God . 

Sincerely , 
A J-S 

Secretary. 

iiW) 

■ 
wmtmi 

• l '■■rx ■’.vvi 

“tv. |p 
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GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., Oct. 21,1 - 

Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew, 
Room 310, Schaff Building, 
1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

In reply to your letter of 
October 12th, it affords me great pleasure to^suaue, 
as to my estimate of our mutual friend. Dr. Robert 
Elliott Speer, as a friend of the Boards, and as^a 
leader in" the work of Foreign Missions, that I esteen 
him very highly as our missionary '’Great Heart1 , a 
brave leader, loyal to Prince Immanuel, and to tne 
great essentials of our Christian religion. 

I consider him a real missionary 

statesman, a man of vision, and I have 01 i»en admirea Lis 
marvelous ability in marshalling before his audience all 
kinds of facts and figures concerning the cause of mis¬ 
sions, drawing wise conclusions, and firing his hearers 
with new ambition for the cause of Him whose trumpet 
never sounds retreat. 

Yours respectfully 

HB/s 
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October 14, 1931 

Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew 

Room 310 Schaff Building 

1505 Race Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

I have your note of October 13 asking me to send you an estimate of 

Dr. Speer as a friend of the boards and as a leader in the work of foreign 
missions. Your own intimate knowledge and fellowship with him goes back much 

farther than mine and you will be able to supplement the many points at which 

my estimate would be only too fragmentary. 

he Since the first time I ever heard him speak in 1912 at Northfield, 

has been not only an inspiration but a shining beacon. His grasp of tee needs 
of the world and of the missionary opportunity seems to me little short of 
stupendous. My own conviction is that a large degree of the statesmanship 
exhibited in the last thirty or more years in the missionary enterprise has been 
due not only to the intellectual power but to the spiritual insight of Dr. Speer. 

It will remain for a far more facile pen than mine to draw out in any detail the 
tremendous contribution which he has made to the enterprise in which we are all 
so deeply involved. His assistance in many of the cooperative pieces of work has 

been invaluable. I know of no man who is more beloved and more deeply respected 

throughout the whole body of the Christian church in this country and throughout 
the missionary body scattered in the various countries of the world than is 

Dr. Speer. 

I hope you will not undertake to quote this as from me but if you should 

feel the desirability of that, I can only add that I am sorry my words are so 
feeble in expressing my own respect and admiration for what he has meant for the 

Leslie B, Moss 
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Rev* Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D. 
Room 3IO, Schaff Bldg., 
1505 Race St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

It Is certainly a pleasure to respondtoycur request 
for a brief statement regarding our mutual friend. Dr. Robert 
e Qneer as he approaches the Fortieth Anniversary of his 
eie^ion’to executive office in the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 

Dr. Speer is in a remarkable way the outstanding lead¬ 
er of North America in the work of Foreign Missions. 
breadth of vision, his warmth of fellowship, his conseoratio 
of purpose are a constant source of inspiration to all 
come in contact with him. Somehow we never think 1 

a denominational executive. He truly belongs to us all. 

And no one stresses more consistently and 
the supremacy of Jesus Christ in all this does 
Dr. Speer. For that alone we are all deeply 
him. How we do need precisely that emphasis which he so 
genuinely givesi 

Dr. Speer*s contribution to the task of world evan- 
«4-4An Vico Vipen of infin"Leulable value to the entire Church 
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October 15, 1931* 

My dear Dr. Bartholomews 

In complying with your request to write 
you an estimate of our mutual friend, Robert S. Speer, as a 
leader in the work of foreign missions, I find it exceedingly 
difficult not to transgress the limits of good taste in writ¬ 
ing of a person by dealing in superlatives. 

Being his contemporaries, and being closely 
associated with him in service, I think you and I are too near 
to Dr. Speer to get his measure in true perspective. I cannot 
help wondering if any other man in the modern missionary world 
has rendered so large a service to this cause. At least he is 
well in the van of its leaders. 

While God has endowed him with unusual in¬ 
tellectual, spiritual, social and physical gifts, I think he is 
so great a missionary leader not so much because of these but 
because he is so great a Christian. Since the days when he 
was a leader of college students, his virile personality has 
been marked by grace and humility. His oral and written mes¬ 
sages have so breathed fearless personal loyalty to Christ 
that Christian men have unquestioningly followed him. 

While his leadership in all Christian 
circles has had the highest possible public recogni- 

ISonthose of us who have been associated with him in counsel 
know that his greatest contributions to the cause of Christ 
have been made in the building of foundations that do not ap¬ 
pear to the casual observer. His knowledge, insight, unerring 
judgment and powers of concentration have enabled him to give 
invaluable counsel in shaping policies of the Student Volun¬ 
teer Movement, the Laymen's Missionary Movement, the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America, the International 
Missionary Council, the Federation of Churches of Christ in 
America, and a large number of other organisations. 

Under the guidance of Dr. Speer and his 
colleagues, the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church has continued to occupy a leading place among the 
world's Foreign Missionary Societies, both in the cultivation 
of the home Church and in the administration of the work in 



th. fields. After *11, the score is kept here where the 
work is checked year by year, and decade by decade. 

We cannot but hope that no weariness 
of the flesh end no pereonel preference on the part of Dr. 
Sneer, or no rules end precedents on tne pert of hie or¬ 
ganization may militate to turn him aside from v.ry meny 
^ nor. of aotiv. and official participation in the ad¬ 
ministration of the affairs of this cause to ehich he has 

rendered such incon^amble service. 

Of course you will understand that what 

I have written above is just my own personal, intimate es¬ 
timate of Dr. Speer, end is even but a weak echo of that. 
I know that you will not bo quoting this, but will rmlJ, 
molding my thoughts with your own into your greetings from 
th.^ Boards on Number 2nd. I an glad that you have b.en 
chosen to render this service, and know that Dr. Speer will 

appreciate your doing so. 

With kindest regards, I «m 

(a\ 

Schaff Building 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D., 
Phila.,Pa. 

Dear Dr« Bartholomew 

I deem it no small privilege to say a word about the 
services to the Foreign Miss ions Cause of Dr. Robert Elliott 
Speer, now senior Secretary of the Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions in the United States. My assocations with him 
have been since I have been acting secretary of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Lutheran Church in 1900. My relations 
with him have always been most cordial. The views he holds on 
the Foreign Mission Movement as well as the general religious 
conception underlying this movement, have always met with my 
entire approval and support. 

As a wise cousellor and influential member of committees 
and boards and general conferences, he has made for himself a very 
leading place among those to whom the Church has entrusted the 
Cause of world evangelization. His bearing on every question as 
well as his sympathetic attitude in every difficult situation 
have endeared nim to all his associates in the general work of 
foreign missions. His views on subjects have been backed by 
numerous visitations to the various fields in the great mission 
movement. As a lay preacher and scholarly interpreter of the 
Word of God, he ranks very high among those to Tnhom is given 
to interpret the scriptures. Highly endowed mentally and of a 
highly spiritual nature, he has by his constant reading made 
himself master in all questions pertaining to religion, and 
chiefly to Christianity. 

As a public advocate on our American Foreign Mission plat- 
fonn at meetings when the question of Foreign Missions is under 
discuss ion, he never fails to impress those who hear him with his 
clear apprehension of the matters in hand, and his tremendous 
earnestness in his advocacy of that which he discusses* Forty 
years,most of which X have in some way been in touch with him 
has shown him to be one of the real outstanding leaders of our 
world-wide enterprise* His Christianity stood the test of the 
great World War and here as elsewhere he did not fail. 

Yours sincerely, 

C 

LBW/S 

arcrar 
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WUS^RGftr ~p*Oct ob er 15 # 3-931. 

Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D. D,, 
Room 310 Schaff Building, 
1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

It gives me great pleasure to add a word 
of congratulation and greeting to our dearly beloved friend and 
co-worker - Dr. Robert E. Speer, Senior Secretary of the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church. 

Just to think of his having been forty 
years in that very responsible position ! Just think of the 
unnumbered host of missionaries he has been responsible for send¬ 
ing out to the various fields of that great Church Just think 
of the unnumbered thousands of souls that have been led to accept 
Jesus Christ as Saviour through the work of these missionaries, 
accompanied by the prayers of Dr. Sneer Just th-lnV nf +>o 

WC*UD Xiao prepared ior those who love Him, I am 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely yours. 

C/T. 

PERSONALLY dictated, but signed in the 

WRITERS ABSENCE TO EXPEDITE DELIVERY. 

HBBPm 
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October 28, 1931 

WILLIAM B. LIPPHARD 

ASSOCIATE SECRETARY 

RANDOLPH L. HOWARD 

ASSOCIATE SECRETARY 

PAUL E. ALDEN 

CANDIDATE SECRETARY 

FORREST SMITH 

ASSOCIATE TREASURER 

HERBERT F. CAWTHORNE 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D., 
1505 Race Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew 

On account of my absence from the city almost 

constantly the last few weeks I have been slow in making 

reply to your letter of October 12th in which you request 

that I send you my estimate of our friend, Dr. Speer. It 

is impossible for me to put my estimate of him into words, 

but I have made an attempt to do so and you will find it 

enclosed herewith. If any phrase that I tanp have dictated 

would be of value you are free to use it. 

Cordially j^ours 

JHE EK 
Enel- 



ROBERT E. SPEER 

Who can measure the value of such a personality as 

Robert E. Speer? His influence is beyond all estimate. 

Few voices in the history of the Christian Church have 

made such an effective appeal as his for the prompt 

evangelization of the world. The clarity of his faith 

and his passion have inspired multitudes and have helped 

thousands to consecrate their lives to highest objectives. 

A rare mental apprehension and a deep spiritual discern¬ 

ment are blended in him as in few men of our day. While 

he is a notably able administratorchis spiritual qualities 

have never been blurred by his attention to burdensome 

practical questions. Among us he has been a"censer bearer 

of the Lord" and throughout the earth the aroma of his soul 

is sweetening the lives of those who know him. Best of all^ 

the Eternal Christ has obviously been in control of him and 

has manifested Himself in the life of Robert E. Speer. 

All denominations join the Presbyterians in gratitude 

for his many years of service, since all of us claim him 

and he belongs to Christendom. They join, also in the hope 

that the years that lie ahead may prove to be the most fruit¬ 

ful of all for our beloved comrade, 

James H.Franklin, Foreign Secretary 

American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society 
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Oct. 27, 1951 

Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew 

1505 Race St., 

Philadelphia, Pa., 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

Writing as Chairman of the Executive 

Committee of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in 

the U. S., I beg to express through you our high appreciation 

of the services of Dr. Robert E. Speer, and to join with his 

many friends in felicitating him on the occasion of the for¬ 

tieth anniversary of his election as Senior Secretary of the 

Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions. 

Dr. Speer*s influence as a missionary leader is world¬ 

wide. He is regarded not only by his own church and denom¬ 

ination, but by the churches of Christendom, as our foremost 

missionary seer and statesman. His life has been invaluable 

to the missionary enterprise, and long after he has gone to 

his reward, his name will cast a spell over the hosts who 

press on to crown Christ 

Chairma. ' Foreign 
Mission 
United 
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October 30, 1S31 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

In reply to your letter of the 13th addressed to 
Dr. Wilson:- 

Dr. Wilson was appointed a member of a deputation 
to visit our mission fields in the Levant. He 
and Mrs. Wilson are at present inCyprus; they are 
not expected home until the first of December. I 
am sorry, therefore, that he will not be able to comply 
with your request which he would be glad to do, as I 
know he has a very high regard for Dr. Speer. 

Sincerely yours, 
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October 21, 1931 

Rev. Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew, 
Room 310, Schaff Building, 
1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew 

m 

113 SIXTEEN 

Your letter of October 13 to Dr. Egbert T7* Smith asking 
for his estimate of Dr. Speer as a friend of the Boards and as a 
leader in the work cf Foreign Missions has come to hand in Dr. 
Smith’s absence on a visit to our Congo Mission. Returning from 
a brief trip to North Carolina I find that your letter has been 
placed on my desk for reply. 

I regret very much indeed that Dr. Smith is not here to 
mate answer for himself. I know what satisfaction it would have 
given him to express his high regard for Dr. Speer. 

In Dr. Smith’s absence I am trying to carry on temporarily 
the work that he has so ably conducted fbr the past twenty years. 
I feel very keenly ray insufficiency for the task. However, if there 
be one respect in which I can vie creditably with Dr. Smith, it 
is in my admiration for Dr. Speer. The whole missionary world is 
to be congratulated on having had the leadership of such a man 
for forty years. That leadership has always been progressive and 
enthusiastic and yet always tempered by a poise and a sanity that 
encouraged confidence and faith. I know of no person whose leader^ 
ship in things missionary has been so gratefully accepted and so 
confidently followed by the people of our Church as has Dr. Speer’s. 
His books have been widely read, his addresses have been heard by 
thousands, his policies have helped shape those of many Boards, and 
his strong personal championship of the missionary enterprise in 
difficult times has worked the discomfiture of the enemies of 
missions and strengthened the morale of its friends. It is indeed 
a pleasure to pay even this unworthy tribute to one who has rendered 

such service to our common cause. 



SWA pm 
The Executive Committee of Fareigi Missions oon^atulates 

Dr. Speer and the Board of Eorei^i Missions of the Presbyterian 

Churcfc in the Whited States of America on these forty yea 
service to the Kingdom end prays that the richest Wessin^ °f 
Heaven ray continue to attend him ard the Board in air e 

endeavors in the gospel# 
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With very best wishes, I sei, 
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Address: Friendo, Pliiladelphia 
HHHH Telephone: Market 2025 

■man, Lloyd Balderston 

805 Franklin Street 
Wilmington, Del. 

'reasurer, C. Reed Cary 

4901 Stenton Avenue 
Germantown, Phila. 

MISSION BOARD 

THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 

of 

PHILADELPHIA AND VICINITY 

General Secretary 

MARGARET W. RHOADS 

304 Arch Street 

Philadelphia, Pa., U. S. A. 

October 30th, 1931 

Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew, 
15® Race St., 

Philadelphia . 

My dear Dr. Bartholomew: 

It is very kind of you to ask for my appreciation 
of Dr. Speer in connection with the fortieth anniversary 
celebration. I find myself, however, somewhat at a loss what to 
say, s I have never had any personal connections with Dr. Sneer 
although I have the highest regard for him. Speaking merely as 
one who has seen him on public occasions, I should say that his 
outstanding qualities were his ability to combine strong convictions 
with a genial sympathy with fellow-workers of widely varying 
opinions. His delightful sense of humor helps him in this. 
I believe he has also a great power to discern the essentials of 
any problem and state them clearly. 

I ami sorry X cannot give you more. 

Sincerely yours, 
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yEORGE F. SUTHERLAND 
CHAIRMAN WILLIAM A.HILL 

vice-chapman PHILIP 5.SUFFERN treasurer 
HARRY S- MYERS recording secreta 

MISSIONARY ED 
OF THE UNITE 

,)UCATIONAL DIVISION 

r^AMKLIN D.COGSWELL 
SECRETARY 

AZEL V. ORTON 

'ALTER GETTY 

TION MOVEMENT 
AND CANADA 

150 FIFTH AVENUE new YORK CITY 

THE FRIENDSHIP PRESS 

October 30, 1931 
j H. P SAILER 

^ONORARY SECRETARY 

Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D. 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia. 

Dear Dr. Bartholomew! 

BUS I NESS Dl V I S 

GILBERT Q. LESOURD 
SECPETAP 

ASSISTANT TREA 

MERTON A. NICHOLAS 

Telephone CHelsea 3- 

CABLE ADDRESS:MOVEMENT, NEV 

X am deeply chagrined to find that in the press of a number 

?RleRo’ir‘ne^tKmat^r? in the past weeks 1 llave overlooked your 
RnnW-1 October 13 in regard to Dr. Speer. Please accept'my 
apologies. It is probably too late for me to be of any service 

y°"» tmt ? appreciate so much what you are doing on'behalf of 
T1hbeR1SS1Sn °°ards i" t’ is flne recognition of Dr. Speer that 
1 wanu to send a Tew v/ords anyway. 

\l 
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Since the Movement is an interdenominational agency we have 
not come In touch with Dr. Speer in quite the same way that the 
boards of.missions have done, but here, of course, as in all the 
organizations having any kind of touch with the missionary enter¬ 
prise the influence of Dr. Speer's rare spiritual life, his pro¬ 
found knowledge of the modern world, and his missionary statesman¬ 
ship have had a deep influence on all of us. No one can meet him 
without feeling that there radiates from him a glow of spirit that 
can come only out of a life completely and utterly devoted to Christ 
and the things of the Kingdom. That radiance of his which is com¬ 
pounded so marvelously of spiritual insight, humor, intellectual 
strength and magnificent physical bearing has touched to better 
things every young person who has met him in formative years and 
has made cooperation and fellowship with him the joy of his more 
mature colleagues. 

It is at the point of his contribution to the literature of 
missions that we have come closest to him in this Movement. His 
books have had an enormous influence on the thought of a whole 
generation of Christian people. The rich background of the author 
is apparent to every reader, hut only those who have had some op¬ 
portunity to know what was involved in the preparation of the manu¬ 
script can fully appreciate the intellectual power that has gone 
into the composition of each book. The enormous range of his read¬ 
ing in preparation for the writing is the despair of those who 
work with him. Abstruse scientific treatises, ponderous reports, 
huge volumes of letters and journals, history, poetry, biography, 
fiction, criticism, curious lore thut only he apparently has ever 
found on the dustiest of library shelves and has discovered to 

i 

I 

n 



hold a choice paragraph bearing on the subject in hand - the 
pages of all these turn with equal ease under his nervous fin¬ 
gers and quick-comprehending eye as he fills his mind before ap¬ 
proaching his task. For one of his books of recent years he 
read 4wAKve hundred volumes or more - many of them in a particu¬ 
larly difficult field of science - and then gave his readers in 
brief space the fine distillation of the results of the study and 
research of the world’s most dependable scholars in that branch 
of learning. What has it not meant to the interpretation of the 
Christian movement that from the printed page and from the plat¬ 
form we have had one in this generation who can so commend the 
enterprise at once to the most gifted intellects and to the 
mystics 1 

How eagerly he has always sought to help others, especially 
the young people just entering Christian service, to come into 
touch with the spirits of all times whose books(have eternal 
messages] I shall never forget how he sent me off to India. I 
had just been graduated from college the previous day and was 
sailing at once. I reached New York very early in the morning 
and when I arrived at the Board offices found no one there but 
the cleaning women and Dr. Speer, I had never met him before. 
He was probably as much impressed by my inexperienced youth as 
I was by his overwhelming knowledge and, let me add, by his gen¬ 
tle courtesy and helpfulness. He immediately asked about my' 
reading for the voyage. I assured him I had a steamer trunk 
rather heavily filled with books, but he was apparently not con¬ 
vinced that the supply was adequate, for on my return to his of¬ 
fice an hour later he had a great pile of books laid out for me 
to add to my already heavy burden. And right gladly did I take 
them. . From among them I treasure to this day a copy, bearing his 
own signature, of Cromwell’s Letters, a huge tome in fine print 
that alone would keep any one but him busy all the way around the 
world, but which he had probably mastered on a morning’s trip in¬ 
to New York from Englewood. 

I am sure that today every colleague of his even in the 
humblest capacity thanks God for his wonderfully helpful life 
and prays that he may have many more years in the service of the 
Master to whom he has witnessed so fruitfully. 

Yours sincerely. 

Vdii*-r 7 • 
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Jan. 17th 

Rev.Robert E. Speer, DD,LLD, 
New York City- 

Dear Doctor Speer, 

In a recent paper I 
noted your fortieth anniversary of Christian 
service under the Presbyterian Board. Hearty 
c ongratu1ations J 

Your books have been of great help to 
me. Some Living Issues'1 lay before me on my 
desk. It is one of the best books in my library. 

I shall never forget the powerful message 
you delivered in Orchestra Hall,Chicago in 1925 
about "Can Christ really help men"? It gripped my 
heart. Another address I heard by you in the 
Central Congregational Church, Boston under the 
auspices of the Student Volunteer Movement.That 
was during my student days at Gordon College. 

A year or two ago you gave an address in 
the First Presbyterian Church of Boston on the 
subject, "Evangelism and Education" for the 
benefit of the students and friends of Gordon 
College. I wish I could have heard this message. 
If it is in print in pamphlet form I shall secure 
a copy of it. 

With best wishes to you in your continued 
service for Christ and the Chnnch. 

Fraternally yours. 
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ID O. PATTERSON 

President 

MRS. ORRIN R. JUDD 

Vice-President 

CHARLES H. SEARS 
Executive Secretary 

LESTER G. SIMON 

Secretary 

The Metropolitan Baptist board 
of Missionary Cooperation 

kD C. KUNKLE 
Promotion Director 

E, Srteee 

!0V 7 1931 

BOGARDES 4100 
TELEPHONE CJALEDONfAfMflS) 

November 6, 1951 

GEORGE W. BOVE 
Treasurer 

152 MADISON A 

New York C 

Rev. Robert IT. Speer, D.D. 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York City 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I take great pleasure in extending my sincere congratulations 

upon the long and memorable service which you have had with the 

Presbvterian Board of Foreign Missions. Let me say that through 

all these years I have noted with great interest and appreciation 

the ever growing influence of your leadership in the cause of _ 

foreign missions and an ever widening circle of friends and admirers. 

You have been to me a great inspiration and I wish to thank-you. 

for what you have meant during the past forty years to our Baptist 

fellowship. 

Accept my very best wishes for many more years of happy service. 

I am, with sincere esteem 

Yours in cordial service. 

r\-.. - ' V.A • ... 
The filing time aa suown in me uaufiine on iuu-ialwj tciegiama aBuTHyMW! 

Received at Flatiron Blder.. New York Citv 
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DR ROBERT E SPEER- 

156 5 AVE= 

a.: 7 ■: 
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mu ri DAI_A 
’ MINUTfeS IN Tr'anSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

t BEEN FORTY GREETINGS AND CONGRATULATIONS YOURS HAVE NO 

YEARS IN THE WILDNERNESS BUT CONTRARY TO SCRIPTURE THE 

PROMISED LAND AT THE BEG INNING= 

JOHN TIMOTHY STONE 11 
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Wooster, Ohio 

Recording Sec’ y 
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Ass’t Corresponding Sec’y 
Mrs. Wm. R. Westhafer 
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Wooster, Ohio 

Purchaser 
Mrs. Platte T. Amstutz 

561 E. Bowman St. 
Wooster, Ohio 
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R. E. Speer 

JAN 25 1S32 

888 ASYLUM AVENUE 

HARTFORD 

CONN. 

A ns.. 

Wy 11 

Dear Dr. Speer, 

Jan. 23rd, 1932. 

I ha^e read your tribute to Mr. Moody with 
deep interest. It is enlightening and moving 
at the same time; it starts all sorts of ten¬ 
der feelings, and grateful memories. One of 
your qualities which I fear none of your friends 
thought to mention when we were attempting to 
characterize you the other day, in connection 
with your secretarial anniversary, is appre¬ 
ciation, a great thing to have in these ultra 
analytical and critical days, I am thank¬ 
ful to have a little of it myself - it is a 
gift ra+her than an achievement - and I find 
it easier t0 appreciate than to criticize, 
I never met Mr. Moody, but I listened to him 
when a boy in Chicago, and was strangely stirr¬ 
ed. Again at Yale, I witnessed that remark¬ 
able scene in Battell Chapel, when he over¬ 
came first the opposition than the reluctance 
the students, and ended by bringing scores of 
them to the front as enquirers. I attempted 
to describe that scene in the chapter on Re¬ 
ligion in the Colleges in my book "Eight 
O' clock Chapel", written in collaboration 
with Mr. Walter Field. 

So many thanks for±he triburgk^As.ever 

NBH52 53 DL=FRANKLIN PENN 2 945A 1 

DOCTOR ROBERT E SPEER= 

156 FIFTH AVE= 

I NOVmr AM I'j 14 
minutes in transit 

full-rate OAT LETTER 

the FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF FRANKLIN PA FEELS THE 

BLESSING OF YOUR FORTY YEARS OF SERVICE IN BEHALF OF 

FOREIGN MISSIONS IT THANKS GOD FOR HIS LEADERSHIP THROUGH 

YOU AND PRAYS FOR ITS CONTINUANCE READ BY THE PASTOR AND 

AUTHORIZED BY VOTE OF THE CONGREGATION SUNDAY NOVEMBER 1ST 
1931 = 

BENJAMIN BUNN ROYER PASTOR. 



REV. WM. I. CHAMBERLAIN. PH. D. 

Corresponding Secretary 

|f. m. potter, l. h. d. 

associate Secretary 

REV. WILLIAM J. VAN KERSEN, D. D. 
DISTRICT SECRETARY 

HOLLAND, MICH. 

The Board of Foreign Missions 
REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 

25 East 22nd Street 

New York 

cable Address: Synodical. New York telephone. Algonquin 2151 

L\ 
REV. HENRY E. COB3. D.D 

REV. T. H. MACKENZIE, D. 

Chairman 

F. M. POTTER. L. H. D 

TreASI' 

December 
Twenty-eighth, 
19 3 1. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

The Board of Foreign Missions of the Reformed Church 
in America would extend to you its heart-felt congratulations 
on the Fortieth Anniversary of your connection with the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America. 

This event is of unusual interest to our Board, not 
only because of the intimate relation which exists between 
your Board and our own and between our missionaries and yours 
in every field where they are working in cooperation, but be¬ 
cause of the many evidences you have given of your personal 
sympathy in friendly counsel and encouragement. You have 
made yourself acquainted with our problems as thoroughly as 
with your own, and many are the occasions when we have gone 
to you for advice and found enlightenment and courage. 

In a peculiar measure you seem to belong to us. !e 
share with your ov/n Board the sense of gratitude to God for 
your many years of notable service, and we pray that there may 
he many years to come in which you will continue to be an in¬ 
spiration to all workers for God in this and every land. 

Yours very sincerely 

President. 

Chairman, Exec. Comm. 

A7. / 

Secretaries. 
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FEB m 1532 

Ans—-- 

Donald W. Carruthers 
Presbyterian Pastor to Students 

At 
The Pennsylvania State College 
State College, Pennsylvania 

130 Ridge Avenue February 16, 1932 

Dr. Robert S. Speer, Secretary, 
The Board of Foreign Missions, 
The Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., 

156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

At the time of your anniversary in the 
autumn I intended writing you expressing how much your 
consistent contribution year after year has meant in the 
advance of the Kingdom. 

You were of tremendous help in your 

message at the Buffalo Student Volunteer Conference. I, 
for one, am deeply grateful for your message. 

With kindest good wishes, 

Very sincerely, 

DWC-SM 
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JOHN R. EDWA 
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GEORGE W. MCCO 

JOSEPH C. ROE 

MRS. MAY LEONARD ’ 

Dr, Robert Elliott Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr» Speer: 

Someone has been good enough to send me a 
urinted invitation to join with you and your other friends in a 
notable celebration set for November 2nd, commemorating the 
40th Anniversary of your election to your present position. 

It would certainly please me very much if I 
could be with you, but unfortunately I am engaged for a 
Leper Mission meeting for that day at Youngstown, Ohio, 

Anyway, 1 beg to be listed as one of your many 
friends and I recall with great pleasure the visit you made to 
Iowa when I was State Secretary there more than 40 years ago, 
and I remember receiving notice in advance of the Student 
Volunteer Committee's work to be careful not to give you too 
much hard work. How little the people then knew of your 
capacity for work, as well as getting other people to work. 

With my very warmest regards, I am 

Yours very sincerely, 

-iuyhib i 

General Secretary, 
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OCT 14 2932 DARTMOUTH COLLEGE 

HANOVER. N. H. 

October IS, 1931. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Board of foreign Missions, 
Presbyterian Building, 
156 fifth Avenue, 
New York City, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Speers 

During my recent visit to England I had the pleasure 
of listening to an illuminating lecture given by Lord Irwin to 
representatives of the various British Missionary Societies. 
I also had the opportunity of discussing with some of the 
delegates from India who had arrived ih London to attend the 
Round Table Conference,some of the problems connected with 
Christian Missions in relation to Indian Nationalism. Mahatma 
Gandhi has made a great hit with the British people in general 
and we are hoping that when some of the crucial problems 
connected with the Indian situation are finally solved, 
Christianity in India will enter a new era of constructive 
achievement for the future. 

Some day, when I am in New York again, I shall make 
effort to call at your office in order to discuss questions 

or mutual interest. Begging to be remembered to Mrs. Speer 
and with warm personal regards, I remain 

an 

J:f Yours very sincerelv, 

I learned from the New York Times that you had just 
completed fortv years of work as secretary of the foreign 
Missions Board of the Presbyterian Church. You will doubtless 
receive on this occasion hearty congratulations from your 
many friends all over the world and I should like to be one 
of those who have sincerely valued the influence which you 
have exerted during this period for the spread of the Kingdom 
of God in the world. These forty years have seen great changes 
in the affairs of the world and the development of modern 
science has profoundly modified our outlook on life. We have 
arrived at a new era in the relations of Missionary Boards in 
America and Great Britain with the historic lands and religions 
of Asia. It would be interesting to have from your pen a 
resume of your experiences and of your own point of view in 
regard to the adjustments that must be made in the presentation 
of the message of Christianity to the new China and the new 
India which have come into existence largely as the result of 
the impact of Western civilization on those lands. 

X1 • ■?Itv'J A -. IV 
V.Y-V v'W 



W. C. TEMPLETON, Pastor W. F. R JAMES SUTTON, Clerk oe Session 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Dodge City, Kansas 

Octo"ber 19th. , 1931 

(r  

Rev. Robert E. Speer, D.D. , 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

My Dear Dr. Speer: 

I learned from Dr. McAfee last week that you are, 
today, rounding out forty years as secretary of 
the Foreign Missions Board. Allow me to congrat¬ 
ulate you on forty years of magnificent service. 

I knew you slightly when you were in Princeton, I 
was in the Seminary and it has Been a pleasure to 
me to read your "books and note the marvelous 
growth of Foreign Missions during these forty 
years under your direction. 

May God continue to hless and sustain y'u for 
many years to come in the great work which you 
are doing. I am not flattering you at all vf en 
I say you are the Best loved and most honored man 
in the Presbyterian Church. 

;/ith all good wishes, I am 

Cordially yours, 



October 24th, 193 ^• 

My dear Dr. Speer; 

Permit me to Join with the many thousands 

who know you personally and admire greatly your character 

and work in most hearty congratulations on the completion of 

forty years as Secretary of our Foreign Board. It was very 

soon after you were elected that I heard you for the first 

time,and as this pleasure has been repeated often through the 

years I have rejoiced in your intellectual and spiritual 

growth--perhaps I may be pardoned for saying in the sanity 

of it. Through your manifold activities you have been a tre¬ 

mendous force for righteousness the world over,and it will be 

a source of unending Joy to you and Mrs. Speer as you look 

toward the setting sun to revt&w these years and thank God 
for what He has enabled you to do. 

It is a very special pleasure to write this because of a 
little incident that shortly preceded your election. Probably 
there are not more than one or two now living that knew of it 
and doubtless they have long since forgotten it. I was then 
a pastor in San Francisco. Dr. Ellinwood had known me almost 
from a boy and Dr. Gillespie was an intimate friend. In some 
way, I do not remember how, I learned that I was being consid«* 
ered for the Secretaryship. After some time Dr. Gillespie 
told me that my name was dropped because of the state of my 
health. It was a good reason then,but now at 82 it rather 
amuses me. But in all sincerity I can say that it would have 
a calamity if I had been chosen and you passed by because 
you were a layman. Your achievements have towered above any- 



obert Brewster Beattie,minisYer 

Dear Bob 

First Presbyterian Church 

(Munn Avenue) 

East Orange,NewJersey 

IUcd ft , 

October £7, 1331 

C.Melville Wright,associate Minister 

'V 

Just a personal word of heartiest congratulations on the ap¬ 
proach of the fortieth anniversary of your being with our Board of 
Foreign Missions. It isn't necessary for rr.e to give expression to 
my own feeling for you. You know where I stand on that question 
but I do feel that I cannot let this time go by without telling you 
something of the debt of gratitude the Church owes you for the gift 
of yourself to the great work of world wide evengelizat ion. 

[ wish I might enclose a check for a hundred thousand dollars 
for the work of the Board and add a little to it so that you might 
blow yourself with ice cream soda. I am both bauly bent and broke 
and kno.v that I have lots of company. If you think of any little 
thing that I can do to make your work easier, give me that privilege 
May Jod bless you and keep you and grant you all needed strength, as 
He has, in the years that are gone, for the difficult days ahead. I 
count it a joy to walk with you in the way of Christ 

Faithfully yours. 



a'-jh'-m,-.--. as. 
W%?--itf-isSl fiM," / ■ "" 

l&Mi > i •-:.... 

.?•:>’ 'r 
9l*» y , 

(15 - mBM-. 

f *■ V’’^' 
- 

Jlyp prpsbglfriatt (Elutrrb itt tiff ll.S’.A. 
SYNOD OF INDIANA 

721 Peoples Bank Building 

Telephone Riley 4531 

Indianapolis 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY. H. B. HOSTETTER. D.D. 
October 26, 1931. 

& 

?<?;• €:r 
: 

' ;• ... 

#'. a&->?^3 

Rev. Robert E. Speer, D.D., 
156 Fifth Ave., 
Hew York, N. Y. 

mmm 

Dear Dr. Speer; 

M&m 
X.'f. Jj 'i - y-xJ+h 

futafli 

Just this brief line to congratulate you 
on the completion of forty years in the service of 
the Board of Foreign Missions. Greatly have we re¬ 
joiced in your leadership. I have said for many 
years and still say that I would rather hear you 
speak than any other man to whom I have ever listened. 
You have been of more help to me and I doubt not to 
hundreds of thousands of others, than you can ever 
know. 

W$WPm 

With a 
health and usefulness 

fervent prayer for your continued 
.lness, I remain, with highest esteem, 

A* kis ' 
ffiSsSpni 

Fraternally yours, 

HBHsC 
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DX PHILADELPHIA PENN I35P NOV 2 19^1 

DR ROBERT E SPEER 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MlSSI IONS 156 FIFTH AVE 

MY FAMILY AND I DEEPLY REGRET WE ARE NOT IN NEWYORK TO CONGRATULATE 

YDU PERSONALLY ON THE COMPLETION OF YOUR FORTY YEARS SERVICE WITH THE 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS WE HOPE YOU BE SPARED FOR MANY MORE YEARS OF 

THE ACTIVE EFFICIENT WORK WHICH HAS CHARACTERIZED YOUR CAREER 
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February 9, 1952 

Rev. Robert E. Speer, D.D. 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

Dear Robert-Sama: 

It was mighty good of you to remember me with a 
copy of your address on Dwight L. Moody. I got it nearly 
a month ago and went through it, of course, at once in 
great eagerness and with most inspiring memories. 

I can see you and Moody now back in those days 
at Northfield when you were giving that message on "Remember 
Jesus Christ." We had a big Yale delegation, with a pitcher 
hanging over us, though what connection that had with your 
address 1 donft recall. I remember, however, how Moody fell 
to his knees with tears streaming down his face and asked you 
to pray for him as for the rest of us. 

I remember, too, how he had those two glass pitchers 
on the pulpit, one representing the spirit and the other the 
heart of man. I remember how black that heart pitcher got 
when he trickled in a little of the spirit water on the first 
day. On the tenth day each pitcher was as pure as the other. 

There are a thousand and one things I remember about 
Dwight ii. Moody, and somehow I always associate you with him. 
You both have been a great inspiration to me, and I guess that 
one reason for it all is that down deep in my heart I am thor¬ 
oughly evangelistic — these critics of mine to the contrary. 
To me there is no other Name under heaven whereby men can be 
saved. Mr. Moody stood for this without equivocation, and 
he expressed the love of it all in word and action. You 
have always done the same. 

Really, I appreciate this pamphlet on Moody written 
by Robert E. Speer more than I can tell you. I shall keep 
it by me for the rest of my life. 

Most gratefully yours, 

Enoch F. Bell 



Missionaries , 
MISS ESTELLE HARDING 
65 The Blbcherne 

MISS MARY E. PHILLIPS 
Ransoon, Burma 

REV. and MRS. R-T. CAPEN 
Swatow, China 

j urch Clerk 
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'hurch Treasurer 
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Minister's Secretary 
MISS ROSE ROUSH 

North Meridian and Vermont Sts. 

Cfirst ^Baptist Church 
^Meridian an? rVermont Streets 

REV.FREDERICK E.TAYLOR,D.D.,Minister 
1935 North Meridian Street 

REV. OSCAR R. McKAY, D. D., Associate Minister 

55 North Arlington Avenue 

ion 
{JnJumapolis 

October 2 , 1971 

Rev Robert £ Speer, D D 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Presbyterian Building, 

Fifth avenue, 
New Yorm, 1'1 »Y» 

sions. 

Dear Dr Speer; 

Pressure of wora ' as prevented my sending any note" oi tuanks 
to the people who so graciously wrote letters of congratulation 
on the occasion of my 25th nnnivei'SE.ry loxot ‘■•^y T sv.>. - u 
that I appreciated far beyond my ability to put into words the 
time that you took out of your vacation period to send me that 

very gracious letter. 

Iviyt it carried me boo^. across the year: to the her ...i-?la btiu- 
ent Conferences when you were teaching the Gospel cf Lake and 
the Book of Acts, to a large number of young fellows like myself 
who received instruction that remains to this day. The .memory 

of those delightful days is still exceedingly fragrant. One of 
the greatest privileges of my ministerial life is that of keep¬ 
ing somewhat in contact with the leaders of those days and from 
time to time I have had the opportunity of renewing the acquaint¬ 

ance of a good many. 

X do not think X can ever be too grateful for the irii iuence on 
my life of those days of long ago. And may I add, that 1 mean it 
in all sincerity when I say that from those earxy .ays down to 
the rresent time the influence of your life and writings h 
a very potent and powerful factor in my ministerial Iij.e. 

beer. 

With constant appreciation, I am 

Very sincerely yours. 

FET;BP 



By action of the Presbytery of Jersey 
City, in Stated Meeting in the West Side 
Presbyterian Church of Ridgewood, New Jersey, 
on October 6th., 1931-- 

Be it resolved that: 

The Presbytery of 
Jersey City gladly embraces this opportunity to 
extend to Dr. Robert E. Speer, ordained elder of 
this Presbytery, its heartiest congratulations 
upon this fortieth anniversary of his official 
connection with the Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church. We are deeply cognizant 
of his wise leadership and his penetrating insight 
in the problems of this work, and bear sincere 
testimony to our keen appreciation of his 
outstanding services to this cause. We wish 
him God»s blessing in his continuing endeavors 
to bear to all lands the Gospel of our Saviour, 
Jesu3 Christ. 

Delivered this second day of November, 1931, 
at the request of the Presbytery— 

Chairman, Committee of Foreign Missions 



E. MORRIS FERGUSSON 

BOX 153 

SWARTHMORE, PENNA. 

November 2, 1931. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I well recall with what enthusiasm, 
tempered with a sense of adventure, the 
Presbyterian Church, forty years ago, placed 
you among the duly seasoned veterans of the 
Board as a representative of its young people. 
You have well repaid their confidence; and 
you have kept your post, with a heart of youth 
for the new visions that G-od is yearly giving 
us to see and follow. 

Hearty congratulations from the devoted 
missionary worker by my side, and from myself. 

Yours sincerely, 



The Clifton Springs Sanitarium 

CLI FTON SPRINGS 

NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN: 

REV. JABEZ B. HORTON, CHAPLAIN October 31, 1931 

The Rev. Robert E. Speer, D.D. 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I notice by the papers that you are approaching 
what cannot but be a most significant and joyful event, both to 
you and your innumerable hosts of friends and fellow-workers. I 
refer, of course, to the 40th anniversary of your labors as 
Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church, which I understand occurs November 2nd of this year. May 
I venture to join in the flood of congratulations which will pour 
in upon you on this very auspicious occasion? Though not a member 
of your particular Communion, denominationally speaking, I feel that 
you belong so completely to the Church at large, that it is the 
privilege of "All who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity" to 
mingle their thanks to Cod for the superb and sustained leadership 
you have been able to render to the Church Universal for so many 
years and in such a variety of ways. Please accept this heart-felt 
tribute from one who has received great inspiration for his own 
service, both from your spoken and written messages. Your "Missionary 
Principles and Practice" is still a cherished member among ray family 

of books: 

Praying that God will richly deepen to you the 
consciousness of His Presence, and spare you for many years to the 
service of His Kingdom here on ear<£h, I remain 

Most cordially yours, 



WILLIAM UHLER FOLLANSBEE 

WOODLAND ROAD 

PITTSBURGH 
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My dear x)r. 3peer:- 

I havethe annoucnement of the 

meeting which is to "be held on November 2 in recognition 

of y6ur Fortieth anniversary. I wish that I cuula be > 

present on that occasion, to speak my hearty congratulate 

tions with my own voice and the pressure of my own hand, 

but I trust that you will accept this note, and under¬ 

stand my regret* Few men can look back on forty years 

of such continuous and fruitful service. 

Mrs. Sewall and I are here on account of our son’s 

illness, which has kept him in a. neighboring hospital 

for more than three months, but we are hoping soon to 

be able to take him and his wife to a warmer climate wher 

he can recuperate. 

With greetings to you and to the other friends 
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God give us man# A time lix® this demands ,, 
HstwS ainda, great hearts, true faith and ready lW*M 

Uen .vbom the lust of office does not Kill* 
Men shorn the spoils of office cannot uuy, 
Sen who possess opinions and a ^1^1* _ 
Men who love honor, mn who cannot lie* 

From "Wanted" by G.G. Holland 
t y%   .3 4 U4 V»a1 3 %w. VirvrVr 
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p. Speei' 

f m i93i 

1258 Spring Lake Drive, 
Orlando, Florida. 
October 26, 1931. 

Robert E. Speer, LL.D., 
156 - Fifth Avenue, 
New York City, 

My dear Dr. Speer, 

the State 
am writing 

little fuller 

We are holding our meeting of 
Committee in St. Petersburg this week, and I 
on behalf of the Committee to give you 
information regarding their hope that you will oecm for 
the week, January 21 to 26, inclusive. 

In general, the schedule would be: January 
21 Thursday noon. Palm Beach; Thursday night, Miami. 
January 22, Friday afternoon, DeLand; Friday evening, 
Orlando. January 24, Sunday afternoon, Tampa and St. 

Petersburg. They are only an hour apart. Tg?n’P^ersburp- 
evening, Clearwater. January 25, morning, St. Petersburg, 
evening, or Tuesday morning, Jacksonville. You could 
then leave Jacksonville Tuesday evening. 

Is this schedule satisfactory? If not, will 
vou write and tell me just what you might do, and whether 
we may hope for you? We ought to begin at once to make 
our tentative program public. 

I think you would find it well worth your 

^idl:-°°bed tIt -Lvejiaa 
registrations from from 42 to 46 Stateseopie^ill^be deeply 

^ w-hf ^LSorU^^|£rgngJ-^people^o^ome fromt 

IhingrtflhircL be rMny“touched with the great jnessage. 



fr^nyou very scon, 
I am i n d you to us, for we 

and praying that the Lor 1 would not be in all the 
certainly need your mesisag®’h extend over three weeks; 
conferences, of > of the main centers. Vie want a 
but you would reach - hioh wm certainly find its 
call to spiritual life message of Christ to the ends^ 
expression in ^P^ink^ strong call against the presen 
of the earth. I ^h3^r_lief i8 certainly in oraer. 
day materialism and unbelief is c 

91 

1 

!« 

I wish I could be at your fortieth 
4- t nnnp*ratulate your Board, and all 

anniversary party. 1h Quheen able“ to do constructive 
our Boards, tha y ■ T0Ucrh all these years. It has 
work for fe Master g™**erlaafl# but all the rest of 

and we thank God for you. 

Sincerely, your friend. 

LWP/IDO 
(J~) 

IsETH N. GENUNG. MINISTER 
THE MANSE. 702 THIRD AVENUE. NORT 

Speer 
Ilyrst prrsbgierimt (Elntrclj 

^OV Bftl 

OF LANSINGBURGH 

TROY, N. Y. 

THIRD AVENUE AND 115TH STREET 

rt«a 
October 30, 1931 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

My deer Dr. Sneer 

I went to be one of the many who will congratulate 
you on your forty years of service as Secretary of our 
Board of Foreign Missions. You have done a monumental 
work through our Board, and your contributions through 
other organizations have been no less valuable. 

the 
May you be spared for many years of leadership in 

great cause of helping to win the world to Christ. 

Cordially and Fraternally, 
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Incorpora 

HortTs Bap gfUtance of tfjc Untteb States! 

BISHOP WM. F. McDOWELL, LL.D. 

REV. M. JOSEPH TWOMEY, D.D. 

Vice-Presidents 

Telephone: Watkins 9—0739 

INTERDEN OMINATIONAL 

Forty-Third Year 
REV. JOHN H. WILLEY, Ph.D., S.T.D. 

President 

GENERAL OFFICES: 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 

REV. H. L. BOWLBY, ] 
General Secretary 

GEORGE M. THOMSC 

Treasurer 
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Fortieth Anniversary 

as Secretary 

The Board of Foreign Missions. 

Oh, Huntingdon, what valiant son 
Caine from thy hall and heard the call 
Of Christ the 'ay, and Christ the Life, 
Who works with might to "Send the Light" 
To choral strand and Pagan land 
And prove this Life where Death is rife 

And MAN is hound? 

From boyhood’s gate to man’s estate 
He walked with Cod. Christ’s path he trod 
In simplest love of purest wove 
And hatred strong of cruel wrong. 
Who is this man built on that til an? 
His name is Sneer, known far and neon 

The WORLD aroundl 

What’s in a name? Can it earn fame? 
That worth a word, though often heard? 
That claim a sword on battle sward? 
If some strong heart doth not impart 
A lifting power to make them tow’r 
Above the rest in zone and zest? 

0 MIGHTY truthl 

Robert E. Speer, we raise a cheer 
To you the seer and pulpiteer, 
Statesman, e,uthor and counselor, 
From far or near, you have no peer 
In mission zeal, the Kingdom’s weal 
On Foreign soil, at Home in toil. 
You worked, you served. How well deserved 
These honors now, yea more. We vow 

This is the truth. 
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The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A. 

156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

SECRETARIES 

JAMES E. DETWEILER 

MISS ANN T. REID 

ST. LOUIS OFFICE 

1261 ARCADE BUILDING. ST. LOUIS. MISSOURI 
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The board of Foreign Missions 
OF THE 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A. 
156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

istrict Secretaries 

FRANK W. BIBLE 

MRS. ANDREW TODD TAYLOR 

CHICAGO OFFICE 

1313 CHICAGO TEMPLE BUILDING, 77 WEST WASHINGTON STREET 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

October 23, 1931 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I wish very much I might be in hew York on the 
2nd of November to have an opportunity of expressing 
personally, something of my appreciation of the ser¬ 
vice which you have rendered to the cause of Foreign 
Missions. Your life and worm have been an inspiration 
to me since I first heard you speax on Missions about 
1898. The leadership which you have given to the work 
of our own Church during these years in which I have 
tried to invest my life in this cause, has meant more 
to me than I could tell or than you would probably 
believe, and the personal friendship of these years, 
has been one of the rich things of my life. 

5incerely yours, 

FWB:EPL 

Mr. Robert E. Speer, D.D., 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New Yorx City. 



JOHN WILSON WOOD, D.C.L. 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY AND 

SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN WORK 

REV. A. B. PARSON 
ASSOCIATE SECRETARY 

REV. CARROLL M. DAVIS, LL.D. 

ACTING DOMESTIC SECRETARY 

SECRETARY FOR LATIN AMERICA 

A 

J.G.vaughan,M.D., Medical adviser 

(150 Fifth Avenue, New York) 

The National Council 
PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Church Missions House 
281 FOURTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Telephone Gramercy 3012 

Corporate Title 

THE DOMESTIC & FOREIGN MISSION* 

OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL 

IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMI 

A 

The Spirit of Missions 

ONE DOLLAR A YEAR 

A 
- 

CABLE ADDRESS'. "FENALONG NEW YOl 

CODES' MISSIONS, WESTERN UNION AND BEF 

& 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO 

Lewis B. Franklin, treasurer 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS 

October 13, 1931 

A 

IN REPLY TO THIS LETTER, 

PLEASB REFER TO ITS DATE 

' 

The Rev. Chas. R. Erdman, D. D. 
President of the Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Erdman:- 

May I acknowledge with many thanks the invita- 

tion to be present at the recognition of the fortieth 

anniversary of Robert Speeds election as a Secretary of 

the Board. 

I shall certainly make every effort to be on 

hand, and I hope to arrive early enough to get at least a 

corner to stand in. 

If it is not too late may I respectfully 

suggest to the Board that instead of having the meeting 

at 156 Fifth Avenue that you have it at j adison Square 

Garden. The capacity even of that auditorium would be 

taxed to hold Speer's friends. 

Sincerely yours, 



OFFICE OF 

fRIEWHALLON. MINISTER 

JO ROSEVILLE AVENUE 

THE ROSEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

TELEPHONE BRANCH BROOK 3-3361 

ROSEVILLE AND SUSSEX AVENUES 

NEWARK. NEW JERSEY 

MISS MARY CAMPBELL 

ASSISTANT TO THE M 

RESOLUTION 

Adopted by the Synod of New Jersey 
in session at Atlantic City 

Tuesday, October 20, 1931. 

RESOLVED that the Synod of New Jersey in vie?/ of the approaching 
Fortieth Anniversary of the official connection of Dr. 
Robert E.Speer with our Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions, expresses to him our sense of deep obligation 
for his outstanding service in aggressive leadership in 
the Foreign Mission enterprise, and for his invaluable 
contribution as a consecrated Christian Statesman to the 
life of our Denomination and the Church of Christ in all 

the world. 

From the report and resolutions of the Committee 
on Foreign Missions of the Synod of Mew Jersey. 

Chairman. 



PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

Rev. H. G Mendenhall 

STATED CLERK 
Oct 31/31 

Dr Robert E.Speer 
Hew Aork 

Dear Dr Speer:- 

Just a shake of the hand and my congratula¬ 

tions on your Anniversary which touches the heart of the 

entire church and gladdens the soul of minister and layman 

alike. G;d has indeed used you for his glory and you have 

responded so lavishly with talent and time that we all re¬ 

joice in the opportunity to celebrate with you this event 

in the life of the Board of Foreign Missions. 

Cordially yours 
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The Board of Foreign Missions 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A. 

156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
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SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE 

228 McAllister St. 

San Francisco, California 
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REV. CHAS. E. SCHAEFFER, D. D. 
PRESIDENT 

MRS. L. L. ANEWALT 

Wm. W. ANSPACH 

Allen R. Bartholomew 

E. F. Bloemker 

A. R. Brodbeck 

EMORY L. COBLENTZ 

W. N. FREDERICK 

EDWIN M. K.LING 

Wm. F. Kosman 

E. G. Krampe 

F. W. LE1CH 

j. Q. TRUXAL 

lsrr VICE-PRESIDENT 

REV. F. H. RUPNOW, D. D. 
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT 

REV. J. RAUCH STEIN, D. D. 
STATED CLERK 

MILTO. 
TRE. 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

of the GENERAL SYNOD of the 

REFORMED CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 

REV WILLIAM E. LAMPE, PH. D., EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

REV. I. M. G. DARMS, D. D.. ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

424 SCHAFE BUILDING, 1505 RACE STREET 

October 31, 1931. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Mrs. F. W. 
Paul S. Lein 

EUGENE L. Me 

J. H. MICKLEY 

James M. Runk 

F. H. RUPNOW 

CHAS. E. SCHAEE 

J. RAUCH STEIN 

J. Q. TRUXAL 

Milton Warner 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth. Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Speer: , tlon 
00mP_ x nave known of ** 

years. I first heard ^Y^at ^Vee^ne of the Ions 
Ppinceton. 1 riet you ^ . -r Hove not missed one o ' ' 
Conference of North America. A^ seen much 0f you and 7®^ ™ork 
annual meetings since then^ ha successful, construct- 

■>> — -■»; to _ 

you have been an ^^^you^tve fet many years of 
personally. I thank you and I pray t 
fru???ul service before you. 

Most cordially youis, 

mi t ivsJSe cr e t ary. 
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. J. PRESTON 

Pastor 

Resi £nce, 115 So. Sixth St. 
"Telephone 181 

FEDERATED CHURCH 
PATTERSON, CALIFORNIA 

October £7th, 1531. 

T)r. Robert E. Speer, 

Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, 

New York. 

! 
Bear Mr. Speer: 

The ’’Presbyterian Advance" of this week announces that 

on Nosember 2rd you complete forty -{.ears of consecutive service with 

the Board of Foreign Missions. In common with many others may I ex¬ 

tend congratulations to you, and wish for you and the church many 

more years of faithful seryicel Indirectly the Church should be 

congratulated on having your leadership in the missionary cause these 

many years, and the prayer of many will be that your strength may per¬ 

mit you to go on and on in this conspicuous service. 

With best wishes on this happy anniversary occasion. 

Very truly, 
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/VILLIAM C. COVERT, D.D.. LL.D. 

GENERAL SECRET ARY 

HAROLD Me A. ROBINSON. D.D. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRET 

Board of Christian Education, Presbyterian Church, U.S. A, 
DISTRICT OFFICE 

DEPARTMENT OF MEN’S WORK 
TELEPHONE WATKINS 9-4100 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

CHARLES H. MCDONALD. D.D. 

ASSOCIATE GENERAL DIRECTOR 

WILLIAM F. WEIR. D.D.. LL 

GENERAL DIRECTOR 

November 2,1931. 

Dr.Robert E. Speer, 
building 

My dear Dr. Speers- 

I wish to join with others in hearty con- 
.1 « c.+v» imniversary of* your service 

gx-atulations to you on It i8 needless for me to 
to the Cause oi ror b . _ fi-n-nreciation con— 
attempt to add to the many ®*PI 0 f the entire Church of 
cefning the great work you have do nations. It 

-rhChSfdSi ro^^Vstin have strength to 

£ad the Church in carrying out her great oommissron. 

Cordially yours. 



St.Mark’s Pro-Cathedral 

Grand Rapids,Michigan 

October 31, 1931 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

It was a delisrht to notice in the New York Times of a 
few weeks ago that the completion of your forty years as 
Racretarv to the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions is 
to be recognized next Monday afternoon. It is a joy to know 
tSat pubnfexpression is to be given to the great debt tnat 

many of us owe to you. 

Aq a senior in Harvard College while also enrolled as. a 
junior in the Episcopal Theological School, I had the privi¬ 
lege of attending the Student Volunteer meeting at .oronto. 
Ever since that time I have shared with the college students 
of my generation a debt of vision and service which can only 
be paid by trying to do in our local fields what you have 
been doing- throughout the world. 

The delightful and intimate contacts that I have been 
orivileged to have through your friendship with Mrs. Ranaall 
Ddrfee have been one of the choicest orivileges of my liie. 
Well do I remember our little visit in New London, New.Hamp¬ 
shire, the address that you gave to the Grand Rapine ministers 
at the time of the Presbyterian Conference, and again our 
visit in New York two years ago. Your books from time to 
time have been a foundation for ever growing conviction of 
the truth of your utterances. 

I can well beli 
your life has meant 
who ecclesiastically 
truly rejoice in the 
you have brought aga 
aonreciation and the 
generously blessed 
gloriously blessed. 

eve that your own board can see what 
from the center outward. Those uf us 
are not under your direction just as 
light and wisdom and challenge that 

in and again. May the day be rich in 
snirit of recognition that you have so 

all others even while you too have been 

Believe me 

Very sincerely yours, 

CEJj.RW 

Dean 

_ 

|V* vfef' gag lji§: ' ';5fhi 



Oct. 28th, 1931 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I am writing a word of heartiest congratulation upon 

the completion of forty years of note-worthy service with the 

Board of Foreign Missions. I wish I could he present to 

o^rasp your hand and tell you personally the things that well 

up in my heart as I recall your significant service. You 

were a great inspiration to me as a student, especially 

Princeton Seminary and you were a never failing guide and 

councellor during my missionary service in Japan. Increasingly 

during these later years I have been quickened in spirit, 

buoyed up in my faith and enriched in my understanding as I 

have met you and have listened to your interpretation of our 

lord and Saviour and His desire for the world's redemption. 

Mav Grod’s richest blessing be with you on your anniversary 
v 

day and may His spirit of love and grace enrich every recurring 

day. 

Very sincerely yours, 



apeer NORTH AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

CORNER PEACHTREE STREET AND NORTH AVENUE 

ATLANTA. GEORGIA 

N 1931 

October 29,1931 

I Dr. Robert E. Speer 
I 156 Fifth Avenue, 
I New York,N.Y. 

I My dear Dr. Speer: 

I I am deeply endebted to you for your kindness in sending to me a 
copy of the biography of Dr. Shedd of Persia,, i*ot only do ap¬ 
preciate your courtesy because of the inspiration I an sure the 

I story of the great life the book contains will mean to me but also 
I am grateful because I have been included among those you cared to 

ran ember. 

May I also thank you for the copy of the last report sent home by 
Mrs. Janies S. Oushman. Fresh news from the front at this time is 
of real value to those of us who are striving to keep ourselves 
and our people keenly alive to the present world situation and need. 

We of Atlanta were greatly helped last week by the talk given before 
our Church Council by Dr. Mott while he was an attendant upon the 
Ecumenical Congress meeting here. I do not believe I have ever heard 
Dr. Mott when he v.as more impressive or when his appeal was more grip¬ 
ping. I thank God again and again for men like yourself and Dr .Mott 
who feel the pulse of the world and are able to interpret to us the 

Kingdom’s needs as you do. 

I have many times wished that my three boys, all of whom are now either 
I grown or approaching full manhood, might have the same inspiration that 

came to me in my student days by the influence and leadership I found 
in yourself, Dr. Mott, Mr. D.L.Moody and the group that were associated 

I with him. 

I Again assuring you of my keen appreciation and praying that God may 
I long continue and ever enlarge your service in His cause, I am 

Very cordially yours 
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The First Presbyterian Church 

YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 

WILLIAM HERBERT HUDNUT, MINISTER 

October 31 
19 3 1 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

My dear Bob: 

I was most anxious to be present at the 
Board meeting next Monday both because I had 
not been able to come for a long time and 
especially because of the announcement of the 
recognition by the Board of your forty years 
of service. My plans were all made and then 
came the death of a young man in my Church who 
for six months has been fighting a losing 
battle with a mysterious and unbeatable heart 
disease and who although defeated by death won 
a marvelous spiritual victory. The funeral is 
Monday afternoon. 

Since I cannot be present as I long to be, 
I want to express to you my appreciation of the 
distinguished service that you have rendered to 
the cause of Christ throughout the whole world. 
Many of us have been permitted to render a little 
service here and there but very few have been 
permitted to influence the world. I am very sure 
that as you celebrate this fortieth anniversary 
your heart will be full of praise and thanks¬ 
giving just as ours are who share with you the 
rejoicing of this day. It is my earnest prayer 
that God will give you wisdom and courage and 
strength to face these changing and most diffi¬ 
cult times. I want again to pledge to you my 
loyal cooperation and support. 

Your very devoted friend, 

WHHjMIC 

P.S. Will you please present my excuse for 
absence from the meeting. 



Emergency Pastoral Service 

FOR PULPIT-VACANT 

CONGREGATIONS IN ANY PART OF 

THE UNITED STATES 

Dr* Robert E. Spe$r, 

££ Church, 

#-156- Fifth Avenue, 

New York City, 

New York. 

My Very Dear Friend Robert 

„T“zrz' 

However, good “rs* ®e^u™p0Jtieth ^niverse^'it'uout 

Letters that we know with hundrede-even thousands 
friendship is small you„dear,dear Fellowjbut 
of oth er s wh o are muc c than ws do;or has occasion 

h^rlo^hL we feel W. -*• 

That the Lord has spared ^°" ^hfgreafwtrk .that ^ 
has go marvelously blessed you in the gre nan. that 

HI y“« i«*° 3U0h a °TZ S yeJL intellectual^ and 
He has developed you alrf&g the V other Leaders whom 

. .LoUv SO far above and beyona ** outstanding spiritually so x lifted you into the most ou 
X know;and that he ^ of our day—all, 
and foremost Chris .1 TITUDE t0 Him: 
in my heart compelling CRAlii 

+ Rehert Somehow I feel he 
Nor, has He done with you for‘y0u;and through you 

for To^Ssir Ld" ^onal Cood will. BS XT SO. 

Hence our^felicitations teU^ou so. 

Would that 1 cou since firA you and I met in 

Robert,it is a far,* ^exandria.Va., when noble Dr. 
that little Prayermeetim^at XL ^ toththerl 

Arthur T. Pierson called ^ ^ your 

Do not take valuable time to answe^^ ^ L0VE-in 

many obligations in this^li;ie. 

Him,and of special p 

Affectionately 



- 

Jjnresl ^tll Presbyterian (Cljurch 
Heller Parkway and Highland Avenue 

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 

Percy R. Nuessle, 

Clerk of Session 

Charles T. Staines, 

President of Trustees 

REV. PAUL R. HICKOK, D.D. 
Pastor 

Richard M. Hanschka, 

Church Treasurer 

Phoebe L. Woolson, 

Office Secretary 

November 2nd.1°31 

Mr. Robert 1. Sue er, D. D. 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 

l'GS r Dr.Speer:- 

i it our meeting last night we took note 

Of the fact that today is your 40 th Anniversary with the 

Foreign ...i s s ion Board of our church. As a Session we 

wish to express our extreme gratitude on the services 

you have rendered our Denoroination as a leader and t^e 

stimulus you have given to the entire work of the 

Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ here on earth. "lease 

accept our heartiest congratulations on this happy 

occasion and our hope that we may continue to have the 

benefit of your experience, wisdom and consecration ^or 

many years to come. 

Cordially yours, 

Clerk of Session 



The Board of Pensions 

of the 

Presbyterian Church in the U S. A. 

henry b. master, d.d. 
general SECRETARY 

REV. REID S. DICKSON 
associate secretary and 

recording secretary 

GEORGE A. HUGGINS 

actuary 

Western District Office 

228 MCALLISTER STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

i M. SKINNER, D.D. 
representative 

president 

ANDREW MUTCH, D.D. 

VICE PRESIDENT 

ORMOND RAMBO 

VICE PRESIDENT 

SAMUEL F. IRWIN 

COUNSEL 

WAYNE P. RAMBO 

912 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Oct, 31, 1931 

JOHN H. GROSS, D.D. 

treasurer 

F JOSEPHINE FRAME 

assistant treasurer 

W. J. MCMILLEN 
assistant treasurer 

ELLA M. GRAY 
assistant recording secretary 

Western District 

ARIZONA. CALIFORNIA 

COLORADO. IDAHO. MONTANA 

NEVADA 

NEW MEXICO. OREGON. UTAH 

WASHINGTON 

WYOMING 

m 

Kev. Robert E. Speer, D.D., 

156 Fifth Avenue, 

Hew York City, 

yfy dear Dr. Speer: 

1 of^0^00^^ th^ard^f 
tue fortieth anniversary oi j 
Foreign Missions. ilgn Missions. 

, nf* congratulation to the many 
jfey I add my word S forty years of 

you undoubtedly will ££• the church, and I 
Lrvelous service you have of joy and happiness 

ao very sure it must bring a gre 

to vour heart* 

! truat that the Church may have many more year 

of your splendid leadership. 

With the Kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

n ^ 
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IN AMERICA 
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Ledyard Cogswell, Jr. 

75 State Street 

Albany, N. Y. 

November 4, 1931. 

Dr. Robert E. Speir, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

Dear Dr. Speir: 

I was reading in the paper yesterday of 
your fortieth anniversary. May I send you my hearti¬ 
est congratulations on the splendid work you have done 
all these years. 

My first memory of you is in June 1396 
when you gave a talk on "Purity* at Northfield, the 
effect of which has been with me ever since. I can 
visualize now your speaking, and then the after events 
when Mr. Moody took part. 

Not only i3 the Presbyterian Church for¬ 
tunate in having your splendid help, but so are all en 
deavors to make life in this world more complete and 
wholesome. 

It has always been a pleasure to have 
seen you as our paths crossed here and elsewhere, and 
I certainly wish you continuous health and ability to 
carry on your work. 

Very sincerely yours, 



WILLIAM HIRAM FOULKES 

OLD FIRST CHURCH 

NEWARK.NEW JERSEY 

November 5, 1931 

"t. Robert E. Speer, 
LSS Fifth Avenue, 

Slew York City. 

Dear Robert; . 

^at a wealth of affection, esteem and confidence was oonred ante 

your lap yesterdayl X understand perfectly how distasteful anythin, 

to you hut I know you must have observed deep and tremendous reality a 1 

« said and done. To me personally you have been and continue to be a source * 

the most unalloyed inspiration. X came home yesterday afternoon to sat * one - 

my conscience and to check up my Xife in the light of what X had heard arc ie, 

. fh „110v a noble friendship as yours, 
yesterday and to resolve, God helping me, with such no. 

to be not merely a better man but the best X can be. 

Forgive me, please, for making this letter also a vehicle of an e 

Vo’- I give with mv bow drawn at a venture, to you to give a brief 
nest invitation which I give,™.' .. 

of fhR annual Armistice Day service 
twenty or twenty-five minute message at the annu ^ - 

f oon Fe nrovide an honorarium of Fifty Dolors. 

First Church, next vednesa&y n- . .. that 

• - to the life of this crowded city something of that spirit that 
Fe desire to pour into the me o 

v,p fee] you could bring to us. 

' :,ss Go 11 will call ,iss Connell sometime Wednesday morning to find 

whether, by any chancel you can come. 

pith ceaseless esteem, 

Affectionately yours, 

. CaJ t • 

FHF/JBG 



The Market Square Presbyterian Church 

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 

•<J »• 

RAYMOND C. WALKER, MINISTER R. E 

Church Office and study 

Rooms 11 and 12 

] Harrisburg National Bank Building 

November 2, 1931 

Mr. Robert S. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Speer: 

I want to thank you most sincerely for the copy of "The 
Measure of a Man” which you so kindly had sent to me. The 
volume reached me several days ago but I have had no oppor¬ 
tunity to read it. Mrs. Walker has been ill since last June 
and last week, shortly after the book arrived, I took her to 
her home and gave her the book to read while she sojourns 
there. I also appreciate the letters of Mrs. Cushman and 
thank you for sending them to me. 

I was so sorry that you could not be with us for our 
Spiritual Retreat." I finally decided to take the services 
myself, with Dr. Cleaveland to assist me in the opening De¬ 
votions and I was very greatly gratified at the number who 
were present. You will recall that we invited only Church 
Officers and workers in the various Departments and Organi¬ 
zations. In the afternoon we had 120 present and when we 
closed with the Lord's Supper in the evening, 144 partook 
of the Supper. I feel that it was by all means, the most 
important meeting that has been held in Market Square Church 
since my coming here. 

And now as I write, may I be permitted, with your host 
of friends everywhere, to extend to you my very heartiest 
congratulations on the completion of forty years with the 
Board of Foreign Missions. You have many friends who have 
spoken of your work and with deep appreciation, I am sure, 
but I am confident that no one appreciates more than I do 
myself, the self-sacrificing labors of the years, and the 
tremendous contribution that your life has been to the King¬ 
dom of our Lord in this, our generation. All through the 
years your ministry has been a great inspiration to me and 
I would not feel satisfied if I were not to tell you so now. 
I only pray that your life and health may be preserved for 
many years so that you can continue to render the service 
which is so much needed. 

Very cordially yours 

Raymond C. Walker 

RCW: Z 
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Nov. 4, 1931 

Rev. Robert E. Speer, D. D. LL.D. 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City. 

Dear Robert: 

I got home Saturday evening from a round of 
addresses for our Board and found in my mail the 
invitation to the party for your fortieth anniversary. 
It was impossible for me to be present, but I cannot 
let the event pass without telling you how precious 
you are to us as a church and what a blessing you have 
been to me in my own individual life. Our contacts 
have always deepened my spiritual life and strengthened 
me for the Master’s work. Words cannot express the 
esteem and affection which we cherish for you nor 
the gratitude that fills our hearts for all God 
ha3 accomplished you to do in the leadership of the 
Christian activities of our generation. 

Yours devotedly. 
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THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY AT CAIRO 
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CHAIRMAN 

■ Joseph M. Steele 

TREASURER 

Hermann A. Li m 

SECRETARY 

Charles R. Watson 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 - Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

PHILADELPHIA 

November 5th, 1931. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

May I he peimitted to join my voice in congratulations and 
profoundest appreciation to those of a multitude of friends who, at home 
and abroad, will be sending you messages on the occasion of your completing 
forty years of magnificent service for the Kingdom* It will be impossible 
for me to express myself adequately and I am sure I could never come up to 
the standards of such an expression as set by many, many others; I can only 
say a most earnest and heartfelt "Amen" to all they have said. 

In saying this, I speak both personally and on behalf of my 
wife, looking back to the time when first, thirty-five years ago, we had the 
inspiration of your leadership and then through all these years, when both 
personally and officially we have had the privilege of cooperation in many 
ways. 

Let me assure you as so many others have done ?;hat unspeaka¬ 
ble pleasure it has been to realize we were in the ranks with you and to 
he conscious of that great and unmeasured service which you have rendered 
throughout the world; both by your spoken word and by your printed messages 
which have touched so many at home and abroad. 

Again assuring you of this deep appreciation and with best 
wishes for the remaining days of your splendid service, I am 

Yery sinfj ely yours, 

R. S. McCLEIILvHAN < 



Offyixtt ^rc;skui»>cuxit dTirurcip 
October 23, 19^1* 

^ev. Chas. R. Erdnmn, D. D., 
me Board of Foreign Missions, 

156 Fifth Ave.> 

New York, N. Y* 

w “ ...«—•—• -- - ~ 
« the fortieth anniversary 

. tn t»«cognition of tne iuiU 
, foreign Missions in recogn 

Board Of Foreign who 

, „rvtces I planned to come “ 
Of Dr. Speer’s services, 

lore and honor Mr.. misBion workers 

i o. Annual Mseting or au 
1 find now that an Annual .,s j teve 

falls on that date and is in our c 
of the Presbyte.y ■ and my absence would seriously 

this Meeting, nna. y 
to preside and spe t0 remain 

t am persuaded that x 
smbarrass these faithful people, 

at h0r“* , T would rejoice to be pre- 
! appreciate the invitation and I would . 

' nd my regrets and the expression of my respect 

sent, but 1 can only send my 

and affection for Dr. Speer. 

Yfith good wishes, 

Your 
friend sincerely. 
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THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 

OF THE 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AMERICA 
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E GENERAL SECRETARY 

fENTY-SECOND STREET 

Iew York November 4, 1931 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City- 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Many thanks for letting me see the letter 
from Mr. Howard of the Sunday School Times, which I 
return herewith. I am sure that this letter, together 
with others written by Dr. de Schweinitz, Dr. Summey, 
Dr. Weigle and others, will be of real help. 

I had heard infomally some time ago that 
there was to be a service in recognition of your com¬ 
pletion of forty years with the Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions and had made a note to ask if I might 
have the privilege of attending it. When I called up 
about noon on Monday to inquire at what hour in the 
afternoon the service was to be held, I discovered^ 

to my genuine disappointment, that it was then in session 
and nearly over. I want you at least to know that my 
thought were with you on the day and that I join in 
spirit with the host of friends who rejoice in the 
wonderful service which you have rendered* I never 
cease to be grateful for the opportunities of fellow¬ 
ship with you and for all that you have done for me. 

Faithfully yours, 

SAMUEL MCCREA CAVERT 
General Secretary 

mmrnsmsiBmm- ra ■ -S' ■*,- urn 
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Rev. Paul R. Hickok 

Forest Hill Presbyterian Church 

Newark, New Jersey 

BRANCH BROOK 

9th November 19 31 

Doctor Robert E Speer 
#156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

My dear Doctor Speer 

Please let me add a word of congratulation and good 

wishes to the multitude of such expressions that will be 

coming to you in these days. It will not be easy for your 

friends to express the gratitude they feel for these forty 

years. And it will be quite impossible for you to under¬ 

stand the jojr and inspiration that your leadership in these 

years have afforded. 

I think I have spoken to you of our first meeting at 

a Y.M.C.A. convention in Beatrice, Newbraska, some time 

before these forty years began. I was one of the younger 

boys attending the "Boys’ Branch" of the convention. You 

will not remember an afternoon walk with that small boy, 

along the bank of the creek leading away from the prairie 

town. But the memory of it, and your earnest talk and 

prayer, have been vivid and fresh in my heart, and they have 

given a tone to every act of my ministry. 

It is with very sincere feeling of personal and lasting 

indebtedness that I am sending this little reminder of love, 

and my frequent prayer "God bless you". 



135 

ft 19 
NORTH 

WILLIAM BROWN 
general secretaries 

CHAMBERLAIN 
recorOIng Secretary 

S W. FOWLE 
SSISTANT SECRETARY 

■ DARLINGTON 

■ASURER 

y ^ \ 
/W/^ . - ^ vf\ 

BIBLE HOUSE ASTOR PLACE 

New Yop 

CABLE 

“ BIBLE HOUSf 

TELE 

ST UYVES/? 

November 4, 1931 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York., N.Y. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I am quite eager that the Budget arid Finance 
Committee of the General Council at its November meeting 
in Chicago shall not disarrange the present relationship 
to the benevolence budget sustained by the American Bi¬ 

ble Society. 

Would you be kind enough to send me a brief par¬ 

agraph indicating your own personal evaluation of the So¬ 
ciety’s service to the work of the Board of Foreign Missions 
to be incorporated in a brief memorandum which I desire to 
present to the Budget and Finance Committee. 

It was a distinct pleasure to be present on Mon¬ 

day afternoon at the exercises commemorating your forty years 

with the Board of Foreign Missions. As I stated to you, your 
greatest contribution to my religious life was your manner of 
handling the delicate problems which arose at the General As¬ 
sembly at San Friancisco when you were Moderator, at which As¬ 

sembly it was my privilege to be a Commissioner. That Assembly 

was religious from beginning to end and was to me a significant 
spiritual experience. 

aithfully yours, 

George Win. Brown 
General Secretary 

GIB:MAW 
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113 REED STREET 

November 6, 1931 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
156 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Speer:- 

It was with pleasure that I saw 
vour name on the editorial paf?e of the New York Times. 
What was said about you was well and worthily written. 
Let me join with a host of friends in congratulating 
you on the completion of forty years with tne Board. 

May your bow abide in strength. 

With regret I learn of the threatened 
deficit facing the Board of foreign Missions. I am gird 
to report that this Church thus far is keeping up all 
of her obligations. The salaries of our missionaries 
Sid the obligations of the Women’s Missionary Societies 
have been paid in full to January first, and by that 
time we hope to have enough money in sight to complete 

our years payments. 

With very best wishes. 

Sincerely yours. 

- W, 

Arthur B. McCormick 

_
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Synodical Secretary 
REV. W. M. CLEAVELAND 

Payne-Shoemaker Building 
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Office—Phone 7997 

Stated Clerk 
REV. GLENN M. SHAFEi 

243 S. Hanover Street 
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Chairman, Pensions 
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Harrisburg, Pa. 
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REV. CHARLES H. WILLIAMS 

Grove City, Pa. 

Chairman, Finance 
REV. T. STACY CAPERS 
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November 16, 1931 
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Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 

New York, N• Y. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

Along with the countless Completionnof ’ forty 

S Foreign .i.eion. of 

our church? 

You doubtless look back withsgthese^ea^^a^'you^have 
the privilege »hioh has been you^ outstanding leader 0f 

occupied the position church but of all denominations 
world missions not only of our chu^c not be willing 

I know your modesty is sue y Ume we who know 

you^nd^youj^work^os ^intimately know how very true this is. 

B :s- 
srst >' us«•».« 
for His sake. 

Very sincerely yours, 

W. Mf Cleaveland 
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Nov. 13, 1931 

Robert E. Speer, D. D., 
156 Fifth Ave., 

New T0rk City. 

dear Dr. Speer: 

I want to have the pleasure of adding 
ny congratulations to the great multitude which 
I am sure you have received on the completion of 
such a long period of service for the Foreign 
Board and for our church. No one can estimate 
the value of your leadership through all these 
years during which you have kept yourself from 
the perfunctoriness of an official position, your 
faith always radiant and vital, and your spirit 
untinged hy harshness or narrowness. You have 
been for us all a great leader. 

Slight illness on ny part has made this 
letter late in reaching you. 

With kindest regards to Mrs. Speer whose 
part in your work has been a very large one, 

Faithfully yours, 



Bloomfield Theological Seminary 

Bloomfield, N. J. II 
wn\/ ‘ / 61 19^1 

Joseph Hunter, D. D„ president 

Allison Dodd, Treasurer 
■ **• 

November 20 th, 1921* 

jjr. Robert E. 6peer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
hew York, &. Y. 

hear nr. opeer: 

1 understand you are celebrating 
this month the fortieth anniversary of your 
service as Secretary of our Foreign hoard,. 

1 want to extend the congratula¬ 
tions of our rresbytery, as well as W own, 
to you on this occasion. You have rendered 
a very distinguished ministry to the ohurch 
of uhrist during these years and have added 
lustre to the office that you nil* 1 vears 
sincerely hope that you may serve for many years 
more in that capacity, as there does not seem 
to be anyone who could altogether nil y 

place• 

assuring you of my warmest apprecia¬ 
tion of your personality as well as your 

service, 

i am very sincerely yours. 
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Cfjurdf) ot tf)t Covenant 
(PRESBYTERIAN) 

TC6T ^ AON 1 L €rie, ipennsplbama 

OFFICE 

250 West Seventh 

Dr, Robert E. Speer 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

Dear Dr, Speer: / 

I have your letter and regret that you cannot 
be with us in January. Have you any engagements 
that bring you near enough to us to speak for us 
on any Sunday in December excepting the first 
Sunday? Either December 13, 20, or 27. I am 
anxious to have you out here to minister for a 
Sunday to this great church of mine and I am not 
going to satisfy myself with anyone less than you, 
providing I can get you at all. 

Although a bit delayed would you accept my con¬ 
gratulations upon your completion of forty years of 
service as our Secretary. It is not necessary for 
me to add any word whatever to the thousands of 
tributes expressed in the hearts of men and women 
everywhere. You gathered to yourself a fruitage 
of which the Christian world is proud, proud 
that God has used you so mightily in behalf of 
Himself and His church. My hope is that many years 
may yet be yours to share your abundant leadership 
in the affairs of the Kingdom of God. 

With my kind regards, 

yours, 

CUJ\o^ 
RALPH MARSHALL DAVIS 
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FIRST AND CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ORGANIZED 1920 

MARKET STREET AT ELEVENTH 

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 
December 19, 1931 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, Secretary Presbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions, 
New York City. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

In making a Missionary Report to our congregation 
I referred to the fact that you had been 

- 
The resolution herewith:- 

^fRohert^^S^Jr’s J^1Si8^S:°SSaSit,fS-th0 
Presbyterian Board ol £ words of highest appre- 
every Missionary Field has co service Dr. Speer 

»;ars1«s,r. *»• *“• 

world. 

j^S5,*5S 
his truly superabundant missionary li • 

resolved that we congratulate -rselves^that^e^ave^aO 

such a truly wise a^se"„t*r and the entire heathen world 

hisrparish! "Doing wi4h **®* fthe'who 1 e "christlan Church 

anddanafoms6oferelIgious activities both at home and 

abroad. HALLELUJAH# 

i Kv 

Very truly yours, 

Herk of Session. 



missionaries: 

I is S ESTELLE HARDING 
65 THE BLACHERNE. 

MISS EVA FEWELL 
FALLON, NE V. 

MISS MARY E. PHILLIPS 
RANGOON,BURMA . 

REV.AND MRS.R.T. CAPEN 

SWATOW, CHINA. 

V AND MRS HOWARD MYERS 
RANGOON, BURMA. 

MERIDIAN AND VERMONT STREETS 

Rev.Fbeoerich E Taylor , D.D.,Pastor 

1335 NORTH MERIDIAN STREET 

Rev. Oscar R. Me.Kay, D.D., 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

IN DIANAPOLIS 

December 16, 1931 

\($> 
CHURCH CLERK 

J e.shewmon 

4420 BROADWAY 

CHURCH TREASURER 

C.S . MER RICK 
N.MER.SVERMONT STS. 

MISSIONARY TREASURER 

ROBERT H. DIETZ 
N.MER.S VERMONT STS . 

PASTORS SECRETARY 

MISS ROSE ROUSH 
N.MER.SVERMONT STS. 

Dr Robert E Speer 
Presbyterian Building 
Fifth Avenue, New York, N Y 

My dear Dr Speer: 

An article in one of the religious weeklies tells me that you 
have been celebrating your 40th Anniversary with the Presbyter¬ 
ian Board of Foreign Missions. I can hardly believe that it 
is the 40th but I presume that the paper was right. In any case, 
I wish to extend heartiest congratulations on such a marvelous 

record not only from the standpoint of time but also for the 
contribution which you have made all across tne years not only 
to the denomination which you represent but to every denomination 

that loves the Lord desus, 

I think I have read everything you have ever printed even the 
lovely tribute to Louise Andrews. I remember Louise and her sis¬ 
ter Gertrude because I was entertained in that home years ago 
when I was a student at Colgate and went down there to hold some 
meetings in the Presbyterian Church, and continued the friendship 

all across the years with Mr Fred Andrews until his death. 

I would like to add that your last book was read with great 
pleasure and profit ans certainly it has been a source of great 
joy to see one in your position holding to some of the things that 

some of us have not found reason to forsake, yet. 

With constant appreciation, I am 

FET:BP 

Very sincerely yours. 

PS: Please do not think it necessary to reply. You have enough 

letters to write without adding another one to the list. 



/1LLIAM C. COVERT. D.D., LL.D, 
General Secretary 

R. E. Speer 

B§a«^Qlct 

An*—- 

HAROLD MCA. ROBINSON. D.D. 
ADMINISTRATIVE SE| 

A/ILL1 AM F. WEIR. D.D.. LL.D. 
GENERAL DIRECTOR 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

DEPARTMENT OF MEN’S WORK 

77 WEST WASHINGTON STREET 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 

December 10 
1931 

CLAIR BOYD GAHAGI 
ASSOCIATE DIRECT 

Dr* Robert E. Speer 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I have noted with genuine interest the celebration of the 

fortieth anniversary of your service in the Board of Foreign Missions. I 
want to join the g£eat host of your friends in expressing my own evaluatxon 
of this event. Probably it has not occurred in any previous period that a 

man has served this or any other agency in our Church for so long and wit 
such distinguished leadership and achievement. I hear you spoken of ofteJV 
as in a vei^small group of outstanding statesmen in our whole country, Jith 

this position that you occupy I am in full accord. 

I have pleaded persistently and successfully for Foreign 

Minions durine my twenty-seven years in the pastorate and in all the years 
since °My hearths the more in this great cause because I have a representative 

In H*in mv son I greatly appreciate your own recognition of the value of 

his service. Dr. Bible brought to me a remarkable story about John when he 

returned from the Orient. 

Wishing for you many years of achievement and satisfaction 

even surpassing the years that are gone, and with very warm personal 

regards. 

Sincerely,, 



I received an interesting clipping through hr .Uclfer^enan, 
ao. t el ling of the reception that was given to you to 

celebrate 40'years of your activity as Secretary of your hoard. 
?„ r certainly would have been one of those wanting to shore 

lations . 

I feel I owe so much to you personally for many ^ n7 
ideals and for the steadying of my courage across a great: many 
76flrq that I would want to speak a word of personal &ratit . 
in addition to that other word of appreciation for wnat you 
MMt to She entire missionary moveif nt thraighout the v orlo . 
It is difficult to voice such deep feelings as - feel ar 
suppose that is the significance 
occasion thanksgiving and con0- . . , , 
that a situation and a public gathering are voicing wnat 
human words can express. 

be in America about the end 01 Feoruar^j 
througn the spring and summer. Of 
some time while I am home. I trust 

success, in spite of the adverse 
both you and Mrs. Speer keep well . i 

with the children who are now establisn- 

deep feelings as i ieei anu x 
nee of the stagey of a general public 
congratulation: it enables one to feel 

and will 
c ou rs e I 
that the 
ec onoraic 
and t hat 
ing homes 

I am expecting to 
doubtless be there 
hope to see you at 
year has been one 
situation and that 
all is going well 

for themselves. 

of 1“ 

3efore I close, let me thank you 
codes of your Lakeville Conference a year 
findings give me much courage and are 
I had in mind when I wrote my recent 
Beview of Missions on "Rethinking Missions 

•^or sending me two 
ag o . Han y of t he s e 

in line with much that 
rtide in the International 

With all good wishes, 
Very sincerely yours. 

Dr. Robert 3.Speer, 
156, Fifth Avenue, 
Dew York City, 
Dew York, U.3.A. 
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Ssu, Ise, Japan, feb. 6, 193B. 

An Executive Committee communication received this afternoon 
follows:- 

"OOiTGRAi'ULATIOlTS 10 DA. SPBKR. 
It was voted to request Dr. Dunlop to write to Dr. Speer 

congratulating him in the name of the Mission on his forty years of 
service with the Board of foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 
XT O \ ' U . O . . 

I could hardly he ashed to do anything that I would jump to 
alacrity. 

It is already more than ten years since you ceased to have spe- 
connection with the Japan Mission, hut to those of us who had the privi- 
of being in Japan through the years of your long connection the impress 

of your personality, of your faith and your constant insistence on spiritual 
realities, agencies, amd resources,was so strong that we still feel its im¬ 
pact as if you had hardly ceased to conduct the Japan correspondence. Ye have 
had also the inspiration of your writings and of your unexcelled prestige 
and moral authority in the church at home, and we rejoice especially at all 
times that the church’s all too much unrecognized work of world evangelization 
is the main practical interest and daily business of one of the greatest 
and .ainds ever given to the Presbyterian Church in any land. 

souls 

Your visits to this Mission are recalled with the greatest plea 
sure and some of us at least do not need even to look up the records for the 
dates, remembering well the benefits that came to the work in 1897, 1915, and 
19B6, when you were among us for a time. Ye hope and pray for at least one 
more such visit before you go out of harness as a full time chief in the fo¬ 
reign Board offices. 

You will be among those chiefly grieving at this time over the 
calamity that has been precipitated su unexpectedly and needlessly on these 
beloved far nastern lands. You know Japan so well that you will not need to 
be[assured that it is but a small minority in this land who are reproachable 
with nationalistic pride and greed in their relations with neighbor nations, 
ihe common people in Japan go about their daily avocations almost as unmoved 
as the Chinese themselves, although a portion of the responsible authorities 
and the chauvinistic daily press are practising all possible devices to mis¬ 
inform and deceive and inflame the popular mind-and in this are unfortun¬ 
ately succeeding in a measure as the trouble is prolonged from week to week. 
Ye feel confident that you and many at headquarters and throughout the church 
atfchone are uniting with us in daily prayer for a speedy return to sanity, 
modesty, justice and mercy. 

Lest this letter should be suppressed, not by the Japanese cen¬ 
sorship in these uncertain times, but by the more to be feared R.13.S. himdj^f, 
I am taking the precaution of forwarding a carbon copy to Dr. C. B. McAfee 
that the Board may know just what this Mission is saying, though so very im¬ 
perfectly, through one of its tblder members, in recognition of the Senior Sec¬ 
retary's 40 years of unbroken service in preparing the way of the people, 
casting up the highway, gathering out the stones, and lifting up an ensign 
for the peoples. 

In affectionate rejoicing that you continue in such strength 
ill Praying for a long continuance of all 

Yours faithfully, 
spiritual arid physical blessing, 
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#1118 ’Jest Hew Street, 
Lancaster, Pa., Eov. 3, 1931. 

Dr. Robert L. Speer, 
#156 Fifth Av enue, 
Hew York City, IT. Y. , 
Lear Lr. Speer: 

Through a letter from Dr. A. R. Bartholomew I learned that you 
have completed forty years of service as a Secretary of the Presby¬ 
terian Board of Foreign Missions. Allow me to offer you my humble, 
but heartfelt congratulations. ’.That wonderful changes have taken place 
in missionary countries during that interval! The consciousness that 
under God you and Mrs. Speer had no small part in bringing about that 
transformation must be aJsource of profound joy and satisfaction to you 
both. 

As I myself began my career as a missionary to Japan in Oct., 
1892, next year, if the Lord spares my life, I too shall round out a 
full forty years of service. 

fishing both you and Mrs. Speer many more years of increasing 
usefulness in this great work, I remain, 

Yours very truly, 

Henry<yth Miller. 

H’he filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as show a on all messages, is STANDARD^TIME. 

deceived at Flatiron Bldg., New York City HJ7 2 A.V], 9 

NJ4Q 6=CL IFTONSPR INGS NY 2 900A 

ROBERT SPEER = 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE 

/ /} 
/ // 

DAY LETTER 

156 FIFTH AVE = ^ 

SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS FORTY YEARS SPLENDID SERVICE 

EDITH DICKIE. 

Leceived at Hatiron Diug., new tout 

ABH1S2 11 = NEWY0RK NY 2 1135A 

ROBERT SPEERS,CARE FOREIGN BOARD: 

156 FIFTH AVE= 

v> MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

WITH MANY MANY OTHERS I GIVE THANKS FOR YOUR FORTY YEARS= 

JEAN K MACKENZIE. 
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LLOYD STANTON RULAND 

GEORGE L. GRIDLEY. JR 

November 3, 
19 3 1. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Board of Foreign Missions, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I cannot refrain from sending you a person¬ 
al word of congratulation upon completing your 
years of service with our foreign board. As one Ano 
saw seven years of service in the foreign field and who 
ic still foreign missionary at heart, I want to tell 
you how much your own devotional life and Your foreign 
missionary interest have meant to me. Your emphasis 
udon1the evangelistic work in all our religious work 
coupled with a generous tolerance of other view poinuS, 
has done so much to keep our mission program ant. e 
work of our entire church upon an even keel. 

May you have many more years of active and 
influential service for our Church. 

Very sincerely yours, 

p KC123 20 NM- TOPEK A ANS ' 

DR- ROBERT E SPEER1 . 
'56 F f FTH AVE MEWYORK NY1 

S - ULATE YOU UPON YOUR FOUR DECADES OF * WW8 

r-- . - - | ^ jH E qp5 a TE ST AND MOST' \ M POR T AH T u 0RK 0 F i 0 E AG 
L t 

EASTON HU TC HIS 
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Chagrin Falls, Ohio. 
October 29, 1931. 

Speer Dr. Pober t E, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
Few York City. 

My dear Robert, 

I see by The Advance that you are 
to be 40 years old as a Secretary next Monday, I 
would, like to be at the reception planned, but 
since I cannot I send this letter of greetings. 

I remember that out on the field 
the older men thought you were too much, of a. kid for 
the job when you were appointed, wondering what the 
the church was about,putting you up along with such 
veterans as Drs.Ellinwood, Gillespie and Mitchell. 
The younger men soothed them by pointing out you 
would be under good control, and you would glow older 
and gather experience in due time, which you seem 
to have done. Ind ed Time is a remarkable developer 
enabling choice spirits to equal and even surpass their 
predecessors in experience and usefulness. 

I congratulate you for staying with 
the cause of foreign missions for forty years. It is 
unpopular with quite a large number of even Christian 
people, who have not discerned its ir^r. importance - the 
very greatest world movement of our times. You have been 
in the heart of it, have seen it grow, reach its zenith, 
with the Church of Christ firmly rooted among all the 
nations and rehdy to spread, while foreign missions may 
henceforth occupy a plane of secondary importance. The 
great victory lias been won in the last forty years, and 
you have had a very important part in it not only for our 
church but for all the churches, I know you have had 
anxieties and troubles a plenty, opposition a. plenty, 
problems a plenty and labors a plenty, but I am glad you 
have stuck by the Cause and^lrtill sticking tight, I have 

P.i. J 

oftened wondered how you kept your health* , as you seem 
to be vigorous notwithstanding your three score and ten(S), 
and your long years of laborious service. May God continue 
to have you in His keeping and grant you strength for the 
service you have yet to render. Mrs,Fulton joins in best 
wishes, I have: not been so well recently but am improving 
again, 

${**4sr > 
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Dr. Robe rt T3.Suee r 

1 
SHI 3.56 Fifth A vs. 

IT 0 w Xo rk 0 i ty. 

Bo ry,Hadarovce 
9-th .Nov. 3.931. 

My |9ar Sir; - 

iflyl 
From a far away country I am “ending you ray best ■'"iehes 

and congratulation on the 40-th anniversary o^ your services as a 

secretary of the Board of Foreign Mission. 

I am that Hungarian student,who through your favor was 

stud ling in The McCormick Seminary. 

Mav God bless you and your work. I ara 

Rev.d.Kovaos 

HGA109 50 NL=QN CARLISLE PENN 1 

ROBERT E SPEER= 

156 FIFTH AVE NEWYQRK NY* 

DID NOT SEE THE NOTICE OF YOUR FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY IN 

PRESBYTERIAN UNTIL THIS AFTERNOON WIFE AND I SEND YOU 
[it y y • ' ..b- % j 

WARMEST GREETINGS I REMEMBER WITH PLEASURE THOSE EARLIER 
■1^* " - - 

YEARS AND THE SATISFACTORY HANDLING OUR MISSION AFFAIRS HAD 

I 

itnnj rn'iu i nL ijni ui auiwui in** M 

FROM YOU AT ONE TIME MAY YOU HAVE MANY YEARS MORE OF SERVICE 
itt 

FRATERNALLY* 

CHAS E ECKELS. 
arrrur hot ? rmrrt tm-wshhw -tw • 
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Pyengyazfg, Kor» TQ, T 
December 9bh. 19^1 

Dr. Dobert U. Speer, 
156 7ifth Ive. , 
New York. 

Dear Dr. Spee 

the^Stat ion^ and 8 our Year ty congratulations on Missions. 

of splendid service as seoretary of our no 

Doubtless you have been °verva-: there "are literally 
appreciation and congratulations^ am “ ^ life,- whose 
millions of people today who thank God ^ stvong faith and 
lives have been helped and inspire * ^ ^hioh Goa has given 

you'toYh^oaiusYof11'extending gist's Kingdom throughout tne 

earth. 

Sod may richly bless you 

ft"*: 

6e pray'that U^ionary leadership 
strength for many years m admirtition 0f us all may 

fou addld ho" and power in your great service. 

•^ive you 
and that 
bring 

Sincerely fa bid 

Pyongyang Station« 

affectionately yours in hehalf of 

St a ti on Oha irma n. 
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R. E. Speer 'Q/Z 

JAN 4 ia32 
Manila P.I.Dec.9th.1931 

-LMy .dear Robert-"" 

Welcome to the company of the anclents-those who 

have been privileged to serve under the Board for forty years. 

We congratulate ourselves and you on this new bond between us 

and the rest of the oldtimers. Long may we flourish! 

What a privilege it has been to be a part however small! 

in this wonderful enterprise and how glad we are that your part 

has been so large. 

I wonder if you feel as I do some perplexity as to how 

we can best serve during this last term of active service.Shall 

we be enabled to go on In full strength or must we change our f^rm 

of service and find some other way of expressing our loyalty 

to the King and the Kingdom, and gradually transfer to younger shou 

shoulders many of the burdens we have carried. 

We, that is the rest of us,thank God for your splen¬ 

did years of service. May the next decade be richer still. 

Affectionately Yours, 

M/’ 



o. ® 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

OF THE 

KOREA MISSION 

OF THE 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A. 

RESOLUTIONS 

/ 

PYENGYANG, KOREA 

God in his redeeming love has made the past 
century ofle of the greatest in history bee use of world- 

S wide Christians Missions. Multitudes of young people have 
been recruited for the evangelization of'the 'world. 
Missionary leaders h ve been called for on. Mission uoards 
have secured funds. The Gospel has been preached^in Hun¬ 
dreds of languages and Christian Mission.Institutions 
have been established throughout the nations. L-orea> 
especially has been greatly blessed through modern miss luiis# 

The Chosen Mission upon this the Fortieth Anniver¬ 
sary of the services of Robert E, Speer, D#i>#, L.L•L. as 
Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. delights to join with Christian 
friends throughout the world in recognizing the remarkable 
leadership of Dr. Speer in the great progress o. this 
missionary century and thankfully acknowledges the debt of 
this mission and the Church of Chosen to his unwavering 
faith, his wise leadership, his inspiring messages and 
personal helpfulness# 

Wishing him great joy in his own personal life 
and many more years of fruitful service, me executive 
Committee in behalf of the whole Mission extends most 
cordial congratulations with the assurance of ourjprayers 
for him that he hive continued health and enjo^ spiritual A 
blessing. 

For the Executive Committee. 



S 1NTREAL, QUEBEC, CANADA 

DIRECTOR -- 

gSIVw^WWlands 
W. DE 

/ Ihe ha 

_ DIRECTOR 

JOSEPH W. JACKSON 

J^DI^N, WISCONSIN, U.S.A. 

DIRECTOR 

UEL ARROJADO LISBOA 

RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZI L 

DIRECTOR 

LUIS MACHADO 

HAVANA,CUBA 

m 

* 

COMISIONADO GENERAL 
COM ISARIO HONORARIO PARA SUD-AM ERICA 

HERIBERTO P. COATES 

SARANDI 461. D.RECCIGN POSTAL: CASILLA ^. MONTEV.OEO. URUGUAY 

DIRECC16N CABLEGRAFICA: HERBCOATES 

DIRECTOR 

FREDERIC A.SHAFFER 

GLOBE,ARIZONA, U. S.A. 

DIRECTOR 

WALTER WALTHALL 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, U.S.A . 

SECRETARY 

CHESLEV R PERRY 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, U.S A. 

TREASURER 

RUFUS F. CHAPIN 

CHICAGO,ILLINOIS, U.S.A, 

December 24th 1931 

Dr Robert E Speer 
Presbyterian Board of Missions 
Fifth Avenue N Y City 

jj[y dear Dr Speer / 

I have been reading in the papers received by 
this weeks mail so many well earned appreciations of the service you 
have rendered to Christian work throughout the .orld, during the for j 
velrs that you have devoted to the post you hold officially, that it 

haS m°wfmay be ata/of^when'you^hink^'"ns in Fifth Avenue, but for' 

caa-JM^saA-asa*- 
contribations to our improvement which y«ur T»it. made. 

u it nr tv vears" is a sonorous phrase when one gets tnrowmg 
as a presentatiori~of "something attempted, something done . 
LL? Tn that class myself without the "done" qualification l 

I missed yoUninoNeWcYork last su^when J-^oving around a 

return^from Seattle next June 1 hope st 
anmpwhprp Just now I am programming a visit to mosi oi out 
Coast republics, Honolulu, and finally Seattle, in connect on «£ «» 
Rotary organization, which is always an attempt to make things 

than they might otherwise be# . ues for -^g fine record 
Accent my cordial f elicitaciones --- ^es . ? 7® + Vq^p mav 

which those Forty Years constitute, ana my oest wishes that 1. which those Forty fears “T", fnr vourself and yours 
bring with it all the Happinness you could plan for yourselt a . 

Sincerely and Faithfully 

Chairman of the 
American Federation 

South 
of Y M 
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Edwin M.Bulkley 
Twenty-five Broad Street 

New York 

lei , 

Ti* 

October 28, 1931. 

My dear Rob; 

You and Lucy have been indulging in most serious 

correspondence of late, in which - most unfortunately for me - no share 

has been had. 

What is weighing upon my mind, among othe~ things, 

and that very grievously, is your anniversary. I fear I never was 

possessed of a spirit of resignation, which surely I am without at so 

all significant a time. 

I would so love, as would all of your friends, to have 

the rounding out of the forty years commemorated in a permanent and alto¬ 

gether worthy way, but there are difficulties; some which are not well 

to be controlled by us, and others set up by you. 

You will, at least,know where our hearts are, sr.o always 

will be found. 

I hope that Lucy may be with me next Monday afternoon, 

for the affair, whatever order it may take. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
New York, N.Y. 

Ever devotedly yours, 

t/ / / 

P.s. If Constance is already in Baltimore, will you let your office give me 

her address? Katharine would be very much interested in looking up, and doing 

for Constance in any way possible, 



Edwin M.Bulkley 

Twenty five Broad Street 

New York 

November 4, 1951. 

fly dear Rob; 

An apology is due you and Emma that Lucy and I did not take 

places upon the line, and have the pleasure of greeting at tea. 

Lucy was somewhat exhausted, even before the gathering in 

your honor, and an engagement in Englewood compelled starting homewar . 

out delay. 

The tributes offered by your friends were all very lovely, 

but suffering upon your part could not be escaped. 

We make the move to town today, and hope itmay not be 

we are not now prepared to say, what may be the best plan. 

We -t^n grievously miss Mamie and Stephen, but shall not 

allow them to lose sight of us. 

Ever affectionately, 

/ 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 

New York, N.Y. 

p.S. Dr. Mott certainly suggested some very serious tasks, and plenty 

of them. 

I do wish that the biography of Dr. Alexander might be written; 
but even if you were to undertake, cannot see the call for another record 
of Mr! Dwight L. Moody. Well as Will did his work, the book has been ve,7 
little in demand. 



Dear Robert:- 

Am so sorry that I cannot he present on November 

2nd to express personally my appreciation of the invi¬ 

tation which the Board sent me and my deep interest and 

joy in the fortieth anniversary of your association 

with oar Board of Foreign teissions. Am enclosing 

o rpy of my letter to the Board which may give yon 

some inkling as to how I feel. Your are a dear 

fellow and I pray God's richest blessing apon yon. 

Faithfully yours. 



y. " , 

r. 
WBm 

HENRY CHAPMAN SWEARINGEN. MINISTER 
RAYMOND G. FLETCHER, DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

R. BUCHANAN M 

organist a direct cS 

;CEIVED 
SECRETARIES: 

MISS MARIAN DUNNING 

MISS MARJORIE ALLSTROM 

NOV 2 1931 Imtat' ttf fppt ^.Irwlnjtrriiut tflmrrh 

H. FENN St. Paul., Minnesota 

October 29, 1951 

Ihe Board of Foreign Missions, 

156 Fifth Ave, 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Dear Brethren:- 

Permit me to thank you for the gracious invitation 

to attend the fortieth anniversary of Dr. Speers official 

connection with the Board. He has teen a great figure, 

not only in our church, tut throughout the entire world 

where men are interested in obeying the Saviour's 

commission "to preach the Gospel to every creature". 

It is a joy to work with him, an honor to claim him as 

a personal friend and a blessing to feel the inspiration 

of his noble spirit and wide outlook. God bless him and 

continue to make him a blessing to the Board, the Church 

and the cause of Christian discipleship throughout the 

earth. 

Most cordially yours, 

.iS-V' 

SSI 
• ijsjp • '.y.h 

>g ‘l A . 

Et? f ■ 

'mmM 

x> 
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• ?: 

>.y. 
4/0 

. 

i§y 

KGS GC 

Henry Chapman Swearingen 
Oictated, but not read, by Or. Swearingen. 

Signed, in his absence,«t his direction 
23m 
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R. E. Si 

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 

GEORGE W. RIGHTMIEE, PRESIDENT 

Golumbus / 6' f * 

Wtt.t.ta \t Oxley Thompson 

President emeritus 

residence, 55 woodland avenue 
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903 AMBERSON AVENUE 
PITTSBURGH PENNSYLVANIA 
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Charles Carroll Albertson 

952 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 
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c. E. Speer 

NOV 8 1931 

&u> f. VxMAxm 

The Morris Apartments 

311 So. 13th Street 

PHILADELPHIA 

""^C-fT(p . I tf'1 I 

'Lm, vt 

Ans._- 
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. <7 - 
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stVtto^asL TuAn- <M>tv -wuh^ . /6Uj2. rvv'C -^z,(Wvv»^| vu^>e. 
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R. E. Speer 

OCT 30 1931 

25 EAST 22nd STREET 
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Hugh Thomson Kerr, D.D. pastor 

827 AM BERSON AVENUE 

October 31, 1931 

My dear Robert: 

You will be among your friends today who 

will be congratulating you and acclaiming your sig¬ 

nificant service for the Church and for the Kingdom, 

I will be there but you will not see me and I v/ill 

be responding to all that is said of appreciation 

and gratitude and love for what you are and have 

been, for what you have done and are going to do, 

but there will be something left unsaid which means 

more than all that can be said or sung. 

It is good to rejoice and glory in the 

past. You have done more than anyone else to 

create that past and to set the Church on the high 

road of missionary service. But better than the 

past is the present and we are grateful that you 

are still out on the highway, calling to the rest 

of us to follow, and that your name is loved and 

honored in all the churches. For what you have 

done and for what you have been through all these 
lUBn mmm 

'sj.'Wf-, 

in 

forty years we thank God and take courage 

for the future. May God bless and keep you 

and those whom you love through the good 

years that are yet to be. 

Yours veryk&inci 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. SPEER 
■ 'a 

Mllu 
Dr. Robert E. Speer today completes forty years of service as Secretary 

of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church U. S. A. After . .*-••• ; v ,. 
his graduation from Princeton University and Princeton Theological Semi- j 
nary he began his life work as Secretary of the Board and during all these years * 
his devotion and loyalty have never known doubt nor change. He is today jj 
the outstanding missionary leader in the world and has influenced more young i; 
men and young women to missionary service than probably any living man. 1 
His name is known throughout the churches at home and abroad and his lead- y4t‘> 
ership has been a blessing and a benediction to the Presbyterian Church, as I 
well as to other denominations. We thank God for him and in extending our ? 
congratulations we pray that his life and health may be precious in God’s W 
sight and that the years to come may be even more richly blessed than those , 
which have passed into history. b(L l 
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WILLIAM HIRAM FOULKES 

OLD FIRST CHURCH 

NEWARK.NEW JERSEY 

--... 

October fifteenth, 
19 5 1. 

To the Board of Foreign missions, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
her York City. 

Dear friends: 

Your gracious invitation to take part in the recognition of 

the fortieth Anniversary of the election of your Senior Secretary, Dr. 

Robert E. Speer, is gratefully acknowledged. 

I'y regret is keen and deep that on account of my presence 

in Kansas City that day conducting one of the conferences on Spiritual Emphasis, 

carried on under the direction of the General Council, I shall be unable m be 

present. For many years, Dr. Sneer has been tc me the noblest and most 

caoable Christian leader of our day and I see no reason to change my char- 

if 

'•■V.'y 

m 
m 

acterization. 

very faithfully yours, 

lad LA-CM SL (JLmla 
Villi am Hiram. Foulkes 

rHF.JBG 
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November 2nd, 1951. 

Dear Robert: 

It is good to see you getting a little more 
time on the place at Lakeville - you will 
need it to lengthen these forty years out 
to forty-five/ 

As a little expression of our admiration 
and love, Mrs. Garter and I would like to 
add this new variety of gladiola (named 
Robert Treat) that took first prize, blue 
ribbon, at the gladiola exhibit in New York 
last July - grown by an old friend. 

■■mi RMH Kranonta 
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ZDt$<urVE~D at Last- R£As<?*a 

THY R03RRT nFNRR HAS RAILED TO MAKE GOOD* 

"The hand that rocks the cradle"-hut there now is no such hand* 

*Tie had to rock the Baby:; we would have you understand; 

The cradle is a relic of the bygone foolish days, 

Then mothers reared their children in such unscientific ways;- 

Then thev jounced them, "bounced them, trounced tnem, tnese dwarfs of 
v long ago *—r 

3uch as CARNY, CHAITRIRS, HORRAT, JTTDSOH, you know. 

Te*re cautioned that the hahy will possess a muddled hrain 

Tf we dandle him or rock him. We must carefully refrain, 

Ke must lie in one position, never swayed and. never swung, 

Or his chance to grow to greatness will he blasted while lie’s young. 

Oh to think how they were ruined by their mothers long ago*.- 

jTTTygoy TAYLOR, SP’RTFIOH, HAMLIN, and MORRISON you know* 

Te must always feed the hahy with a formula they state. 

All his food must he hv schedule, if you’d, have him strong and great. 

He may bellow to inform us that he isn’t satisfied, 

3ut lie' 11'leach » super-manhood if hi3 wants are all supplied. 

T Chink how foolish nursing stunted those poor weaklings long ago, 

HAFT IN LRTHHR, KNOX and MOODY, LANS and OKAHBRRJAIN, you know. 

Now at last we know the reason why we’ve suffered from a deart/i j 

Of strong missionary leaders. None were guarded from their birth. | 

Whiskered dads will spread infection,- how we shudder at the thought; 

Mother's milk is unhygienic, and as brain food counts for naught 

Oh the fruit of cradle rocking!- whistling morons- don't you know.— 1 

ItT-mm, ->AT03T, SOTfDT'M?., KMVSSY, and. ROB"?.” 3HRNP.,- OK! Oh.! 

Compliments of Hr. and. Mrs. Delavan L. Pierson 
with apologies to Bishop Roane. tq%t 

A November lyoi. 





DR# ROBERT ELLIOTT SPEER 

B» of Dr. Robert E. Speer is known better than any other among 

the friends of missions throughout the entire Christian Church. He is the 

most beloved as well as the most trusted and influential missionary secretary 

in the world today. It is a great privilege for the writer to pay tritat. 

to such a great servant of Christ and outstanding leader in the cause of 

world-wide Christianity. Multitudes of students during the closing years of 

last century and the beginning of this century were definitely led to dedicate 

their lives to service for Christ in foreign fields through Dr. Speer's 

addresses. The undersigned is one of those who owes more than he can egress 

to the influence of Dr. Speer's life and public work. 

Throughout the twenty-five years that I have been in secretary! 

service I have looked with admiration upon Dr. Speer as one of the sanest. 

most devoted and efficient Christian leaders in North America. He is eaatly 

a. Mission Boards and Societies of 
the foremost missionary secretary 

North America and Europe. 

His books, which Have been produced in amazing quantity, have 

that cod will spare him in health and strength for another score of y 

that he may continue to contribute so helpfully and through so many 

• fion Ghurch and especially to its 
-H-Pa of the Christian onurcn v 

activity to the life 

world-wide evangelization. aB we look 

We all love him for his personal qualities 

idance in matters of missionary policy and apologetics. 
up to him for guidance m ma 
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Lily-of-the-Valley. 
Y 

Lily of the valley, 
Lily of the hills, 
Lily of the deep wood, 
Lily by the rills. 

If 
11 

v 

Simple is thy beauty. 
Yet r tis unsurpassed; 
Charming is thy fragrance, 
Full long doth it last. 

Dainty bells in clusters 
From thy bulb-roots spring; 
Silent though their pealing, 
Clear and sweet they ring. 

\sUMU/y£j 
. / * j . / 

Emblem of a white life, 
Shaming sin and wrong; 
Blessing with its influence, 
Fair and pure and strong. 
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received 

OCT 18 1931 

C. H, FENN 

Yours very truly. 

CNT:rw 

y7 
Assistant to the President 

oard of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in U.S.A., 

56 Fifth Avenue, 
ew York, N. Y. 

•ent lemen: 

I regret to tell you that at the present time Dr. Wishart is 
France on a little trip, from which he will probably no r 

^urnCui early in Decembir. It will not be possible, therefore, 
^or him to attend the recognition exercises in honor of Dr. Speer, 

>n November 2. 

T chnuid like in his absence, however, to extend for him 
warty congratulations to Dr. Spoor on the completion of forty 

/■ears of such outstanding service. 

With all cordial good wishes, I am 

The College oe Wooster 

Wooster, Ohio 

1931. October 14, 
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Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in U.S.A., 

156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

Gentlemen: 

I regret to tell you that at the present time Dr. .Vis lart is 

in France on a little trip, from which he will probably 
turn until early in December. It will not be 
for him to attend the recognition exercises in honor of Drn Spee , 

on November 2. 

t oVirtnid like in his absence, however, to extend for him 
hearty fo^Llions to Dr. Speer on the completion of f>rty 

years of such outstanding service. 

With all cordial good wishes, I am 

Yours very truly, 

Assistant to the President. 
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IChairman 

REV. W. T. G. BROWN. D.D. 

®Ijj Pttiteb Cljurctf of Canaba 
TBoaxh of ^foreign (JHtssunts 

Cable addresses: 

WESLEVANA, T 

buteros. tor 

I SECRETARIES 

REV. JAMES ENDICOTT. D.D.. LL.D. 

REV. A. E. ARMSTRONG. D.D. 

299 QUEEN ST. WEST 

TORONTO 2, CANADA 

REV. JESSE H. ARNUP. D.D. 

RECEIVED Oot. 16, 1931. 

OCT 19 1931 

C. H. FENN 

Rev. George T. Scott, D.D., 
Board, of Foreign Missions, 

156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, U.S.A. 

My dear George, 

I am in receipt of an invitation of 

your Board to attend the fortieth anniversary of the 
election of our dear friend Dr. Speer as Secretary of 
the Foreign Mission Board of your Church on November 
2nd. I am hoping to be present for I very much want 
to be there not only as one who has looked up to and 
admired and gladly followed your esteemed colleague 
for twenty-five years during which I have been a 

missionary secretary but I would like also t(? 8 i8re 
since I have the honour at present to be Chairman of 

the Foreign Missions Conference. 

I am hoping that Garside will set the 

meeting for the four C’s Committee on either Nov. 2nd 
or 3rd, leaving the afternoon of the 2nd free. If so 
I shall certainly plan to be present and give myself 
the great pleasure of witnessing what will be a most 

delightful occasion, I am sure. 

Cordially yours. 

Hi 
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October 14, 1951 

The Board of Foreign Missions, 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 

New York. 

Dear Dr.McAfee: 

I am sending through you my acceptance 
of the kind invitation of the Presbyterian 
Board to be present at the Reception to com¬ 
memorate the fortieth anniversary of Dr. Speer's 
service as Secretary on November 2nd. 

It will be more than a pleasure to 
join with the many friends of Dr. Speer on 
this significant occasion that commemorates 
so unique a service, not only to the Presby¬ 
terian Church, but to all the American Churches 
and to the great cause of Foreign Missions in 

all lands. 

Yours very sincerely, 

sr vtohl 
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